


Oxford is full of possibilities, allowing you to develop 
your academic work alongside pretty much anything 
else you could possibly be interested in... it’s really 
about realising the University’s potential as much as 
your own. Oxford is well and truly what you make it… 
JESSICA 
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Would you like our
prospectus in another 
format?

Download a high-contrast version 
from ox.ac.uk/moreinfo
Braille, large print and audio formats
are also available on request from:
ox.ac.uk/ask

Details are correct at the time of 
going to press in January 2020. Any 
updates or changes to information 
can be found on our webpages: 
ox.ac.uk/study

©The University of Oxford 2020
All rights reserved. No part of this publication 
may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval 
system, or transmitted, in any form or 
by any means, electronic, mechanical, 
photocopying, recording, or otherwise,  
without prior permission.

Go to 
ox.ac.uk/2021feedbackprospectus 
to let us know what you think of  
our prospectus and you might win  
a £100 Amazon voucher.

With thanks to all our students  
who volunteered to appear.

ox.ac.uk/ugp/study

3

http://ox.ac.uk/moreinfo
http://ox.ac.uk/ask
http://ox.ac.uk/study
http://ox.ac.uk/2019feedbackprospectus
http://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate


Oxford is...
worldwide

Oxford University forms the heart of a beautiful and historic city in the south-east  
of England, yet it thrives on connections with virtually every country in the world.  
For centuries, the impact and influence of our researchers and graduates have made 
Oxford world-famous. Today, more than 150,000 Oxford graduates live and work in  
almost every country outside the UK, whilst our academics’ research spans the globe 
and tackles many issues of worldwide interest. 

Please note that the future of the Erasmus programme is currently 
uncertain because of the United Kingdom’s decision to leave the EU. 
Read the latest at: ox.ac.uk/erasmus

SOME OXFORD GRADUATES’ JOBs
Australia: public affairs officer at Sydney  
Botanic Gardens
Benin: entrepreneur revolutionising haircare
China: television presenter for programmes  
on Chinese society, politics and culture
Lebanon: independent curator for museums  
and galleries
Mexico: environmental conservation project 
manager
The Netherlands: advisor to the European 
Patent Office
USA: research scientist at NASA
Zambia: consultant at the World Bank

AND SOME INTERNSHIPS YOU 
COULD DO AS A STUDent
Australia: medical intern at Prince Charles  
Hospital
Brazil: intern at the National Institute for  
Space Research
Ecuador: intern for Project Galapagos
Germany: intern at the Academy of  
European Law
Japan: intern for the Okinawa Institute  
of Science and Technology
Jordan: intern for UNICEF Jordan
Myanmar: intern at UNESCO
Tanzania: intern at Nasio Trust

Oxford 
students come 

from over

150
countries

and staff from over

100Oxford 
University
generates 

£7.1billion 
for the global economy 

every year
2017 Biggar Economics 

Report
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  ox.ac.uk/ugp/international-oxford

See more on careers: page 6

Time to travel
–  �Students on most courses will spend their term times in 

Oxford to benefit from the University’s teaching expertise 
and resources. 

–  �However, the terms are shorter than at most other 
universities, so there is lots of time left to experience life 
abroad and make international connections through paid 
internships, travel grants, research opportunities, summer 
schools and exchange programmes.  

Exclusive internships in over 40 countries
–  �Our Careers Service (see page 6) provides our students 

with exclusive access to hundreds of summer internships; 
many of these are based abroad and are a great way to learn 
about another country and its people, language and culture.

–  �Doing an internship is also a recognised way to build up 
employment skills and help you decide what you might  
enjoy doing when you graduate. 
careers.ox.ac.uk  

Your worldwide community
Oxford has over 330,000 graduates and almost 200 alumni 
groups networking across the world. As an Oxford graduate 
you can benefit from lifelong careers advice and professional 
networking both online and in person.
www.alumni.ox.ac.uk

Oxford: a great group  
of interesting people 
who come from all 
across the world and yet 
can relate to each other 
so easily.� MATHEW

Learn the language 
before you go (or just 
for fun)
You don’t have to be doing 
a language degree to learn 
a language whilst studying 
here. Our Language Centre 
runs courses in various 
languages, from beginner to 
advanced, to support your 
studies, career or travel 
plans. Plus you can improve 
your academic English on our 
summer courses before you 
arrive as well as whilst  
on course. 
www.lang.ox.ac.uk
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Oxford is...
for life

You might expect that a degree from one of the most famous universities 
in the world would open doors and it does. You will have a choice of 
exciting careers and further study opportunities when you finish here.

A lifetime of opportunity
Studying at Oxford triggers a lifetime of 
opportunity, both personal and professional. 
Throughout your student life, and long after, our 
Careers Service can provide you with expert 
and tailored support with your career goals. This, 
together with your Oxford degree and networks, 
will help you be a serious contender for the job 
you want.

The choice is yours
Studying at Oxford will help you develop 
impressive skill-sets that are highly sought 	
after by employers. Oxford graduates have a 
very wide choice of careers. This is important 
because it means you can confidently choose the 
course you really love, not just the one that you 
think will give you the best career prospects. 
Read about our courses: page 36

WHAT NEXT?
If being involved in cutting-edge research or spin-out 
companies is for you, then you might be one of our 
many graduates (31%) who go on to do further study. 
Those who choose to start their careers immediately 
go into many different sectors:

*the majority of students pursuing law as a career go into further 	
study after graduating, which is currently a requirement to qualify  
as a solicitor or barrister in the UK.

Source: 2017 Destination of Leavers from Higher Education  
(DLHE) Survey (taken six months after graduation).

£25,000  
median salary of recent graduates

Oxford has the largest volume of

world-leading 
research 

in the UK
2014 Research Excellence Framework

Education 13%

Health and Social Care 11%

Banking and Investment 8%

Academia and Higher Education 6%

Advertising, Marketing and Communications 6%

Consultancy 6%

Government and Public Services 6%

Consumer goods and retail 5%

IT and Computing 5%

Accountancy, Insurance and Financial 
Services

4%

Charity, Development, Not for Profit and  
Think Tanks 

4%

Law* 4%

Media, Journalism and Publishing 4%

Sport, Leisure and Tourism 4%

Arts and Heritage 3%

Other sectors 3%

Energy and the Environment 2%

Engineering and Manufacturing 2%

HR and Recruitment 2%

Scientific Research and Development and  
other research services

2%
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Connect with your Careers Service
–  �10 annual careers fairs so you can explore your 

options and meet employers
–  �200+ employer events each year run by our 

Careers Advisers and visiting recruiters 
–  �5,500 one-to-one careers advice 

appointments 
–  �over 12,000 vacancies advertised on our 

website
–  �hundreds of local and global internships 

sourced exclusively for Oxford students
–  �business and consultancy programmes to 

develop commercial awareness and experience
–  ���lifelong expert careers advice and job 

opportunities for all our graduates

Be professional
Today’s competitive and global job market means 
that work experience and employability skills are 
important components of early career success. 
Our Careers Service can help you identify and 
develop some of these skills through our skills 
programmes. 
Don’t forget there are also hundreds of societies, 
teams and clubs to take part in. Apart from being 
a lot of fun and a great way to make friends, this 
can also help you demonstrate employability skills. 

Initiative 

Self-Management 

Leadership 

Communication

Creativity 

Teamwork 

Planning

Business Awareness 

  ox.ac.uk/ugp/careers
careers.ox.ac.uk

The Careers Service really is great. They’re 
so helpful and have some amazing resources. 
� ANNA

Are you an entrepreneur at heart?

Develop your entrepreneurial and 
employability skills through a range of 
amazing resources and opportunities, from 
social enterprise awards, entrepreneurship 
conferences and start-up incubators, to the 
Oxford Foundry space, innovation challenges, 
and idea competitions.
See Enterprising Oxford at eship.ox.ac.uk

Stay in touch
You will have the chance to meet people from very 
different walks of life at Oxford. Some will already 
be recognised experts in their field but many will be 
students like you, who may go on to have significant 
influence in their area of interest or career. As an 
Oxford graduate you will become a member of this 
global network for life.  ox.ac.uk/alumni

£600 million  
global turnover from spinouts

2017 Biggar Economics report

190 research 
spinouts   

– more than any other UK higher
education institution

7

http://ox.ac.uk/ugp/careers
http://careers.ox.ac.uk
http://www.alumni.ox.ac.uk
https://eship.ox.ac.uk/


Our students and staff come from all kinds of 
backgrounds. This helps make Oxford one of the 
most exciting learning environments anywhere.

Oxford is...
for people like you

Go for it! If you’re from an ethnic, racial, religious 
minority or if you come from a low income 
household – don’t be intimidated.� RUMANA

I was a bit nervous applying as 
I’m the first in my family to 
attend university but my time 
here has been incredible.� HOLLY

I am very happy my 
scepticism regarding how 
much I’d fit in did not keep 
me from applying as I 
have had one of the best 
years of my life.� CHRISTY

COLLEGE LIFE
Your college provides a welcoming and safe 
environment from the minute you arrive. College 
staff and students from other year groups do 
everything they can to help you settle into their 
ready-made and close-knit community.
Read more on colleges: page 142

There’s a niche and place for everyone – yes 
there are some posh people but that’s only a 
small part. There’s also sporty people, 
groups who love drama, people who don’t 
go out and love a quiet evening in, people 
who like to party every night, people who 
play Quidditch... Basically, whoever you are 
and whatever you like, you’ll find people like 
you.� DANIELA

20%  
 of all our undergraduate
 students have declared 

a disability

31%
 of all our students
identify as black or 

minority ethnic

Oxford students come from over 

150 countries 

– academic and research staff
come from over 100
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Your right to respect
Our community is committed to everyone being equally respected and protected from harassment.

www.oxfordsu.org/campaigns

+

FEELING AT HOME 
Oxford students have academic ability and 
intellectual curiosity in common – but that 
is pretty much it! There are around 23,000 
students from across the globe at Oxford, with 
an amazing range of backgrounds and interests, 
so you will meet people like you and not like you! 
This is likely to be one of the most enjoyable and 
liberating aspects of your student life here. 
University can be daunting at first, and joining 
one or more of the hundreds of groups, clubs, 
societies or campaigns at Oxford is definitely 
one of the easiest ways to make friends, feel at 
home and build a support network. In addition, 
our Equality and Diversity Unit and Oxford 
University’s Student Union (Oxford SU) work 
hard to make sure that everyone feels welcome 
and has a voice. These are just some of the 
groups and campaigns in areas you may be 
interested in:
–  �Gender: the Oxford SU Women’s campaign 

for women and students who identify wholly 
or partially with the term woman 

–  �Ethnicity: the Oxford SU Campaign for Racial 
Awareness and Equality (CRAE)

–  �LGBTQ+ (Lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender and queer): Oxford SU LGBTQ+ 
Campaign and LGBTQ+ Society 

–  �Religion and belief: worship facilities and 
societies for a wide range of faith groups

  ox.ac.uk/ugp/community

Oxford SU Class Act 
Campaign was launched 
in 2016 for working-class, 
first-generation, state-school 
educated, and low-income 
students.

–  �Disability: support for disabled students 
including the Oxford SU Disability Campaign 
(DisCam)

–  �Care leavers and looked-after children: 	
one-on-one meetings at open days and 
support throughout your time here.

See also pages 22 and 28
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I love the family feel of the college. It’s not too 
big but not too small. I know everyone in every 
year and we are all genuinely friends. � ANNA

people who can help
Oxford terms are exhilarating, but can also be intense. It’s important to know that there are lots of 
people who can help if times get tough or you find yourself running out of steam. You can always talk 
to friends and there is also trained and professional help available:

In colleges
–  �tutors
–  �college parents (students in the year above)
–  �student welfare reps
–  ���staff welfare officers
–  ����chaplains (for people of no or any religion)
–  ���doctors
–  ���college nurse
–  ���college porters
–  ���peer supporters (trained 			

by the Counselling 			 
Service), Rainbow Peers			 
and Peers of Colour

From the University
–  �University Counselling Service
–  �Oxford SU Student Advice
–  �Disability Advisory Service
–  ����Oxford Nightline – a confidential listening 

service run by trained students, for students  

There’s no type of student 
at Oxford. It’s beautifully 
diverse and you will find 
your place.� ADITI
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BE PART OF THE CHANGE...
At Oxford, we want everyone to feel welcomed, valued and respected. Some groups 
are still under-represented in our academic community but this is changing. The 
University is already attracting more black and minority ethnic students than ever 
before (more than 22% of our 2019 undergraduate intake). By 2023, we intend 
that 25% of our intake of undergraduates will come from UK backgrounds currently 
under-represented at Oxford. That’s why we are running two exciting new access 
programmes called Opportunity Oxford and Foundation Oxford. These new 
initiatives, together with:

–  our expanded UNIQ access programme,

–  our Target Oxbridge collaboration, 

–  �the hundreds of activities we run across the UK, with schools and communities  
(see page 188),

–  �our enhanced use of contextual data (learn more at: ox.ac.uk/context),

will help ensure that an Oxford education is a realistic goal for anyone with  
academic talent and commitment.

If you like the sound of this change and want to be a part of it, then please  
help us pick up the pace and apply!

…Be part of Oxford
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Oxford is...
your city A vibrant student city with lots to see and do, 

Oxford is within easy travelling distance of other 
major cities including London. 

MUSIC AND DANCE
–  ��live at the O2 Academy and 

New Theatre plus loads of 
gigs at smaller venues and 
pubs

–  ��if nightclubs are your thing, 
there’s pretty much a 
different one for each night 
of the week

THEATRE, ARTS  
AND CINEMA
–  ��two theatres plus lots of 

informal performance 
venues including colleges

–  ��art through the ages in 
museums and galleries such 
as Modern Art Oxford

–  ��five city centre cinemas 
from art-house to Odeon

PARKS, RIVERS 
AND WOODS
–  ��two rivers run through 

Oxford, both passing 
through lovely parkland 
in the city centre

–  ��a little further out and 
you can lose yourself in 
the woods at Wytham or 
Shotover

12



  ox.ac.uk/ugp/livingin

FOOD AND DRINK
–  ��serious spices and international 

groceries up the buzzing Cowley 
Road (near to lots of student 
housing)

–  ��delicious and chic bars and 
restaurants for different tastes 
and budgets

–  ��quaint and atmospheric pubs, 
sometimes with live music or the 
odd quiz

–  ��usual café chains but also some 
student-focused independent 
ones

–  ��ice cream, burgers and kebab 
vans day and night

–  ��mouth-watering dumplings 
(amongst other things!) at 
nearby food markets

SHOPPING
–  �designer labels, noodles and nail 

bars at the huge new Westgate 
Centre

– �� a good variety of high street chains 
– � quirky fashion to pungent cheese 

and delicious chocolate in the 
famous Covered Market

– � lots of good charity shops, 
including the original Oxfam

– � several big bookshops as well as 
second hand ones

Oxford is a wonderful city to spend 
time in. I love walking or running in 
the University Parks and around the 
meadows with friends, followed by 
coffee in one of the many lovely 
coffee shops!�
� REBECCA
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Oxford is...
about your studies 

I think the teaching is outstanding. The 
quality of the lectures, tutorials and 
practicals is incomparable. I have really 
benefited from the attention and challenges 
of small-group tutorial learning, which has 
driven me to work harder and learn more 
than I thought I could and still enjoy it.� JOE

Famous for a reason
The teaching, research and learning opportunities are exceptional, and why Oxford  
is the No. 1 university in the world.*

Your study essentials:
–  ��nearly 250 courses to choose from, organised 

by over 30 faculties and departments 
–  ��personalised, regular tutorial teaching with 

subject experts 
–  ��your own cross-disciplinary academic 

community in one of over 30 colleges or halls
–  ��exceptional study and research resources
–  ��over 100 libraries and 5 world-class museums, 

historic gardens and collections
–  ��over 1,500 laboratories 

Your teaching is...
–  ��some of the best in the world
–  ��at the heart of our students’ success 
–  ��through both your college and subject 

department
–  ���individual – via college tutorials usually with 

one or two others and normally once or twice 
a week 

–  ��in groups – usually in small classes, 
department lectures and/or labs 

–  ��via regular contact hours 
–  ��rigorous and demanding 
–  ��inspiring
–  ��supported by your independent studyAs a physicist you get to work in  

the undergraduate laboratories. Some  
of the labs are pretty awesome, as examples: 
wiring up a mini computer, working with lasers 
and using modelling software on the same 
data that won a group of scientists the Nobel 
Prize for the discovery of the accelerating 
expansion of the universe. � SAMUEL 

* Times Higher Education World University Rankings 2019–20.
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your academic community
Here everyone is a member of a college as 
well as their subject department(s) and the 
University. Our colleges are at the heart 
of Oxford’s reputation as one of the best 
universities in the world. In this way, you 
will have both the benefits of belonging to a 
large, renowned institution and to a small and 
friendly academic community.  

Personalised teaching
College tutorials are central to teaching at 
Oxford. They offer a level of personalised 
attention from academic experts unavailable 
at most universities. During tutorials (normally 
lasting an hour), college subject tutors will 
give you and one or two tutorial partners 
feedback on prepared work and cover a topic 
in depth. Such regular and rigorous academic 
discussion develops and facilitates learning in 
a way that just isn’t possible through lectures 
alone. Tutorials also allow for close monitoring 
of your progress so tutors can quickly provide 
additional support if necessary.

 See 
colleges: page 142

courses: page 36

The tutorial system is 
incredible and unmatched 
by any other form of 
education delivery.� ADITI

I was so excited by the idea of studying the subject I loved with 
the absolute world experts in the field, and at Oxford, you have 
the opportunity to learn from the very best. One of the things I 
love most about the college tutorial system is the close contact 
you have with tutors; you really feel that they’re invested in you 
as a person, and it’s amazing how much confidence you build up 
within just a few tutorials.� LILY (from Oxford SU’s  
� Alternative Prospectus: apply.oxfordsu.org)

All the students, tutors 
and staff care deeply 
about what they do and 
are always around to 
talk about it.

MAHMOUD GRADUATE 

Having to come up with a cohesive and convincing 
argument each week is challenging but it’s taught me a 
lot about how to question what I come across, and how to 
‘look beyond’ – it’s a skill that will last a lifetime. � REBECCA

I really enjoyed the small 
size of tutorials and the 
ability to discuss a topic 
really in depth.� SHALALIA

  ox.ac.uk/ugp/exceptionaleducation
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Independent study
This is a significant part of all Oxford degree 
courses. If you are doing an arts or humanities 
degree, you are likely to have a couple of hour-
long tutorials a week as well as lectures and 
classes but will be expected to manage most of 
your time yourself. Typically, science courses are 
more structured as they include time in labs or 
on fieldwork. Whether you’re writing an essay 
or preparing a problem sheet or an experiment, 
you’ll be given a reading list to start from. Books 
you will need can be found in your college or 
department libraries, or both. Wherever you 
are, you can always connect to the University’s 
extensive online collection.
See more on libraries (page 18).

GET CONNECTED
Access Wi-Fi via eduroam and 
tap into 300km of optical fibres 
that link our researchers to the 
rest of the world. 
it.ox.ac.uk/getting-started

Each week I was required to complete one or two several-
thousand-word essays, ticking off sources from the reading list 
as I went by. I was encouraged to read beyond the facts, to make 
my own assumptions and to prove and disprove theories. Another 
shock for me was that now – for the first time – my opinion 
actually mattered. Rather than simply regurgitating the textbook, 
tutors were asking me what I thought.� ADAM

It initially felt like a bit of a 
culture shock as the onus 
to motivate yourself... is 
completely on you. � SARITA
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Workload and time management
An Oxford degree is full-time. On average  
our students will spend around 40 hours a  
week studying, which still leaves lots of time  
for fun, friends and extra-curricular activities. 

Assessment
Oxford courses are mainly assessed by exams, 
although depending on your course this may 
also be through projects, extended essays or 
dissertations, and there might be an oral exam.
See page 36 and your course page (page  
40 onwards) for more on assessment.

The amount of work is large, but it’s just the 
right amount to exploit our potential.� RIMING

The work is also more intense than I thought it would be, not just in terms of volume, but the 
questions that we get asked are seriously challenging and very different to anything we would 
have been set in school. It was initially a huge shock, but I’ve definitely got used to it – it’s such a 
rewarding way of learning, you really do learn a lot.� NABS

  ox.ac.uk/ugp/exceptionaleducation

See ‘just about the work?’ 
pages 22–28

Most of our students spend

30 – 44 hours 

studying each week
Oxford SU 2016 Student Welfare Report

Read student diaries: 
apply.oxfordsu.org
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Oxford is...
legendary libraries
Take anyone into one of Oxford’s iconic Bodleian Libraries for the first time and their 
reaction is often ‘wow!’. As a student here, you will be able to work in some of the  
best-resourced and most awe-inspiring places to study anywhere in the world.
–  ��Other excellent universities may have one  

or two libraries; Oxford has over 100, making  
it the largest university library system in  
the UK. 

–  ��This minimises the number of books students 
need to buy.

–  ��Oxford’s Bodleian Libraries house over  
13 million items, and are second in size in  
the UK only to the British Library in London. 

–  ��Our graduates often cite the libraries as one 
of the greatest privileges and pleasures of 
studying at Oxford, and home to some of  
their best memories.

View the Bodleian’s online 
collection: digital.bodleian.ox.ac.uk

bodleian.ox.ac.uk/assistant

m.

Library assistant  
for Oxford freshers: 
www.bodleian.ox.ac.
uk/assistant

Sitting in the Bodleian Library at 
the same desk that might once have 
been occupied by John Locke and 
Robert Hooke, I feel part of the 
University’s rich history.� OLINGA

STAY CONNECTED
Oxford’s network serves 40,000  
users in term time and carries  
enough data to stream 21,000  
HD films every day. 
it.ox.ac.uk/getting-started

solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk
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Bodleian
Libraries trivia

I like to work in 
the café of the 
Social Sciences 
Library. It’s so 
light and airy 
and just the 
right level of 
noise plus great 
coffee nearby!
� FREYA

I like working in 
my department 
library – the 
Taylorian – 
because it is 
beautiful, bright 
and not too 
intimidatingly 
big. 
� CHLOE

The Radcliffe 
Science Library 
is also next to 
the Pitt Rivers 
Museum which 
makes a good 
spot to take a 
break. There is 
also a prayer 
room nearby 
which makes 
it a convenient 
study location.
� AMINA

I love working 
in my college 
library… It has a 
beautiful painted 
ceiling and huge 
wooden desks in 
bay windows. It 
feels very Harry 
Potter-esque.�  
� SIAN

Your library 
essentials:
–  ��over 13 million printed items
–  ��80,000+ e-journals
–  ��400km of shelving
–  ��digital services
–  ��extensive access to Wi-Fi 
–  ��lending and reference libraries
–  ��at your department and in your 

college
–  ��college libraries are often open 

24/7 during term time 
–  ��help from expert subject 

librarians 
–  ��proper training on how to use 

the libraries and access materials
–  ��world-class research collections

It was the inspiration for 
the fictional library in Philip 

Pullman’s 
His Dark Materials 

trilogy.

Holds the largest  
collection of Tolkien  

materials in the world 
including hand-drawn 

illustrations for  
THE HOBBIT.

Sir Walter Raleigh 
made a donation of £50  
to the library in 1603.

It is a popular film  
location and appears in 

three 
Harry Potter 

films. The Divinity School 
features as  

Hogwarts’ Hospital Wing 
and Duke Humfrey’s  
Library as the library. 

The library’s most 
expensive single acquisition  
to date was a copy of the 

draft manuscript of 
Jane Austen’s 	
unfinished novel 

The Watsons.

It is home to the greatest 
collection of works in 

SANSKRIT 	
outside Asia.

One of its greatest 
treasures is the conducting 

score of  
Handel’s MessiaH.

Curiosities include: 	
a chair made from the 

timber of Sir Francis Drake’s 
ship The Golden Hind and a 

locket containing Percy  
and Mary Shelley’s hair.

 See
About your studies: page 14 

Museums: page 20

Oxford LibGuides for 
subject research:  http://
libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk

Bodleian i-skills workshops 
maximise your search skills: 
http://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.
uk/workshops

The Bodleian Libraries are one 
of six legal deposit libraries in 
the UK, which means that they 
can request a copy of any item 
(including online and digital) 
published in the UK or Ireland. 
www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk

Listen to the sounds of the Bodleian:  
ox.ac.uk/soundsofthebodleian
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Oxford is...
amazing artefacts
Oxford’s four famous museums can be enjoyed by 
everyone for free, but for many academics and 
students they are also a valuable study resource. These 
world-class museums house rare treasures from the 
natural world, as well as amazing art and artefacts.  

Ashmolean Museum
www.ashmolean.org

History of Science Museum
www.hsm.ox.ac.uk

Oxford University Museum 
of Natural History

www.oumnh.ox.ac.uk

Pitt Rivers Museum
www.prm.ox.ac.uk

Oxford’s big 4
Together these hold over 8.5 million objects and specimens  
amid spectacular and award-winning architecture:

The University’s museums 
are used particularly 
extensively by students on 
the following courses:
Archaeology and 
Anthropology, Biology, 
Classical Archaeology and 
Ancient History, Classics, 
Earth Sciences, History and 
History of Art 
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Oxford Botanic Garden and Arboretum
www.obga.ox.ac.uk

Engagement Programme
www.ashmolean.org/university-teaching

Wytham Woods	
www.wythamwoods.ox.ac.uk

Bate Collection	
www.bate.ox.ac.uk

Thinking with Things	
www.ashmolean.org/thinking-with-things

Laboratories with leaves
Oxford has both an arboretum and a botanic 
garden, which together hold over 6,000 types of 
plant, some of which are grown nowhere else.

Ashmolean University 
Engagement Programme 
Students from a wide range of departments 
come to the museum as part of their degree 
course, to engage with objects through handling 
sessions, gallery talks and seminars. Recent 
collaborations include:
–  ���medical students closely analysing Renaissance 

portraits to develop an eye for diagnosis 
–  ���Earth Sciences students examining historic 

engravings of volcanic eruptions to collect 
details for classification

–  ���students of medieval literature handling  
Anglo-Saxon metalwork of the kind mentioned 
in epic poems and texts of the period. 

Over 2,000 instruments
The magnificent and much-loved Bate  
Collection of musical instruments dates from  
the Renaissance.

Research in the woods
Oxford owns and maintains 1,000 acres of 
ancient semi-natural woodland: a designated  
Site of Special Scientific Interest and one of the 
most researched pieces of woodland in the world, 
with over 500 species of plants, a wealth of 
woodland habitats and 800 species of butterflies 
and moths.

The physical pieces of paper, lying on 
the table encased in protective layers, 
are striking as objects in themselves…
It is all too easy to picture these sheets 
propped in Raphael’s workroom.
� HOLLY 

I visit the museums on spare afternoons 
sometimes, especially the Ashmolean since 
it has stuff relevant to my course, and I also 
volunteer to take groups of primary school 
students round the museums. � SARAH 

  www.glam.ox.ac.uk
ox.ac.uk/ugp/learningresources
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Oxford is...
JUST about the work?

One of the many myths about Oxford is that 
students spend most of their time studying and 
there is no time to have fun. Alongside your ready-
made college community, you can pick and choose 
from over 400 clubs and societies to create your 
own amazing Oxford experience. Extra-curricular 
activities are not only lots of fun and great for your 
social life; they build your skills too – complementing 
your academic and career opportunities. 

As a student, you dictate your 
own university experience and, 
before you know it, find your own 
rhythm, which allows your study 
to be combined with other things 
that matter to you.� JESSICA

Take advantage of the 
opportunities here – there 
are clubs and societies for 
every taste, great speaker 
events every week, lots 
of opportunities to learn 
a new skill, meet new 
people and score CV 
points. � ANYA

Love to be sitting in a park 
listening to some music and 
reading a good book. These 
days I do a fair bit of running, 
Oxford is great for this with 
lovely big parks and proximity 
to the countryside. I’ve always 
done a bit of sailing and I’m 
happily continuing this with 
the University squad.�  MATT

When you’re not working?
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Freshers’ Fair
Oxford Student Union’s (Oxford SU) Freshers’ 
Fair at the start of your first term will ensure you 
know the extent of your options. Whatever your 
interest, there will be a club or society for you, 
whether it is in music, sports, literature, politics, 
performing arts, media, faiths, national and 
cultural groups, volunteering or something else. 
You can become involved in any club or society 
that interests you, whatever your experience or 
background. If you still think something is  
missing, you are welcome to set up your own. 

Toast, tea and bad TV
With so much going on, you might wonder 
whether anyone ever relaxes!  Actually many 
would say this is essential to surviving the hectic 
terms. Your college community makes it very 
easy to slow down for a while and just relax with 
friends if you want to. Watching TV or having a 
pyjama day are popular options.  

  ox.ac.uk/ugp/opportunities
oxfordsu.org

Nice meals with friends, hanging 
out in the sunshine talking about 
philosophy. There’s a casual ice 
hockey club that meets twice 
a week in the evenings – also 
a great way to blow off steam.
� MAHMOUD

Play a bit of hockey, or just lie 
down and watch some iPlayer 
or something. Pubs and the 
college bar are great as well, 
just to hang out with friends 
and ‘forget’ about work for 
an evening.�  CALLUM

  See  
about colleges: page 142

choosing a course: page 36
managing workloads: page 17 

Science societies were the 
greatest part of my Oxford 
student experience. Attending 
seminars and meeting 
speakers, then running events 
myself was an exciting way to 
kick-start my career in science.
� NESSA, GRADUATE
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Oxford is...
FOR sport

Do you want to enjoy a sport you love, try something new or keep active? No problem. At Oxford,  
you will have the chance to play for fun, play for your college or compete for the University. Or  
maybe you just want to keep active, fit and healthy? Multiple college and University facilities and 
Oxford’s beautiful green spaces make this easy.

Sport at Oxford is:
–  ��over 80 sports clubs to choose from
–  ��relaxed competitions between colleges
–  ��an annual Varsity series (against Cambridge 

University) and blues awards for our student 
athletes

–  ��a recently extended University sports  
centre (see map on page 192)

–  ��British Universities and Colleges Sport  
(BUCS) fixtures, leagues and championships

–  ��casual physical activity and great-value health 
and fitness offers through your college or at 
the University Sports Centre

–  ��college facilities 
including:  
squash courts, 	
gyms,  
boathouses, 
football pitches 
and cricket 
pitches

–  ��affordable 
through 
subsidies and student pricing

Ultimate Frisbee 
is the best 
(temporary) cure 
for every essay 
crisis, no matter 
how severe.� NOÉMI

If you enjoy sport, the collegiate 
system of the University is ideal. 
Students of absolutely any ability can 
get involved in college sport in some 
form, and if you’re good there are 
always the blues teams (the University-
wide sporting teams), which compete 
with other universities.� MILO 

When you’re not working?

ox.ac.uk/ugp/opportunities

Blues Performance Scheme
Providing strength and conditioning,  
nutrition, psychology and injury treatment  
to our highest-performing teams and 
individual student athletes.  
www.sport.ox.ac.uk/performance  
www.sport.ox.ac.uk/varsity

I have been a member of the 
Swimming Club for all three 
years. I have swum for my 
entire life; it complements  
my studies well and helps  
me de-stress. � LAUREN

The Sports Federation provides guidance, support 
and funding to recognised Oxford University sports 
clubs. It also coordinates the Accessible Sport 
programme which is delivered by University sports 
clubs and local partner organisations and provides 
inclusive opportunities for sport and physical activity.
www.sport.ox.ac.uk/accessible-sport

Get in touch
If sport is a priority for you at any level, then 
contact our Sports Federation now.
www.sport.ox.ac.uk/contact-us 
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Oxford is...
ON Stage and screen
Whether it’s film or theatre that interests you, the vibrant drama scene at Oxford offers  
amazing opportunities to aspiring actors, writers, producers, directors and technicians. 

Oxford drama is:
–  ��around 30 shows each term
–  ��a huge choice of theatre spaces: from college 

gardens, bars and theatres to the 50-seater 
Burton Taylor Studio to the professional 
650-seater Oxford Playhouse (five student 
productions a year)

–  ��new writing and modern drama 
–  ��classical plays 
–  ��musical theatre
–  ��improvised comedy from Oxford Imps

–  ��nurtured by the Oxford University Dramatic 
Society (OUDS)

–  ��stage production from Tabs Are For Flying 
(TAFF) 

–  ��sketches and stand-up from the Oxford Revue 
–  ���filmmaking with the Oxford Filmmaking 

Foundation
–  ���BAME Drama Society

The Oxford Revue has spawned some of Britain’s best-
loved writers and comedians, from Alan Bennett and 
Rowan Atkinson to Stewart Lee, Armando Iannucci, 
Josie Long and Katy Brand.

 ox.ac.uk/ugp/opportunities

Oxford graduate film stars include Hugh Grant,  
Felicity Jones and Riz Ahmed and Gemma Chan.

If I’m not rehearsing, you may find 
me in a club demonstrating my 
unique interpretation of the verb 
‘to dance’. Depending on who you 
ask, my dancing could be ‘hilarious’, 
‘terrifying’, or just ‘awful’. I like to 
think of it simply as enthusiastic – or 
enthusiastically awful, anyway. 
� RICHARD
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Oxford is...
volunteering

Loads of volunteering opportunities can be found through our Oxford Hub, which runs projects,  
skilled placements and events. 

Why volunteer?
–  ��have a positive social impact in your local 

community
–  ��develop valuable new skills: communication, 

leadership and teamwork
–  ��meet other like-minded students
–  ��do something completely different
–  ��get involved in the wider city of Oxford

Not much time?
If you are worried about taking on too much,  
then micro-volunteering (for an hour a week) 
might be for you. 

 

Some current projects
Branch Up – gives young people access to 
opportunities and extra-curricular activities. 
LinkAges – helps students engage with the 
elderly community in Oxford and the issues facing 
an ageing population.
Teach Green – teaches primary school children 
about environmental projects.
Code Club – gives children the opportunity to 
learn to code in volunteer-led sessions.
FELLOW – teaches English to overseas workers.
OxCo-op – makes ethical food accessible and 
affordable in the local community.

Fundraising is fun
Join Oxford SU’s Raise and Give (RAG) and 
fundraise through some great events for four 
charities chosen by our students. From hitchhiking 
around Europe and beyond in Jailbreak, to walking 
the runway at the RAG Fashion Show, to dancing 
the night away at the RAG Ball, there’s something 
for everybody. 

I’m a member of the RAG Ball 
committee…which is proving to 
be really challenging but also very 
fulfilling. As well as that, I am also 
co-directing a play. � SARITA

I’m a volunteer with 
Schools Plus and oversee 
their A-level project at a 
local school. I joined to do 
as much as I could to allow 
everyone an opportunity to 
perform to the best of their 
ability and apply to study 
their dream course. � JASMINE

When you’re not working?

oxfordhub.org
oxfordsu.org

I’m now the managing editor 
for a student magazine, raising 
money for homelessness, 
leading a human rights  
forum and planning events  
for the ACS [African and 
Caribbean Society]; all things 
I’d never thought I’d do at 
university. � KALYNA
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Oxford is...
making Music
You don’t have to be studying music to make it part of your Oxford life. From classical to jazz 
through indie, rock, drum ‘n’ bass, grime, folk and electronic: all the styles of music you could 
ever dream of (and then some) are here. Whether you want to sing, perform, DJ, just listen or 
do a bit of everything – it’s all possible.

Oxford music is:
–  ��live at the O2 Academy and New Theatre
–  ��local unsigned acts at smaller venues
–  ��regular jams
–  ��open mic nights
–  ��student gigs and other events supported by 

RockSoc
–  ��classical lunchtime and evening concerts 
–  ��traditional college choirs
–  ��a cappella groups
–  ��non-auditioned vocal ensembles
 
College music is:
–  ��well-equipped music rooms
–  ��bands, choirs and orchestras
–  ��DJing at parties
–  ��a �lively chapel music environment 
–  ��scope for outstanding work in liturgical music 

as well as experience in concert performance, 
touring and recording

 
Oxford University Music Society
–  ��four orchestras
–  ��wind orchestra
–  ��brass band
–  ��string ensemble
–  ��University chorus 

 

It was electric. Seeing the whole room dancing and 
having fun because of the music we were making just 
made me crave doing it again…and again… Studying 
medicine at Oxford has definitely not resulted in me 
having to give up my passion for music.� JESSICA

 Study music:
page 118

Are you serious about your singing?
Whatever subject you’re planning to apply 
for, you can follow in the footsteps of today’s 
leading singers Toby Spence, Emma Kirkby 
and Robin Blaze, and audition for a choral 
scholarship. Find out about the September 
auditions: ox.ac.uk/choralorganawards.

Are you an organist?
Organ scholars play a crucial part in Oxford’s 
rich musical traditions. In some colleges, they 
direct chapel music, whilst in others they assist 
professional music directors. The role develops 
skills in choral accompanying, direction and 
administration and can be a significant first 
step to becoming a celebrated musician. Some 
colleges require their organ scholars to be 
studying music. Find out about the September 
auditions: ox.ac.uk/choralorganawards.

Choral and organ awards open day
Saturday 2 May 2020
Workshops and the opportunity to join a 
college choir for Evensong 
www.music.ox.ac.uk/apply/undergraduate/
choral-and-organ-awards

 ox.ac.uk/ugp/opportunities
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Oxford is...
Speaking up

In print and online
Oxford’s student newspapers have long been 
the training ground for some of Britain’s most 
successful journalists. Even if you don’t want 
to be a journalist, honing your writing skills and 
publishing articles on topics you care about and 
in well-respected journals always looks good on 
a CV. 
Choose from:
–  �Cherwell: Oxford’s Independent Newspaper
–  �The Oxford Student newspaper
–  �Isis magazine (shortlisted for Best Website, 

2015 Guardian Student Media Awards)
–  �ONYX: magazine showcasing the voices of our 

BAME students
–  �The Oxford Scientist
or 
–  �start your own blog or college magazine if 

there isn’t one 
–  �get involved with running your college’s social 

media 

Campaign with your Oxford SU
As an active member of your student union 	
you can champion causes you feel strongly 	
about. Oxford SU makes sure the student 	
voice is always heard by:    
–  �representing you to the University and the 

wider community
–  �supporting you to bring about change through 

targeted campaigns
–  ���organising events to enhance your time here. 
See more on campaigns: page 9

I am on the Women’s Campaign 
committee (the University’s feminist 
society). I’ve been having the most 
brilliant time doing it and have met 
loads of people from other years and 
other colleges.� ALICE

When you’re not working?

  ox.ac.uk/ugp/opportunities

I go to University  
society events –  
I’m quite involved in  
LGBTQ+ stuff, so  
I’ll go to a drinks event  
in the evening, the  
LGBTQ+ Campaign  
open meeting or a  
board game social. � ANNA

I am a member of the Oxford 
Lawyers Against Poverty. It is 
a not-for-profit organization 
targeted at alleviating poverty 
through improving access to 
justice. Being a student has 
broadened my awareness of 
[so many] issues...     BEATRICE
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I suppose one thing that is 
surprising is how normal 
most people are here. 
Although everybody is a 
geek in some way or other, 
most people are completely 
unintimidating and you can 
have completely relaxed 
conversations about all sorts 
of nonsense without feeling 
there has to be some sort 
of an intellectual reason for 
saying something.� IHSAAN

Out loud
Debate and discussion about everything is a quintessential part 
of Oxford life: whether this is with friends late into the night 
over a cup of tea in your room, whilst propping up the college 
bar or during your weekly tutorials. If good conversation and 
communication are things you enjoy, you can raise these skills to 
a whole new level at Oxford.

On the airwaves
Oxide student radio station combines a diverse playlist with talk 
shows and interviews.

The movers and the shakers
Oxford’s reputation means many influential and 
famous people from all walks of life come to visit, so 
don’t be surprised to find yourself having dinner with 
them in your college or hearing them give a talk at 
your society.

29



Oxford is...
about YOU

Enthusiasm – for  
your subject and  

life generally

Self-motivation

positivity

Hard working

Curiosity

Determination

Here are some of the qualities our students think are important in Oxford applicants:

Apply, apply, 
apply! You have 
nothing to lose in 
applying and 
potentially a lot 
to gain. Believe in 
yourself.� SIMRAN 

You don’t have 
to be perfect, 
you just have to 
be yourself.� HOLLY

If this sounds like you AND…

q You love one of our courses

q You are on target to meet our entrance requirements (see page 38)

q You like the sound of tutorial teaching (see page 14) 

THEN PLEASE APPLY!

Don’t be afraid to 
have a try.� JACK




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AS A disabled STUDENT
Whether your disability is seen or unseen,  
the earlier we know about your particular  
requirements, the sooner we can begin to  
meet them. Please be assured that our admissions  
decisions are based on academic merit and  
potential, and the University makes reasonable  
adjustments to facilitate access. Your support  
will be carefully and individually tailored and  
may include the following:

–  pre-application advice 
–  one-to-one meetings at open days
–  �help with interview arrangements for shortlisted 

applicants
–  help with DSA applications 
–  �arranging study needs assessments 
–  organising alternative exam arrangements 
–  �provision of specialist equipment, software and 

study support workers 
–  help with travel costs.
ox.ac.uk/students/welfare/disability
Get in touch to find out more:  
disability@admin.ox.ac.uk

as a care leaver
We will work with you to make sure you have the 
support you need during your studies and can 
really enjoy your student life. This will include:
–  help to secure 365-day accommodation.
–  �access to a Crankstart Scholarship (see page 

186) or the standard Oxford bursary (see page 
187) and a dedicated Care Leaver bursary of up 
to £3,000 pa.

–  �your own support coordinator to discuss any 
concerns and to act as a link between you and 
your local authority.

Contact care@admin.ox.ac.uk for confidential 
advice and guidance. 

I think the common denominator that I find 
at Oxford is the ability to think deeply… It’s 
the ability to look at anything – whether it’s 
a newspaper article, a piece of research or 
an object – and instinctively start 
considering the theory behind it, the 
potential impacts on a wider level, your own 
position and thoughts about it, what other 
people may think… It’s the ability to 
absolutely refuse to take things at face 
value.� HUGH

Watch students talk about 
studying here with a disability: 
ox.ac.uk/swd

  ox.ac.uk/apply

students with mobility 
or sensory impairments

students with dyslexia, dyspraxia, AD(H)D and 	
other specific learning difficulties

students with some types of long-term 
mental or physical health condition

students 
with autism 
spectrum
conditions

4,000+
students registered with Oxford’s disability service

Don’t forget to tell us if you require specific 
arrangements during your interview.
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AS a Mature Student  
(aged 21+ at the start of your course)
Oxford is looking for the best and  
brightest candidates, irrespective of  
their age or background. 
Coming to university as a mature  
student can be both exciting and 
challenging, and your experiences are  
likely to be different to those of  
younger students. So whether you  
have been to university before or not,  
there is plenty of support on offer  
to help you extend your qualifications, 
improve your employment prospects  
or pursue an academic interest for  
its own sake. Our application process  
for mature students is exactly the  
same as for all other undergraduates,  
and you are welcome to apply to  
any college. 

I’d always had an interest in attending university; poor 
performance in secondary schooling and then the fulfilment 
of parental responsibilities precluded an orthodox route to 
higher education for me, however. Much later in life l 
returned to education, studying part-time in the evenings or 
at weekends whilst still working. Having completed a two-
year course, I then applied for a full-time BA at Oxford and 
am now living in Harris Manchester College... and, it must be 
said, feeling very much at home already.� MARTIN

 
Advice for student parents

ox.ac.uk/students/welfare/childcare
Flexible and part-time courses

conted.ox.ac.uk

  ox.ac.uk/ugp/apply

–  �One college, Harris Manchester (page 154),  
takes only mature students.

–  �Formal academic qualifications must be 
undertaken within the three years before  
you apply. 
ox.ac.uk/enreqs

–  �Work experience and life skills will also be 
taken into account by tutors assessing your 
application.

–  �Applying for a second undergraduate degree  
or equivalent level qualification (ELQ) may have 
funding implications. 
ox.ac.uk/elq 
ox.ac.uk/sud

–  �Residence in or near Oxford city during term 
time is compulsory for full-time undergraduates: 
either in college, in other accommodation within 
six miles of the city centre, or within 25 miles if 
it is your family home.
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AS an international student
Our students come from over 150 countries and we hugely value the benefits that this diversity  
brings to our academic community. The application process is exactly the same for you as for all  
other candidates.

Will you accept my qualifications?
Oxford may accept school-leaving qualifications 
and scores from your country if they are equivalent 
to the attainment of very high grades in three or 
more British A-levels; otherwise you may need to 
undertake further study. 
ox.ac.uk/intquals

Is my English good enough?
Teaching at Oxford is all in English (unless  
specific to a language course) so you will need 
a high standard of written and spoken English. 
You may be required to take an English test to 
prove your fluency. Our Language Centre (page 
5) offers English classes in advanced writing and 
communication skills.
ox.ac.uk/enlang

Do I have to come to Oxford if 
I’m shortlisted for interview?
Shortlisted candidates are invited to interview  
in Oxford during December and you are strongly 
advised to attend if you can. If you live far away, 
you may be offered an interview by video call  
but this is at the discretion of admissions tutors.
All shortlisted candidates for Medicine must  
come to Oxford for interview. 
ox.ac.uk/interviews

What support is available when 
I arrive?
Our Student Information and Immigration  
team offers:
–  �podcasts and advice to help you settle in
–  �immigration and visa advice.
ox.ac.uk/students/new/international

Will there be other people from 
my country?
Around 22% of our undergraduates are from 
outside the UK, and there are student societies 
representing most countries in the world (page 23).

Do you run events in my country?
Our recruitment team runs events in several 
countries for international students and their 
teachers and advisors.
ox.ac.uk/intvisit

How satisfied are 
our International 
students?

Good place to be
97%

University Clubs/Societies  
97%               

Expert lecturers
98%               

Physical library   
96%              

Online library 
95%                   

Research
94%

Source: International Student Barometer, IGI Services Ltd (2018)

  ox.ac.uk/ugp/international
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2020 UNIVERSITY OPEN DAYS    
1 July, 2 July and 18 September

At the end of the day, Oxford is 
what you make it, so don’t be put 
off by any preconceptions you 
might have and come down to an 
open day to see for yourself if 
this is a place you can thrive in.

KALYNA

Just walking around the 
city still feels like being in 
a fairy tale, surrounded 
by so many unique and 
beautiful buildings that 
make you feel so lucky to 
live here.� JONATHAN

The buildings are 
so beautiful. Just 
walking through 
the streets of 
Oxford is relaxing 
and enjoyable.
� PRIYADARSHINI
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ox.ac.uk/ugvisit
ox.ac.uk/opendays

COme and see
The best time to visit is during our University Open Days, but prospective applicants are 
often welcome to walk around the grounds of colleges free of charge, especially during 
the afternoons. The University’s museums and some other buildings are also open to the 
public. University departments are not usually open to visitors, except on our Open Days. 
ox.ac.uk/ugvisit
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Getting this decision right is crucial to enjoying your time at university, so make 
sure you explore your options, even if you think you know what you want to 
study. Your degree course will run for three or more years, and your workload  
will feel much lighter if you genuinely love what you’re studying.

A favourite subject 
Having a clear favourite might make this decision 
easy, but do still check out the structure and 
content of the course and consider how these 
might differ from other universities you are 
applying to. Subjects at degree level can be  
quite different from studying them at school. 

Two or even three combined 
Oxford offers a wide range of joint courses that 
give students the chance to explore different 
subjects and examine the connections between 
them. This will often reveal insights not necessarily 
found by studying them individually. There tend to 
be fewer places on our joint courses but this is not 
always the case. A few subjects are only available 
at undergraduate level as part of a joint course, 	
for example Philosophy or Economics.

Something new 
Don’t forget to check out our courses not 
normally available at school, for example 
Archaeology and Anthropology, Biochemistry, 
Human Sciences, and Materials Science. For 
some they are the perfect opportunity to explore 
aspects of favourite subjects in an exciting new 
way, for others they are the chance to study 
something else.

Studying abroad 
Unless you are doing a language degree, it is 
unusual to be out of Oxford during term time 
as we want all our students to benefit from the 
University’s teaching expertise and resources. 
However, you will still have lots of time to travel 
or do internships in the holidays. Whatever you 
are studying, you can learn languages whilst 
you are here (see page 5).

Research projects 
Some courses, particularly those lasting four 
years, offer the chance to produce your 
own research and to work alongside other 
researchers at the University. These projects 
can lead to exciting career or further study 
opportunities. Read your course page for  
more on this.

Course assessment 
Most of our degrees are assessed primarily 
by written examination and dissertation (an 
extended essay or thesis). These exams are 
typically divided between First (known as 
‘Prelims’ or ‘Mods’) and Final University exams. 
At Oxford your results in your Finals determine 
your class of degree. See your course page  
for details.

Career opportunities 
Whatever degree course you choose here, 
you will have a wide choice of careers and 
internships (see page 4 and 6 for more details).

 

The vast majority of jobs do not 
specify the subject studied at 
university; all degree courses 
equip you with a wide range of 
valuable employability skills.
� JONATHAN BLACK, CAREERS SERVICE

Choosing what to study
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Entrance requirements 
To meet Oxford’s entrance requirements and to 
make a competitive application, you need to have, 
or expect to achieve, three A-levels or equivalent 
qualifications. The exact requirements vary 
depending on the course you want to apply for, 
but as a guide you will need to achieve:
A-levels: AAA–A*A*A
Apart from any specific requirements, we accept 
all subjects. If, and only if, you have chosen to 
take any science A-levels, we expect you to take 
and pass the practical component in addition to 
meeting any overall grade requirement. 
International Baccalaureate: 38–40 (including 
core points)
Many more qualifications are acceptable: see the 
list at ox.ac.uk/enreqs.
It is worth knowing that many successful 
candidates exceed the requirements of their 
courses.

Selection criteria 
The selection criteria for all Oxford’s courses relate 
to your academic achievement and potential. 
Extra-curricular activities are only relevant if they 
help to demonstrate how you meet the selection 
criteria.

Starting in 2022 
Departments differ in how they view deferrals so 
be careful to check with them before choosing 
this option on your UCAS form. Alternatively, you 
might want to think about applying a year later 
when you have finished school and received your 
qualifications.
Visit ox.ac.uk/courses to use the A–Z search. 
See page 38 for a summary of admission 
requirements for each subject.
See page 184 for an overview of our admissions 
process.

  ox.ac.uk/courses
 ox.ac.uk/criteria 

It’s especially exciting when you meet the author 
of the article you have just been reading, standing 
right in front of you. They might be giving a lecture, 
or even engaging in heated debate with another 
author you’ve just read.
� LEANNE

Many of the 
textbooks are 
written by tutors 
and lecturers at 
the University, 
which is a 
reflection of the 
standard of the 
education. 
� BERTRAND

My course takes 
the two big 
beasts of the 
humanities (for 
me) and creates 
a chimera out 
of them. Tons 
of resources 
to draw from 
both disciplines, 
which are as 
complementary 
as they are broad.
� GIUSEPPE

I had the 
opportunity to 
dictate what 
I learnt; there 
was a lot of 
freedom for 
me to choose 
courses that 
interested me.�  
� NAVEED

The most 
unexpected thing 
about my course 
has been the 
breadth of what 
you can study 
– you can write 
your dissertation 
on just about 
anything! All with 
the full support 
of your tutors.
� RYAN
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Course Entrance requirements �
(at A-level or equivalent)

Subject choices
 

Test Written 
work

Archaeology and 
Anthropology AAA s Combination of arts and science subjects Two pieces

Biochemistry  
(Molecular and 
Cellular)

A*AA including Chemistry and another 
science or Mathematics, and with the A* in 
Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, or Biology 
(or a very closely related subject).

l Chemistry and another science or 
Mathematics
n Mathematics
s Biology (beyond GCSE or equivalent)

Biology A*AA (with the A* in a science or 
Mathematics)

l Biology, plus Chemistry, Physics or 
Mathematics

Biomedical Sciences A*AA excluding Critical Thinking and General 
Studies

l Two from Biology, Chemistry, 
Mathematics or Physics BMAT

Chemistry A*A*A (with both A*s in science subjects and/
or Mathematics) 

l Chemistry and Mathematics
n Another science or Further Mathematics

See  
ox.ac.uk/tests

Classical Archaeology  
and Ancient History  AAA s A classical language, Classical Civilisation or 

Ancient History Two pieces

Classics AAA (in Latin and Greek if taken) l Latin and/or Greek (for Course I only) CAT Two pieces

Classics and English AAA (in Latin and Greek if taken)
l Latin and/or Greek (for Course I only), 
English Literature or English Language 
and Literature

CAT
ELAT Two pieces

Classics and Modern 
Languages AAA (in Latin and Greek if taken)

l Latin and/or Greek (for Course I only), 
and a modern language (depending on 
course choice)

CAT
MLAT

Two/four 
pieces

Classics and Oriental 
Studies AAA (with As in Latin and Greek if taken) n Latin and/or Greek CAT or OLAT Two pieces

Computer Science A*AA with the A* in Mathematics, Further 
Mathematics or Computing/Computer Science

l Mathematics
n Further Mathematics MAT

Computer Science 
and Philosophy

A*AA with the A* in Mathematics, Further 
Mathematics or Computing/Computer Science

l Mathematics
n Further Mathematics MAT

Earth Sciences 
(Geology) A*AA/AAAA

l Mathematics, plus Chemistry or Physics
n Chemistry or Physics
s Biology, Geology, Further Mathematics

Economics and 
Management A*AA (with Mathematics at A or A*) l Mathematics TSA

Engineering Science A*A*A (with the A*s in Mathematics, Further 
Mathematics or Physics)

l Mathematics and Physics
n Mathematics Mechanics modules
s Further Mathematics 

PAT

English Language and 
Literature AAA

l English Literature or English Language 
and Literature
s A language, History

ELAT One piece

English and Modern 
Languages AAA

l A modern language (depending on 
course choice) and English Literature or 
English Language and Literature

ELAT
MLAT

One/three 
pieces

European and Middle 
Eastern Languages AAA l A modern language (depending on 

course choice)
MLAT
OLAT Two pieces

Fine Art AAA or AAB (for post-A-level applicants on 
an Art Foundation Course) n Art

Portfolio 
(see page 
76)

Geography A*AA n Geography GAT

History AAA n History HAT One piece

History (Ancient and 
Modern) AAA

n History
s A classical language, Classical Civilisation, 
Ancient History

HAT One piece

History and 
Economics AAA n History, Mathematics HAT

TSA: section 1
One piece 
(History)

History and English AAA
l English Literature or English Language 
and Literature
n History

HAT Three 
pieces

History and Modern 
Languages AAA

l A modern language (depending on 
course choice)
n History

HAT
MLAT

One/three 
pieces

Admissions requirements
Below is a summary of each course’s requirements.  
Please check the course page or visit ox.ac.uk/courses for details.

Check any subject requirements for your course choice:
l Essential       n Recommended
s Helpful – may be useful on course
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Course Entrance requirements �
(at A-level or equivalent)

Subject choices
 

Test Written 
work

History and Politics AAA n History
s Sociology, Politics, Government and Politics HAT One piece 

(History)

History of Art AAA
l A subject involving essay writing
s History of Art, Fine Art, History, English, a 
language

 
One 
piece, one 
response

Human Sciences AAA s Biology, Mathematics TSA

Law (Jurisprudence) AAA s A subject involving essay writing LNAT

Law with Law 
Studies in Europe AAA

l A relevant modern language (not 
required for European Law)
s A subject involving essay writing

LNAT

Materials Science A*AA (with the A* in Mathematics, Physics or 
Chemistry)

l Mathematics and Physics
n Chemistry
s Further Mathematics, Design and 
Technology (Resistant Materials)

PAT

Mathematics A*A*A with the A*s in Mathematics and 
Further Mathematics if taken (see page 100)

l Mathematics
n Further Mathematics MAT

Mathematics and  
Computer Science

A*AA (with A*A in Mathematics and Further 
Mathematics (FM) or A* in Mathematics if 
FM is not taken)

l Mathematics
n Further Mathematics MAT

Mathematics and 
Philosophy

A*A*A with the A*s in Mathematics and 
Further Mathematics if taken (see page 104)

l Mathematics
n Further Mathematics MAT

Mathematics and 
Statistics

A*A*A with the A*s in Mathematics and 
Further Mathematics if taken (see page 106)

l Mathematics
n Further Mathematics MAT

Medicine

A*AA (excluding Critical Thinking and General 
Studies and at least an A in both Chemistry 
and one or more of Biology, Physics, 
Mathematics or Further Mathematics)

l Chemistry with either Biology, 
Physics, Mathematics or Further 
Mathematics

BMAT

Modern Languages AAA l One or more modern languages 
(depending on course choice) MLAT Two/three 

pieces

Modern Languages 
and Linguistics AAA

l A modern language (depending on 
course choice)
s English Language, Mathematics, a science 
or any other language

MLAT One/three 
pieces

Music AAA
l Music OR ABRSM Music Theory Grade 
VII or above (see details on page 118)
n ABRSM Grade V keyboard ability or above

 
Two pieces 
(see page 
118)

Oriental Studies AAA s A language
OLAT for some 
options (see 
page 120) 

Two pieces

Philosophy and 
Modern Languages AAA l A modern language (depending on 

course choice)

MLAT 
(including 
Philosophy 
test)

One/two 
pieces

Philosophy, Politics 
and Economics (PPE) AAA n Mathematics  

s History TSA

Philosophy and 
Theology AAA s A subject involving essay writing

Philosophy 
test (see 
page 128)

One piece

Physics A*AA (with the A* in Physics, Mathematics or 
Further Mathematics) 

l Physics and Mathematics
n Mathematics Mechanics modules
s Further Mathematics

PAT

Physics and 
Philosophy

A*AA (with the A* in Physics, Mathematics or 
Further Mathematics) 

l Physics and Mathematics
n Mathematics Mechanics modules
s Further Mathematics

PAT

Psychology 
(Experimental) A*AA n One or more science subjects (including 

Psychology) or Mathematics TSA

Psychology, 
Philosophy 
and Linguistics

A*AA

n For Psychology: one or more science 
subjects (including Psychology) or 
Mathematics
s For Linguistics: English Language, 
Mathematics, a science or any other language

TSA
MLAT 
(Linguistics 
only)

Religion and Oriental 
Studies AAA s A subject involving essay writing, a 

language

OLAT 
(Judaism and 
Islam only)

One piece

Theology and 
Religion AAA s A subject involving essay writing  One piece
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Archaeology and anthropology together 
encompass the study of humankind from 
the origins of the human species to the 
present day. Both disciplines have a long 
history: archaeology grew from 
18th-century antiquarianism, while 
anthropology began even earlier in the 
first days of colonial encounter. Today, 
both subjects involve a range of 
sophisticated approaches shared with the 
arts, social sciences and physical sciences.

Oxford’s distinctive combination of 
archaeology and anthropology, pursued 
over three years, offers an unusually 
broad perspective on human societies 
from earliest prehistory to the present. 
The course offers a comprehensive guide 
to the richness and diversity of human 
cultural experience throughout space and 
time. By choosing to study here you will 
be able to:
• ��explore how humans evolved
• ��get to grips with major transformational 

processes in human history such as the 
development of farming, the 
emergence of towns and trading 
systems and the spread of world 
religions

• ��learn why societies structure their 
families, economies and political 
systems in the ways that they do

• ��investigate how material culture 
represents and reproduces beliefs and 
ideologies.
Six Oxford institutions specialise in 

these subjects: the Schools of 
Archaeology and of Social and Cultural 
Anthropology, the Ashmolean Museum, 
the Pitt Rivers Museum, the Oxford 
University Museum of Natural History 
and the Research Laboratory for 
Archaeology and the History of Art.  
All play a key role in the provision of 
teaching for the degree.

Fieldwork/international 
opportunities/work placements
As part of your course you must 
undertake a minimum of four weeks  
of fieldwork (subject to approval by  
your tutors), which is normally completed 
in the summer vacation at the end of 
your first year. This can take place in  
the field (for example, an archaeological 
excavation or survey) or in a laboratory 
or museum. It may include anthropological 
as well as archaeological projects and at 
its conclusion you will be required to 
complete a (non-assessed) report on 
what you have done and its significance. 
Recent destinations include archaeological 
digs in Georgia, Ireland, and Lesotho, an 
anthropological field school in New York, 
and internships at the British Museum. 
Financial support for your fieldwork is 
available from the University and may 
also be available from your college. You 
may also choose to engage in further 
fieldwork as part of your final-year 
dissertation, while other opportunities 
may exist for work-based learning in the 
University’s own museums.

A typical week
Your timetable will be divided into 
lectures, tutorials and practical classes 
(on topics such as dating, isotope 
analysis, and the analysis of plant, animal 
and human remains, as well as artefacts). 
In the first year you will spend around six 
hours a week in lectures, which focus on 
the course’s core papers. In Years 2 and 
3, lectures for core and optional papers 
take up around ten hours a week. 
Throughout the course, there are one or 
two tutorials a week, normally taught in a 
pair (typically a total of twelve in each 
term).

UCAS code: LV64
Entrance requirements
A-levels: AAA
Advanced Highers: AA/AAB
IB: 38 (including core points) with 
666 at HL
Or any other equivalent
While there are no specific subject 
requirements for admission, a background 
of studying a mixture of arts/humanities 
and science subjects can be helpful when 
completing this course.
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 68%
Successful: 22%
Intake: 22
How to apply

  Tests: none required
  � Written work: two pieces of 

marked work, written over two 
weeks or less, and one shorter 
essay of no more than 500 words 
in response to a set question. 
ox.ac.uk/writwork

Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding
Additional costs
Students must complete at least four 
weeks of approved fieldwork by the 
end of the second year. The cost of 
this will depend on the location. 
Funding to help with the costs is 
available from the University and 
potentially from your college.
ox.ac.uk/ugarchant

Archaeology and Anthropology BA 3 years
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What are tutors looking for?
Tutors are primarily looking for an 
interest in, and enthusiasm for, the 
study of humans and their material 
culture, combined with an ability to 
digest and assimilate significant 
quantities of data and to construct 
evidence-based arguments. While you 
don’t need to have prior experience of 
studying archaeology or anthropology, 
fieldwork experience and evidence of 
supplementary reading would be seen 

as one possible demonstration of your 
interest and commitment.

Tutors will be looking for the 
following qualities at interview:
• �an ability to think independently
• �potential and motivation for studying 

archaeology and anthropology
• �enthusiasm and interest in the 

combined disciplines
• �commitment to the requirements of 

the course. 
ox.ac.uk/criteria

A&A CAREERS
Archaeology and Anthropology  
opens up a wide range of career 
opportunities, in part because the 
degree offers a unique perspective on 
how human societies operate and 
develop and on how people interact 
with each other. This is also due to the 
intellectually demanding requirements 
of an Oxford degree, and to the 
combination of independent study and 
tutorial teaching. Graduates of this 
course have found opportunities in 
heritage management, international 
development, education, the law, the 
media and the Civil Service among 
other careers.

year 1 years 2 and 3

Courses 
	· Four core courses are taken:

	– �Introduction to world 
archaeology

	– �Introduction to anthropological 
theory

	– �Perspectives on human 
evolution

	– �The nature of archaeological 
and anthropological enquiry

	· Practical classes
	· Fieldwork 

Courses 
	· Four core courses are taken:

	– Social analysis and interpretation
	– Cultural representations, beliefs and practices
	– Landscape and ecology
	– Urbanism and society

	· Options (three in total, chosen from a broad range of anthropological and 
archaeological courses)

	· Practical classes
	· Dissertation

A full list of current options is available on the course website (details above).

Assessment 
First University examinations: four 
written papers

Assessment 
Final University examinations: seven written papers and a dissertation (counting 
as the equivalent of two further papers)

OXFORD Podcasts  
on ITunes
Audio and video podcasts 
about the degree are 
available from the School 
of Archaeology. Interviews 
with Professor Barry Cunliffe, 
Professor Mark Pollard, 
Professor Chris Gosden and Dr 
Wendy Morrison are available 
from the University of Oxford 
podcasts page or directly from 
iTunes at:  
podcasts.ox.ac.uk/units/
institute-archaeology.

Requirements and 
applying: 
ox.ac.uk/ugarchant

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and  
18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Course details:
www.arch.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 278121
ugsupport@arch.ox.ac.uk

Which colleges  
offer this course?  
See page 144

MORE ABOUT

I love studying Arch and Anth 
because it’s such a diverse course. 
No two days are the same and you 
get to study so many fascinating 
things: last week for example, 
I had a lecture on geology and 
stratigraphy, went to the library 
to do some reading on witchcraft, 
and then had a tutorial about the 
rise of early states and empires. 
I also spent three hours writing a 
paragraph about the presence of 
ancient bananas in New Guinea and 
what this showed us! �  IZZY

from aN A&A 
student
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Biochemistry is the use of molecular 
methods to investigate, explain and 
manipulate biological processes. The 
study of life at the molecular level 
continues to undergo dynamic expansion, 
leading to ever-increasing insights into 
topics as various as the origin of life, the 
nature of disease and the development of 
individual organisms. Powerful new 
techniques, such as those of molecular 
genetics and NMR spectroscopy, enable 
us to analyse biological phenomena in 
more and more precise molecular terms. 
These studies have led to valuable 
developments in drug design and 
synthesis, forensic science, environmental 
monitoring and a whole range of other 
areas. Furthermore, advances in 
biochemistry are largely responsible for 
the breakdown of traditional disciplinary 
boundaries between cell biology, 
medicine, physics and chemistry. 

The Biochemistry Department in 
Oxford is one of the largest in Europe, 
and is subdivided into the following 
research areas: Cell Biology, Development 
and Genetics, Chromosomal and RNA 
Biology, Infection and Disease Processes, 
Microbiology and Systems Biology, and 
Structural Biology and Molecular 
Biophysics. The department is extremely 
active in research, with about 300 
postgraduate students and research staff. 
The breadth and excellence of these 
activities are reflected in the scope of the 
undergraduate course and underpin the 
teaching. The department has superb 
research and teaching facilities and 
excellent digital resources together  
with access to a wide range of online  
and print journals.

A typical week
During Years 1–3, your weekly timetable 
will be divided between lectures (typically 
eight to ten a week), tutorials and classes 
(one to three a week) and practicals 
(averaging one full day a week). The 
remaining time will be spent on 
independent study (set reading or 
problem-solving exercises). 

In your fourth year, you will choose and 
complete a project, lasting 23 full-time 
weeks (plus two for writing up), which 
will allow you to explore in detail, both 
laboratory-based research and specific 
recent advances in biochemistry. Under 
the supervision of a research group 
leader, you will design your own 
experiments, learn to plan research 
programmes and present your results and 
ideas – orally and in written form – to 
other workers in the field. While the 
experience gained is much valued by 
employers, the project will also give you 
the opportunity to reflect on your 
aptitude and enthusiasm for a research 
career. Alongside the research project you 
will write a review article in an area of 
interest to you, with advice from an 
expert in this area.

The final degree class is derived from a 
combination of marks from courses taken 
in the second and third years, the 
assessment of the research project and 
the review article in the fourth year.

Research placements/ 
international opportunities
A wide choice of fourth-year research 
projects is available both within the 
Biochemistry Department and in related 
departments, such as Molecular 
Medicine, Clinical Biochemistry, Pathology 
and Pharmacology. It is also possible to 
carry out a self-organised project outside 
the University or indeed the UK.

UCAS code: C700
Entrance requirements
A-levels: A*AA, including
Chemistry and another science or
Maths, with the A* in Mathematics, 
Physics, Chemistry, or Biology (or a 
very closely related subject).
Advanced Highers: For those  
doing three Advanced Highers,  
AAB including an A in Chemistry  
and an A or B in another science  
or Mathematics, or for those doing 
two Advanced Highers and one 
Higher, AAA, including A in AH 
Chemistry and A in another science 
or Mathematics at AH or H level.
IB: 39 (including core points) with 7
in HL Chemistry and 6 in two other
relevant subjects at HL or SL
Or any other equivalent
More detailed information is available 
at: www.bioch.ox.ac.uk
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 55%
Successful: 14%
Intake: 102
How to apply

  Tests: none required
  Written work: none required

Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding
Additional costs
Students in the final year undertake a 
research project which extends the 
length of one of the terms to 12 
weeks (instead of the usual 8 
weeks).This means that your living 
costs will be higher in your final year.
ox.ac.uk/ugbiochem

Biochemistry (Molecular and Cellular) MBiochem 4 years
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What are tutors looking for?
As biochemistry is not taught as an 
A-level subject, tutors will not expect 
you to have a detailed knowledge of the 
subject. However, if you are shortlisted 
for interview, tutors will be looking for an 
informed interest in the subject 
(originating from news items, books, 
magazine articles, etc) together with an 
ability to use information (from other 
school or college subjects, particularly 
Chemistry) to analyse and solve problems 
and to construct your own opinions. 
ox.ac.uk/criteria

Biochem CAREERS
Biochemists play an important role in 
biological, environmental and clinical 
fields, with employment areas stretching 
from healthcare through forensic science 
to the food and pharmaceutical 
industries. Typically about 60% of our 
biochemistry graduates go on to do 
research or further study, mostly in the 
biochemistry field, while others find 
employment in industry, commerce or 
other areas, such as finance and the law. 
Further details of careers in biochemistry 
can be found on the UK Biochemical 
Society website:  
www.biochemistry.org.

year 1 years 2 AND 3 YEAR 4 (extended first term)
Courses 
Five courses are taken:
	· Cellular biochemistry
	· Molecular biochemistry
	· Mechanistic biochemistry
	· Physical biochemistry
	· Quantitative biochemistry

Courses 
Teaching is done along five themes:
	· Tool boxes for biochemistry
	· Information transfer in biological 

systems
	· Molecular processes in the cell
	· Cellular chemistry
	· The cell in time and space

Courses 
Research Project
	· This provides the opportunity to 

be embedded in a research group 
and carry out an in-depth research 
project (23 weeks, full-time plus 
two weeks for writing). Advanced 
skills training alongside the first 
three weeks of the project. 

Coursework
	· Extended essay in the form of a 

review article. 

More information about current courses and options is available on the department website (details above).

Assessment 
First University examinations: five 
written papers; satisfactory practical 
record

Assessment 
Summative assessments (four two-
hour assessments). 
Final University examinations, Part I: 
seven written papers; satisfactory 
practical record

Assessment 
Assessment of the research project, 
including an oral presentation, along 
with broader research skills displayed 
in the written work – the project 
dissertation and the review article 
exercise.

 

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/ugbiochem

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and  
18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Course details:
www.bioch.ox.ac.uk
admissions@bioch.ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer this 
course? See page 144

MORE ABOUT
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Biology is an exciting and rapidly 
developing subject area with great 
relevance to addressing global challenges 
from disease and poverty to biodiversity 
loss and climate change. The study of 
living things has undergone tremendous 
expansion in recent years, and topics such 
as cell biology, developmental biology, 
evolutionary biology and ecology, all of 
which are covered in the course, are 
advancing at a great pace. This expansion 
has been accompanied by a blurring of 
the distinctions between disciplines: a 
biologist with an interest in tropical plants 
may well use many of the tools and 
techniques that are indispensable to a 
molecular geneticist. 

The modular structure of the Oxford 
Biology course encourages a cross-
disciplinary approach. The options system 
in the second and third years allows 
students to study either a general 
background encompassing a 
comprehensive range of topics, or 
specialise in detailed aspects of animals, 
plants, cells or ecology. The course now 
incorporates an optional fourth year, 
meaning students can either leave after 
three years with a BA or choose to stay 
on and complete an extended project 
(which can be lab- or field-based) under 
the supervision of an academic member 
of staff, in addition to advanced research 
skills training. Progression to the MBiol is 
contingent on satisfactory academic 
performance in the first three years. 

The Biology degree is taught jointly by 
the Departments of Plant Sciences and 
Zoology, with almost all teaching taking 

place in the University Science Area (page 
192). Additional resources include the 
Oxford University Museum of Natural 
History, the Botanic Garden, the 
Herbarium, the Arboretum, the John 
Krebs Field Station and Wytham Woods.

A typical week
In the first year, your typical weekly 
timetable can be broken down into the 
following categories:
• Lectures: around eight hours a week
• �Research skills: around six hours of lab 

practicals, one hour of computer 
practicals and one hour of synthesis 
sessions each week

• �Tutorials: one hour a week, plus 
preparation time.

In the second, third and fourth years, 
variable hours are also spent on research 
projects.

What are tutors looking for?
Tutors are looking for an enthusiasm for 
biology and potential to study it at 
university. Interviews are not designed to 
test factual knowledge, instead, they 
show an applicant’s ability to think and to 
understand the biological knowledge they 
have accrued up to that time. Be 
prepared to talk about particular aspects 
of biology that you find personally 
interesting. The process is rigorous but 
sympathetic. Applicants may be asked to 
examine and comment on biological 
objects, or to interpret a written passage 
or a simple set of data, provided during 
the interview. 
ox.ac.uk/criteria

UCAS code: C100
Entrance requirements
A-levels: A*AA with the A* in a 
science or Mathematics
Advanced Highers: AA/AAB
IB: 39 (including core points) with 6s 
and 7s in the higher level subjects 
including 7 in HL Mathematics or a 
science
Or any other equivalent
Candidates are required to have Biology 
plus Chemistry, Physics or Mathematics to 
A-level, Advanced Higher, Higher Level in 
the IB or any other equivalent. 
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 60%
Successful: 18%
Intake: 111
How to apply

  Tests: none required
 � Written work: none required

Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding
Additional costs
All overseas work requires financial 
contributions from the student. 	
ox.ac.uk/ugbiosci

Biology Mbiol 4 YEARS
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BIOSci CAREERS
While more than a third of Oxford 
biology graduates go on to further 
study, such as a research doctorate 
or postgraduate course in an applied 
field, over half embark on a 
professional career after graduating, 
in areas as diverse as conservation, 
industry, finance, medicine, media, 
teaching or the law.

Hannah, now a research assistant 
at the Royal Veterinary College, 
reports: ‘My degree gave me a keen 
interest in my subject and the skills to 
pursue it. So far I have tracked rhinos 

across deserts, chased birds across 
oceans, and am currently working 
with chickens!’
After graduation, Jenny spent several 
years in a medical communication 
agency environment and now has  
her own business, working directly  
with major global pharmaceutical 
companies. She explains: ‘The tutorial 
system and writing opportunities 
during my degree were critical in 
developing the skills needed to 
analyse and interpret data, present 
them clearly and concisely in context 
and discuss results of clinical trials.’

year 1 year 2 year 3 YEAR 4

Courses 
	· The three compulsory 

themes are:
	– Diversity of life
	– �How to build a 
phenotype

	– �Ecology and 
evolution

	· Compulsory skills 
training including a 
mini-project in the first 
term

	· A week-long field 
course in Wales in the 
summer term

Courses 
	· In Year 2 there is greater 

specialisation, and you 
can choose three of four 
themes from:

	– �Genomes and 
molecular biology

	– �Cell and 
developmental 
biology

	– �Behaviour and 
physiology of 
organisms

	– �Ecology and evolution
	· Students also choose 

from a range of 
extended skills training 
courses, lasting for 
either one or two weeks

Courses 
	· The course broadens 

into a choice of eight 
options arising from the 
four second year 
themes. Students select 
a minimum of four of 
the eight options.

	· Regular skills training 
regardless of course 
choices

Courses 
The fourth year will give 
you the chance to pursue 
an in-depth research 
project under the 
supervision of an 
academic member of 
staff. There will also be a 
mini-conference in which 
all students have the 
opportunity to present 
their work to their peers.
Progression to the fourth 
year is contingent on 
satisfactory academic 
performance in the first 
three years, and those 
who successfully complete 
the fourth year will leave 
with an MBiol. 

More information about current courses and options is available on the department website (details above).

Assessment 
Three written exam 
papers (assessing lecture 
material and research 
skills); assessed practical 
write-ups

Assessment 
Two written exam papers; 
practical write-ups; 
coursework

Assessment 
Three written exam 
papers (including a 
scientific paper critique); 
two pieces of coursework

Assessment 
Research project

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/ugbiosci

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and  
18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Course details:
www.biology.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 281214
undergraduate.enquires@biology.ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer this course? 
See page 144

MORE ABOUT
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Biomedical science focuses on how cells, 
organs and systems function in the 
human body; an exciting and dynamic 
area that is highly relevant to the 
understanding and treatment of human 
diseases. Oxford is a highly respected and 
internationally recognised centre for 
biomedical research, and students will 
benefit from tuition from leading experts 
working within a variety of non-clinical 
and clinical departments.

This course provides students with an 
intellectually stimulating education in 
modern molecular, cellular and systems 
biology and neuroscience. Please note, this 
course does not provide medical training.

The Biomedical Sciences course at 
Oxford has been designed so that 
students initially acquire an integrated 
understanding of biomedical science  
that allows them to shape their 
subsequent studies towards the topics 
that interest them the most. Practical 
laboratory work forms an integral part  
of this programme and you will be 
required to complete these practical 
elements to a satisfactory standard in 
order to progress through the course.  
As the course progresses, increasing 
emphasis is placed on scientific research, 
as students obtain first-hand experience 
of laboratory research in the later  
stages. Students choose their own 
project, and the possible areas for 
investigation within the University are 
wide ranging. 

Students can elect to graduate after 
three years with a BA degree. On the 
basis of the specialisation initiated by the 
selection of second-year modules and 
confirmed by the choice of third-year 
options, students will be awarded a 
degree in either Neuroscience or Cell and 

Systems Biology. The research-intensive 
fourth year leads to the award of a 
Master’s degree. For further details on 
the structure of the course:  
www.medsci.ox.ac.uk/study/bms.

A typical week
In your first year you would typically 
attend six to ten lectures, a Mathematics 
or Statistics class and a three-hour 
practical class each week. In addition, you 
will prepare for and attend weekly 
tutorials during which you will discuss, 
through consideration of experimental 
studies, the significance and limitations of 
a given topic with your tutors. Your 
remaining time will be available for 
independent study.

During the first two terms of the 
second year, your work is divided between 
around five lectures and one to two 
tutorials each week, in addition to practical 
classes, while the final term concentrates 
on experimental research in a laboratory. 
During the third year you will attend 
lectures, seminars and tutorials in your 
chosen specialist area.

During the fourth year, you will be 
working almost exclusively on your 
extended research project and attending 
original research seminars to bolster  
your understanding of experimental 
biomedical sciences.

What are tutors looking for?
Tutors look for lively, receptive minds with 
the ability to evaluate evidence critically. 
You should be able to consider issues from 
different perspectives and have a capacity 
for logical and creative thinking. BMAT 
results will be considered when shortlisting 
candidates for interview.  
ox.ac.uk/criteria

UCAS code: BC98
Entrance requirements
A-levels: A*AA excluding Critical 
Thinking and General Studies.
Candidates are required to have two of their 
A-levels from Biology, Chemistry, Physics 
and Mathematics. We expect you to have 
taken and passed any practical component in 
your chosen science subjects.
Advanced Highers: AA
Highers: AAAAA 
Candidates are required to have an 
Advanced Higher in at least one from 
Biology, Chemistry, Physics or Mathematics, 
and two Highers from Biology, Chemistry, 
Physics and Mathematics.
IB: 39 (including core points) with 
766 at HL 
Candidates are required to have two 
subjects from Biology, Chemistry, Physics 
and Mathematics at Higher Level.
Or any other equivalent
If candidates have not taken Biology, 
Chemistry, Physics or Mathematics on to a 
higher level (A-level or equivalent), they will 
need to show that they have received a 
basic education, achieving at least a grade 
C/4 at GCSE, Intermediate 2 or Standard 
grade (Credit) or equivalent in each of these 
science subjects. GCSE Dual Award 
Combined Sciences or equivalent is also 
acceptable. www.medsci.ox.ac.uk/study/bms
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 27%
Successful: 10%
Intake: 39
How to apply
  � Tests: BMAT. For test date and 

registration details: 
ox.ac.uk/bmat

  Written work: none required
Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding
Additional costs
Some students opt to stay longer in 
Oxford at the end of Year 2 to 
complete their project. While this is 
not required, it can increase living 
costs. In the (optional) fourth year, 
students will need to be in residence 
for an extended first term to begin 
their research project. You will need to 
be in Oxford for 12 weeks in the first 
term. This extended term means that 
you will need to budget for slightly 
higher living costs. 
ox.ac.uk/ugbiomed

Biomedical Sciences MBiomedSci 4 Years
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BIOMEDICAL CAREERS
This course provides a strong foundation 
to pursue academic research, work in the 
pharmaceutical and biotechnology sectors, 
or apply for an accelerated graduate entry 
course in medicine (page 108). In recent 
years, around two thirds of our graduates 
have gone on to study for a higher degree 
or a clinical qualification.

Terms 1–3 Terms 4–5 (Part I Finals) Terms 6–9 (Part iiA Finals)
TERMS 10-12 (PART IIB 
FINALS)

Courses 
	· Numerical and 

scientific skills 
(Mathematics and 
Statistics, 
Chemistry and 
Physics)

	· Body and cells
	· Genes and 

molecules 
	· Brain and 

behaviour 

Courses 
Students select courses 
totalling ten units from a 
wide range of subject 
areas, which currently 
include:
	· Psychological 

processes and 
disorders

	· Neurophysiology
	· Cellular and systems 

physiology
	· Intra- and intercellular 

signalling
	· Genetics and 

developmental biology
	· Pharmacology
	· Cellular pathology and 

immunology

Terms 6–8
Students work on their short research 
project and specialist review.
Terms 6–9
Students select from a wide range of 
specialised options that cover:
	· Cell and systems physiology and 

pharmacology
	· Neuroscience
	· Psychology
	· Pathology and developmental biology

Students will choose whether they wish  
to graduate from the course with either
a degree in Cell and Systems Biology or a  
degree in Neuroscience. The degree 
awarded will depend on the pattern of 
options chosen.

Term 10
Students receive 
skills-based teaching.
Terms 10–12
Students work on 
their extended 
research project and 
a review article on 
state of the art 
research in a chosen 
field. 

The full list of current options is available on the course website (details above).

Assessment 
Examined by five 
written papers at the 
end of the year. A 
satisfactory practical 
record is required for 
progression to Year 2.

Assessment 
Examined by two written 
papers at the start of 
the sixth term. An 
academic penalty will  
be applied for an 
unsatisfactory practical 
record.

Assessment 
Examined by three written papers during 
the third term of the final year. Students 
will also submit a project report, deliver a 
presentation on their research findings to 
the examiners and submit a Specialist 
Review. Performance at 2:1 level in Years 
2 and 3 is required for progression to 
Year 4. 

Assessment 
Students will submit 
an extended project 
report and deliver a 
presentation on their 
research findings to 
the examiners. 
Students will also 
submit their review 
article. 

 

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/ugbiomed

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and  
18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Course details:
www.medsci.ox.ac.uk/study/bms
bmsadmissions@medsci.ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer this 
course? See page 144

MORE ABOUT

LEADERS in biomedical     
teaching & research

A flexible and modern 
undergraduate science 
programme at a university 
leading the way in biomedical 
teaching and research.

The Biomedical Sciences course 
at the University of Oxford is  
a basic science degree course, 
offering education in cell and 
systems physiology and 
neuroscience. It is not accredited 
by the Institute of Biomedical 
Science. 

The structure of this course is currently under review. Up-to-date details on any course changes can be found on the course 
website (see above). 
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Chemistry is a wide-ranging science 
concerned with matter at the atomic and 
molecular scale. Important aspects are 
synthesis, structure, reaction 
mechanisms, properties, analysis and 
transformations of all types of materials.

Chemists are a constant source of 
innovation: it is hard to imagine any 
product introduced in recent times that 
did not require the creative efforts of a 
chemist. Chemistry underpins the 
conceptual framework and methodology 
of biochemistry and molecular medicine 
and is at the heart of many major 
industries.

Teaching and research are closely linked 
on the course: Oxford has one of the 
leading chemistry departments in the 
world with state-of-the-art teaching and 
research laboratories and world-class 
research in a broad range of areas 
including: synthesis and catalysis, 
medicinal and biological chemistry, 
sustainable energy, advanced materials, 
innovative measurement, and theoretical 
and computational chemistry. Students 
will be taught an exciting practical course 
in our recently-built lab. The department 
has an outstanding track record in 
commercialising the innovative work of 
research staff, which has raised  
millions of pounds for the University.

The MChem is a four-year course and 
is not modular, in the sense that the 
subject is taught and examined as a 
whole, enabling us to explore the links 
within the subject. The core material is 
taken by all students, with opportunities 
to specialise later in the course. The 
fourth year (Part II) is devoted exclusively 
to research – a distinctive feature of 
Chemistry at Oxford since 1916.

A typical week (Years 1–3)
• About ten lectures (9am and 10am)
• �One or two tutorials in your college 

with set work to be completed in your 
own time

• �Two afternoons of laboratory work 
(11am to 5pm)

• �A problems class, eg a mathematics 
class in the first year

Work placements/international 
opportunities
The fourth year (Part II) of the course 
involves full-time work within an 
established research group, which offers 
the possibility for a few students to  
spend time at laboratories in industry or  
at universities abroad. Many students  
find work placements during vacations 
through the Careers Service, and there 
are some opportunities within the 
department.

What are tutors looking for?
Tutors are looking for evidence of 
academic excellence and motivation, as 
well as the potential for advanced study, 
a capacity to analyse, explain and apply 
current knowledge, and a readiness to 
have a go at problems even when you 
cannot see how. 
ox.ac.uk/criteria

UCAS code: F100
Entrance requirements
A-levels: A*A*A (including Chemistry 
and Mathematics) with both A*s in 
science subjects and/or Mathematics
Advanced Highers: AA/AAB 
(including Chemistry and 
Mathematics)
IB: 40 (including core points). For 
applicants offering HL Mathematics: 
766 at HL with 7 in HL Chemistry 
and 6 in HL Mathematics. For 
applicants offering SL Mathematics: 
776 at HL with 7 in both HL 
Chemistry and a second HL science 
subject, and 7 in SL Mathematics: 
Analysis and Approaches.
Or any other equivalent
An additional science or Further 
Mathematics are also recommended
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 93%
Successful: 30%
Intake: 181
How to apply
  � Tests:  see ox.ac.uk/tests
  Written work: none required

Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding 
Additional costs
Students in their fourth year 
undertake full-time research over 
three extended terms of 12–13 
weeks each (38 weeks in total). This 
means that your living costs will be 
higher in your final year as a normal 
term is eight weeks long.
ox.ac.uk/ugchem

Chemistry MChem 4 years
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from a chemistry 
student

Chemistry CAREERS
Chemistry provides an excellent 
opportunity for the development of your 
critical faculties and intellect, and also 
instils important transferable skills that 
will serve you well, whatever your 
subsequent choice of career. While about 
55% of our Chemistry graduates go on 
to do research or further study, others 
enter professions such as scientific 
journalism, consultancy, patent law and 
teaching.

Long term, more than half our 
graduates remain in posts related to 
chemistry in some way. The Royal 
Society of Chemistry provides further 
information about careers using 
chemistry: www.rsc.org.

year 1 year 2 year 3 year 4 (extended terms)
Courses 
	· Four courses are 

taken:
	– Inorganic chemistry
	– Physical chemistry
	– Organic chemistry
	– �Mathematics for 
chemistry

	· Practical work

Courses 
	· Core material, including 

courses on:
	– Theoretical chemistry
	– Biological chemistry
	– �Molecular spectroscopy
	– Synthetic chemistry

	· Practical work

Courses 
	· Further core material, 

plus advanced courses 
with a choice from a 
wide variety of options

	· Practical work

Research 
	· Full-time research  

under the supervision  
of a member of the 
academic staff

Assessment 
First University 
examinations: four 
written papers; 
satisfactory practical 
record

Assessment 
Part IA examinations: three 
written papers; continuous 
assessment of practicals

Assessment 
Part IB examinations: 
seven written papers; 
continuous assessment of 
practicals

Assessment 
Part II examination: 
dissertation; oral 
examination; 
determination of the class 
of honours degree

This course is currently under review. Up-to-date details on any course changes can be found on the course website 
(see above).

 

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/ugchem

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and  
18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Course details:
www.chem.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 272568
admissions@chem.ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer this 
course? See page 144

MORE ABOUT

The great thing about  
Chemistry is that you learn 
about the fundamental 
aspects of the world we 
live in. Some of the biggest 
problems that face humanity 
are solved – via medicine, 
or via social and economic 
improvements – by the 
discoveries made by chemists.� 
� JACK

Amazing chemistry     
at Oxford

The fourth year is entirely 
devoted to a research 
project. This distinctive 
feature of the degree can be 
a life-changing experience.
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This course combines study of the history, 
archaeology and art of the classical world. 
It looks at the societies and cultures of 
the ancient Mediterranean through 
written texts, visual art and material 
remains, and has at its centre the two 
classical cultures of Greece and Rome. It is 
aimed at anyone interested in 
investigating ancient civilisations and their 
remains: from Greek temples and Roman 
amphitheatres to wall paintings and the 
poignant residues of everyday life. While it 
is primarily a historical and non-linguistic 
degree, ancient languages can be used 
and learned as part of the course.

The degree is taught through a mixture 
of tutorials, lectures and classes. Some 
cover specifically archaeological or 
historical approaches to ancient 
Mediterranean cultures, but the degree is 
unique in also offering courses that 
combine both approaches. In every year 
of the course there are classes led by 
both an archaeologist and a historian, 
which are designed to give an integrated, 
interdisciplinary approach to the topics 
studied.

The University’s resources for this 
combined subject are excellent, both in 
terms of library facilities (especially the 
Sackler Library), and the range and 
number of postholders in the two fields. 
The Ashmolean Museum also contains 
wide-ranging collections of art and 
artefacts from classical cultures.

Fieldwork and international 
opportunities
There are two practical elements: two 
weeks at the end of the first year spent 
on an archaeological field project, and the 
preparation of a report in the second and 
third years focusing either on a particular 
ancient site, or on an artefact or set of 
artefacts in a museum of your choice. 

Fieldwork projects recently attended by 
CAAH students include: Sangro Valley 
Project, Abruzzo, Italy; Halaesa, Sicily, 
Italy; Sanisera Field School, Menorca, 
Spain and Thouria, Kalamata, Greece.

A typical week
Year 1:
• �Lectures (four-six per week)
• �Team-taught classes (one per week for 

the first two terms)
• �Tutorials (one every one to two weeks) 

and/or language classes
Years 2-3: you will take six options and 
produce a site or museum report. 
Currently, the options are chosen from:
• �Integrated classes, bringing together 

historical and archaeological 
approaches to a particular period

• �Core papers, which deal with central 
topics in Greco-Roman studies

• �Further papers, which allow you either 
to build up concentrated expertise in 
some central areas and periods or to 
extend into earlier and later periods, 
and into non-classical cultures

• �Greek or Latin language papers.

What are tutors looking for?
Tutors are looking for intellectual potential, 
the specific visual, textual and reasoning 
abilities required for this course and,  
of course, serious interest in and 
commitment to both classical archaeology 
and ancient history. 

Tutors will consider all the available 
information – past and predicted 
examination results, the UCAS personal 
statement, academic reference, submitted 
written work and interviews – to assess 
your potential to benefit from the course, 
to be a good tutorial student, and to attain 
good results in examinations.  
ox.ac.uk/criteria

UCAS code: VV14
Entrance requirements
A-levels: AAA
Advanced Highers: AA/AAB
IB: 39 (including core points) with 
666 at HL
Or any other equivalent
A classical language, Classical Civilisation or 
Ancient History can be helpful to students 
in completing this course, although they 
are not required for admission.
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 90%
Successful: 22%
Intake: 20
How to apply

  Tests: none required
  � Written work: two pieces

	 See ox.ac.uk/writwork
Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding  
Additional costs
At the end of the first year, you will 
attend an archaeological fieldwork 
project. You will receive a grant 
(currently £1,000) from the faculty 
towards your fieldwork, and some 
colleges may provide financial 
assistance; however, you may need 
to budget for additional costs 
depending on your choice of project.
ox.ac.uk/ugcaah

Classical Archaeology and Ancient History BA 3 years
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CAAH CAREERS
Some CAAH graduates go on to  
further study and research to become 
professional archaeologists and historians. 
Others move into different areas, including 
museum curation, heritage management, 
education, finance, advertising, publishing, 
the Civil Service and the law. Recent 
CAAH graduates include a financial 
adviser, a teacher and a curator. Sarah 
became a personal adviser. She says: ‘My 
degree at Oxford provided the challenging 
environment in which I developed the 
skills I later needed to successfully 
complete Reed’s rigorous application 
procedure.’

year 1 years 2 and 3

Courses 
Four courses are taken.
Core elements:
	· Aristocracy and 

democracy in the Greek 
world, 550–450 BC

	· Republic to empire: Rome, 
50 BC to AD 50

Current optional elements:
	· Archaeology: Homeric 

archaeology and early 
Greece from 1550 to 
700 BC; Greek vases; 
Greek sculpture c600–
300 BC; Roman 
architecture

	· History: Thucydides and 
the West; Aristophanes’ 
political comedy; Cicero 
and Catiline; Tacitus and 
Tiberius

	· Ancient Languages: 
Beginning Ancient Greek 
or Latin; Intermediate 
Ancient Greek or Latin; 
Advanced Ancient Greek 
or Latin

Courses 
Six courses are taken from a wide choice of options. These currently include:
	· Rome, Italy, and the Hellenistic East, c300–100 BC
	· Imperial culture and society, cAD 50–150
	· The Greeks and the Mediterranean world, c950–500 BC
	· Greek art and archaeology, c500–300 BC
	· Art under the Roman Empire, AD 14–337
	· Roman archaeology: cities and settlement under the Empire
	· Alexander the Great and his early successors
	· The Greek city in the Roman world from Dio Chrysostom to John Chrysostom
	· Thucydides and the Greek world, 479–403 BC
	· Republic in crisis, 146–46 BC
	· Egyptian art and architecture
	· The archaeology of Minoan Crete, 3200–1000 BC
	· Etruscan Italy, 900–300 BC
	· Science-based methods in archaeology
	· Greek and Roman coins
	· Mediterranean maritime archaeology
	· The archaeology of the late Roman Empire, AD 284–641
	· Athenian democracy in the Classical Age
	· Cicero: politics and thought in the late Republic
	· Religions in the Greek and Roman world, c31 BC–AD 312
	· Sexuality and gender in Greece and Rome
	· The Achaemenid Empire, 550–330 BC
	· St Augustine and the last days of Rome, AD 370–430
	· Epigraphy of the Greek and/or Roman world, c700 BC–AD 300
	· Intermediate Ancient Greek or Latin
	· Advanced Ancient Greek or Latin
	· Research for a site or museum report

More information about current options is available on the course website (details above).

Assessment 
First University examinations:
four written papers

Assessment 
Final University examinations: six written papers; one site or museum report

Sackler Library
The Sackler Library is 
one of the University’s 
principal research libraries, 
specialising in Archaeology, 
Art History and Classics 
(Ancient History and 
Literature). 

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/ugcaah

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and  
18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Oxford and Cambridge 
Classics Open Day in 
Cambridge: 20 March 2020  
– booking required
www.classics.ox.ac.uk/ 
admiss-open.html

Course details:
www.classics.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 288391
undergraduate@classics.ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer this course? 
See page 144
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Classics (Literae Humaniores) is a wide-
ranging degree devoted to the study of 
the literature, history, philosophy, 
languages and archaeology of the ancient 
Greek and Roman worlds. It is one of the 
most interdisciplinary of all degrees, and 
offers the opportunity to study these two 
foundational ancient civilisations and their 
reception in modern times. The degree 
also permits students to take extensive 
options in modern philosophy, a flexibility 
which makes Oxford’s Literae Humaniores 
different from most other Classics courses.

Oxford has the largest Classics Faculty 
and programme of courses in the world, 
with outstanding teaching, library and 
museum resources, including the Sackler 
and Bodleian libraries, the Ashmolean 
Museum and a designated Classics Centre. 
The course involves extensive study of 
ancient languages, with a view to studying 
texts in the original. Applications are 
welcomed from candidates with or without 
prior knowledge of Greek and/or Latin. The 
breadth of courses available means you can 
study papers ranging from Homeric 
archaeology to Byzantine literature, while 
the length of the course allows students to 
explore the various disciplines within this 
vast subject and to engage with their 
particular interests within the classical 
world in real depth. The Philosophy Faculty 
is the largest in the UK, and one of the 
largest in the world, with more than 70 
full-time members and a worldwide 
reputation. Each year the faculty admits 
around 450 undergraduates to read the 
various degrees involving philosophy.  

Fieldwork/international 
opportunities
Fieldwork is not a requirement in any part 
of the course, but some undergraduates 
may participate in archaeological 
excavations.

A typical week
Your time is divided between lectures, 
tutorials and private study. The working 
week is typically structured around two 
tutorials in different subjects. Most of your 
independent work will be in preparation of 
essays for your tutorials, although 
systematic language-learning and reading 
of texts will also require considerable time 
and effort. Much of the teaching will take 
place in your college, but lectures are 
given in the Classics Faculty and the 
Examination Schools, and for particular 
subjects you may also work with tutors 
from other colleges.

What are tutors looking for?
Successful candidates will be expected to 
display competence in Latin or Greek (or 
general language aptitude if applying for 
Course II). Tutors are also looking for 
potential and an enquiring mind, and a real 
commitment to this wide-ranging subject. 
ox.ac.uk/criteria

Classics CAREERS
The breadth of subjects studied and 
variety of skills learned to a high level 
mean Classics graduates are in high 
demand among employers. Careers for 
recent Classics graduates include teaching, 
the Civil Service, the media, film 
production, the law, publishing and  
further classical study.

James works for the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office. He says: ‘Following 
four years of excellent teaching in an 
astoundingly varied field, the intellectual 
rigour developed at Oxford has taken me 
from negotiating for the UK at the United 
Nations to learning Mandarin and 
representing the UK in China. Classics 
provided me with the perfect platform, 
and more importantly gave me four 
wonderful years steeped in the fascinating 
classical world.’ 

UCAS codes: Q800 (Course I) 
or Q810 (Course II)
Entrance requirements
A-levels: AAA (with As in Latin and 
Greek, if taken)
Advanced Highers: AA/AAB (with A 
in Latin, if taken)
IB: 39 (including core points) with 
666 at HL (and an aggregate of 12 
in Latin and Greek, if taken)
Or any other equivalent
For Course I, candidates should normally 
have Latin and/or Greek to A-level, 
Advanced Higher, Higher Level in the IB or 
equivalent. Course II is for candidates with 
no or lesser experience of these languages.
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 96%
Successful: 39%
Intake: 115
How to apply
  � Tests: CAT. For test date and 

registration details: 
ox.ac.uk/cat

  � Written work: two pieces 
ox.ac.uk/writwork

Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding 

English and Modern Languages BA 4 years with a year abroad 

Classics (Literae Humaniores) BA 4 years 
Classical Languages and Literature, Ancient History, Classical Archaeology, 
Philology, Ancient and Modern Philosophy
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Course names Terms 1–5 
Courses

Terms 1–5 
Assessment

Terms 6–12 
courses 

Terms 6–12 
Assessment 

Course IA
(Latin and Greek, 
for those who have 
studied Latin and 
Greek to A-level or 
equivalent)

Course IB
(Latin and Greek, 
for those who have 
studied only Latin 
to A-level or 
equivalent)

Course IC
(Latin and Greek, 
for those who have 
studied only Greek 
to A-level or 
equivalent)

Course IIA
(Latin only, for 
those who have 
not studied Greek 
or Latin to A-level 
or equivalent)

Course IIB
(Greek only, for 
those who have 
not studied Latin or 
Greek to A-level or 
equivalent)

	· Homer’s Iliad
	· Virgil’s Aeneid
	· Texts and contexts: 

integrating literary/ 
archaeological 
material

	· A special subject in 
philosophy (ancient 
or modern)

	· A classical special 
subject: historical, 
archaeological or 
philological

	· Greek and Latin 
language work

	· Virgil’s Aeneid
	· Special subjects and 

Texts and contexts 
(as Course I)

	· Latin language 
work

	· Homer’s Iliad
	· Special subjects and 

Texts and contexts 
(as Course I)

	· Greek language 
work

First University 
examinations IA:
ten papers, 
including four 
language papers 
(Latin and Greek)

First University 
examinations IB:
ten papers, 
including four 
language papers 
(Greek language 
work at a less 
advanced level than 
IA, Latin at the 
same level as IA)

First University 
examinations IC:
ten papers, 
including four 
language papers 
(Latin language 
work at a less 
advanced level than 
IA, Greek at the 
same level as IA)

First University 
examinations IIA:
seven papers, 
including two 
language papers

First University 
examinations IIB:
seven papers, 
including two 
language papers

Choose eight options 
from more than 80 in 
the following subjects 
(no area is compulsory; 
it is usually possible to 
offer an undergraduate 
thesis in place of one 
paper):
	· Greek and Roman 

history (up to five): 
some are period 
papers, others topic-
based

	· Philosophy (up to 
five): numerous 
ancient and modern 
options; up to four 
can be in modern 
philosophy

	· Greek and Latin 
literature (up to five)

	· Greek and Roman 
archaeology (up to 
two, plus a thesis if 
you wish)

	· Philology and 
Linguistics (up to 
two, plus a thesis if 
you wish)

	· Course II students 
can take up the 
second classical 
language (will count 
as two papers in the 
final exam)

Final University 
examinations:
eight exam subjects 
taken, with the 
possibility of offering 
one paper as a thesis. 
For some literature 
options: assessment 
involves the 
composition of one 
long essay over a 
three-week period.

The options listed 
here are illustrative 
and may change. A 
full list of current 
options is available on 
the Classics website 
(details above).

Final University 
examinations:
as Course I, but Latin 
only, unless you take 
optional second 
classical language

Final University 
examinations:
as Course I, but Greek 
only, unless you take 
optional second 
classical language

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/ugclassics

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Oxford and Cambridge Classics Open Day in 
Cambridge: 20 March 2020 – booking required 
www.classics.ox.ac.uk/admiss-open.html

Course details:
www.classics.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 288391
undergraduate@classics.ox.ac.uk

www.philosophy.ox.ac.uk/admissions/
undergraduate/courses

Which colleges offer this course? See page 144
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Classics and English BA 3 years (Course I) or 4 years (Course II)

The Classics and English degree at Oxford 
gives students the opportunity to study 
the literature and culture of the ancient and 
modern world, separately and in 
comparison; to trace ideas and genres 
across cultures and time; and to think about 
continuities and change in how people 
think, write and imagine their world. All 
students study either Latin or Greek or 
both, encountering ancient literature in the 
original language(s). Course I is a three-
year course for candidates with an A-level 
or equivalent in either Latin or Greek; 
Course II is for those who have not studied 
either language at school or college, and 
includes a preliminary year learning Latin or 
Greek alongside some study of classical 
literature, making it a four-year course.

You can choose to specialise in your 
interests on each side of the course, 
taking a range of options in English 
literature, and in ancient literature, 
history, philosophy and linguistics. But 
the degree also integrates the two sides 
of its course, offering several papers 
designed specifically for the kind of 
comparative work that the course 
encourages. In the first year (second, for 
Course II), students take a paper in 
English literature 1550–1660, the 
period during which writers were most 
consistently and intensely engaged with 
the languages and literatures of ancient 
Greece and Rome. Among the highlights 
of the last two years are four ‘link 
papers’: all students take Epic, working 
on authors such as Homer, Virgil, Milton, 
Alice Oswald and Derek Walcott; and 
then choose to take Comedy, Tragedy  
or Reception (in which you study the 
reception of ancient literature in 
20th-century poetry). (Students who 
choose to take up a second classical 
language in their second (third for 
Course II) year only take Epic.) The 

dissertation allows students to pursue an 
independently devised topic with an 
expert supervisor, which may combine 
the subjects or focus on an aspect of 
one of them.  

Oxford has a long and distinguished 
tradition of research and teaching in both 
Classics and English. Oxford has the 
largest Classics department and 
programme of courses in the world, with 
outstanding teaching, library and 
museum resources, including the 
Bodleian and Sackler Libraries, the 
Ashmolean Museum and a designated 
Classics Centre. The English Faculty is 
the largest English department in the UK. 
Colleges have tutors who are responsible 
for tutorial teaching (in groups of three 
students or fewer) in their own college; 
students also attend lectures in both 
faculties, so you have the opportunity to 
learn from a wide range of specialist 
teachers. Library provision for English at 
Oxford is exceptionally good. All students 
have access to the Bodleian Library (with 
its extensive manuscript collection), the 
English Faculty Library, their own college 
libraries and a wide range of electronic 
resources.

A typical week
A typical week is structured around two 
tutorials in different subjects, with the 
rest of your time divided between 
lectures, classes (including language 
classes) and private study. Most of your 
work will be preparation of essays for 
tutorials (you will be expected to produce 
between eight and twelve pieces of 
written work during a term), however 
language-learning and reading will also 
require considerable time. Much of the 
teaching will take place in your college, 
but you will attend three to four lectures 
a week.

UCAS codes: 
QQ38 (Classics and English) 
QQH8 (Classics II and English)
Entrance requirements
A-levels: AAA (with As in Latin and 
Greek, if taken)
Advanced Highers: AA/AAB (with A 
in Latin if taken)
IB: 39 (including core points) with 
666 at HL (with an aggregate of 12 
in Latin and Greek, if taken) 
Or any other equivalent
Candidates are expected to have English 
Literature, or English Language and 
Literature, to A-level, Advanced Higher, 
Higher Level in the IB or any other 
equivalent. Applicants for Course I would 
be expected to have Latin and/or Greek to 
A-level, Advanced Higher, Higher Level in 
the IB or any other equivalent. Course II is 
designed for candidates with no experience 
of studying the classical languages.
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 89%
Successful: 30%
Intake: 12
How to apply
  � Tests: CAT and ELAT. For test date 

and registration details:	
ox.ac.uk/cat and  
ox.ac.uk/elat

  � Written work: two pieces
	 ox.ac.uk/writwork
Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding
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What are tutors looking for?
Tutors are looking for curious, 
independent students with a real 
commitment to the wide-ranging 
study and comparison of literatures. 
The English Literature Admissions 
Test and written work help us to 
gauge your analytical skills and your 
writing. Successful candidates will 
also demonstrate either a strong 
potential for language-learning, if 
applying for Course II, or existing 
competence in Latin or Greek, for 
Course I; these skills are tested by 
the Classics Admissions Test. 

Interviews allow us to explore 
your enthusiasm for literature and 
the comparative aspects of the 
course, your response to new ideas 
and information and your 
independent thinking and reading. 
We expect you to have read widely 
in English and classical literature (in 
translation or in the original), and to 
have an appetite for talking and 

writing about literature and 
approaches to it. However, we are 
not looking for any reading in 
particular; we are interested in your 
own ideas, interests and in seeing 
how you think.   
ox.ac.uk/criteria

C&E CAREERS
Many graduates in Classics and 
English have entered fields such as 
teaching, the media, management 
consultancy, the law, finance, 
advertising, journalism, writing and 
librarianship or have continued  
to further study in one or both 
subjects. 

Course details:
www.classics.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 288391
undergraduate@classics.ox.ac.uk

www.english.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 271055
undergrad@ell.ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer this 
course? See page 144.

year 1 years 2 and 3

Courses 
Five papers are taken:
	· Introduction to English language and literature
	· Literature in English 1550–1660
	· Unseen translation for Classics
	· Greek and/or Latin literature (two papers)

Note: Course II students spend a preliminary year learning 
Latin or Greek, alongside some study of classical literature 
before embarking on the above.

Courses 
Seven papers are taken:
	· Two link papers, one compulsory (Epic), and a choice 

from Comedy, Tragedy, Reception (unless a student 
chooses to take a second classical language, in which 
case only Epic is taken)

	· Two papers from the English single honours course 
(see page 70), including one period paper not taken in 
the first year

	· One core paper in Latin or Greek literature
	· One Classics option (which can be from literature, 

history, philosophy or linguistics)
	· Dissertation of 8,000 words, either interdisciplinary or 

focused on English or Classics
More information on current options is available on the 
Classics course website (details above).

Assessment 
Four written papers form the First University Examination, 
together with a submitted portfolio of an essay and a 
commentary for Introduction to English language and 
literature. All exams must be passed, but marks do not 
count towards the final degree.

Assessment 
Up to three papers examined as coursework (extended 
essays and dissertation). The remaining papers will then 
be examined by final written examinations.

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/ugce

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Oxford and Cambridge Classics 
Open Day in Cambridge: 20 March 
2020 – booking required 
www.classics.ox.ac.uk/ 
admiss-open.html
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Classics and Modern Languages enables 
you to combine study of Latin and/or 
Ancient Greek with a modern language. 
The course involves extensive study of 
major literary texts, alongside training in 
linguistic skills. The Greeks and Romans 
were active in all the countries covered 
by the available languages. Not only does 
studying this course help to give students 
greater access to the ancient cultures, it 
is also a chance to examine how classical 
literature and culture have shaped their 
modern counterparts. Some options 
provide an opportunity to compare texts 
directly from both sides of the course, 
focusing on classical influence on modern 
European literature.

Oxford has the largest Classics Faculty 
in the world, and the Medieval and 
Modern Languages Faculty is one of the 
largest in the country, with a major 
research library, the Taylor Institution, and 

a well-equipped Language Centre. 
Undergraduates have access to the 
Bodleian and Sackler Libraries, the 
Ashmolean Museum and a dedicated 
Classics Centre. Students develop oral 
proficiency in the modern language by 
regular contact with native speakers.

International opportunities
Students spend a year abroad before 
their final year. Please see Modern 
Languages (page 112) for more 
information.

A typical week
Your time is divided between lectures, 
tutorials and private study. The working 
week is typically structured around two 
tutorials in different subjects. Most of 
your independent work will be in 
preparation of essays for your tutorials, 
although systematic language-learning 
and reading of texts will also require 
considerable time and effort. Much of the 
teaching will take place in your college, 
but lectures are given in the Classics 
Faculty, the Faculty of Medieval and 
Modern Languages and the Examination 
Schools. For particular subjects you may 
also work with tutors from other colleges. 

What are tutors looking for?
Successful candidates will be expected to 
display competence in Latin or Greek (or 
general language aptitude if applying for 
Course II). Tutors in both Classics and 
Modern Languages are also looking for 
potential and an enquiring mind, as well 
as real commitment to this wide-ranging 
subject. 
ox.ac.uk/criteria

CML CAREERS
Careers for CML graduates include 
the media, teaching, acting, management, 
the law, publishing, advertising and 
librarianship, as well as working with 

Classics and Modern Languages �BA 4 or 5 years including a year abroad

UCAS code: see combinations
Entrance requirements
A-levels: AAA (with As in Latin and 
Greek, if taken)
Advanced Highers: AA/AAB (with A 
in Latin, if taken)
IB: 39 (including core points) with 
666 at HL
Or any other equivalent
Candidates are not required to have 
studied Greek or Latin at the point of 
application. Course I is designed for 
candidates with Greek and/or Latin to 
A-level, Advanced Higher, Higher Level in 
the IB or equivalent. Course II is tailored 
for candidates with no or lesser experience 
of Latin and/or Greek. Course II candidates 
would usually be expected to have studied 
the modern language before, or to speak it 
at home or school.	
For French, German, Russian 
and Spanish
Candidates would usually be 
expected to have the language to 
A-level, Advanced Higher, Higher 
Level in the IB or another academic 
equivalent.
For Czech, Modern Greek, 
Italian and Portuguese
Candidates may apply with an A-level 
or equivalent in the relevant language 
or for a beginners’ course, which 
allows students to start studying one 
of these languages from scratch. 
Beginners’ courses are not available 
to Course II candidates, who will be 
taking a beginners’ course in Ancient 
Greek or Latin.
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 79%
Successful: 30%
Intake: 5
How to apply
  � Tests: CAT and MLAT. For test 

date and registration details: 
ox.ac.uk/cat and  
ox.ac.uk/mlat

  � Written work: two to four pieces 
ox.ac.uk/writwork

Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding
The year abroad has lower fees and may have 
extra funding: ox.ac.uk/erasmus. Some 
costs related to year abroad activity may be 
subject to some variation as arrangements 
relating to the UK’s decision to leave the EU 
are progressed. For further information about 
additional costs on the year abroad see 
ox.ac.uk/ugcml.
Course combinations
Classics (I or II) and:

Czech � QR87
French � QR81
German � QR82
Modern Greek� QQ87
Italian� QR83
Portuguese � QR85
Russian 	� QRV7
Spanish 	� QR84

Classics I and Beginners’:
Czech � Q8R7
Modern Greek� QR8Y
Italian� QR38
Portuguese � QR8N
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international companies or 
organisations. Liliana says: ‘I now work 
in China as a television presenter for 
programmes on Chinese society, 
politics and culture. The meticulous 
linguistic training from my degree in 
Classics and French was first-rate 
preparation for tackling the puzzle of 
Chinese characters, while studying the 
classical and medieval worlds left me 
ready to take on the rich unfamiliarity 
of Chinese traditions.’ 

Please see ox.ac.uk/erasmus
for details of current Erasmus
opportunities for this course.

Option A
year 1 (Course I) 
or years 1 and 2 (Course II)

Option B
years 1 and 2 
(terms 1–5)

Options A and B (plus intercalated year abroad)
Terms 4–9 (Option A Course I), 6–12 (Option B), 
or 7–12 (Option A Course II)

Course II students spend a preliminary 
year studying Latin or Greek, then 
follow Course I.
Courses 
	· Translation from the ancient 

language(s) into English (one paper)
	· Literature in the ancient language 

or languages (two papers)
	· Practical language work for the 

modern language (two papers)
	· Literature in your modern language 

(two papers)

Courses 
As for Classics (see entry 
for Classics (page 52) for 
the first five terms).
Course II students follow 
Classics Course II.
In addition, undergraduates 
normally maintain their 
modern language through 
language classes.

Courses 
	· Classics (three/four papers): a core paper in 

Latin or in Greek literature, two or three 
Classics options

	· Modern Language (four/five papers) 
	· Possibility of a paper or a long essay exploring 

the links between ancient and modern 
literatures

The options listed above are illustrative and may 
change. More information about current options is 
available on the course websites (details above).

Assessment 
First University examinations: three 
papers in the ancient language; four 
papers in the modern language 

Assessment 
First University 
examinations in Classics: 
ten papers

Assessment 
Final University examinations: nine papers in total 
(eight compulsory, one optional) plus oral exam in 
the modern language. A thesis may be offered in 
place of one of the compulsory papers in Classics.

 

Course structure

Two routes through the course, called ‘options’, are available to CML students. This is separate from whether you will study 
Course I (if you have studied Latin and/or Greek to A-level standard or equivalent) or Course II (if you have not). You will be asked 
which route you wish to take only after you have applied to Oxford. The two routes are identical in their last two years, and lead 
to the same final exams; they differ only in their first one or two years. 
Option A divides its time evenly between Classics (mostly language and literature) and Modern Languages. This option (also 
known as the ‘Prelims route’, because you will take a Preliminary Examination similar to that taken by Classics and English or Modern 
Languages students) lasts three years for Course I students, and four years for Course II students. (With the year abroad, this 
makes a total of four or five years.)
Option B begins with a focus on Classics. For the first five terms, students take all the same options in Greek and/or Latin language, 
literature, ancient history, archaeology, philology and ancient or modern philosophy as are available to students of Classics. This option 
(also known as the ‘Mods route’, because you will take Honour Moderations (first exams) in Classics identical to those taken by 
Classics students) lasts four years for students on both Course I and Course II. (With the year abroad, this makes a total of five years.)

 

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/ugcml

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Oxford and Cambridge Classics 
Open Day in Cambridge: 20 March 
2020 – booking required
www.classics.ox.ac.uk/ 
admiss-open.html

Modern Languages and joint 
courses Open Day:  
2 May 2020 – booking required  
www.mod-langs.ox.ac.uk/
schools/meet-us

Course details:
www.classics.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 288391
undergraduate@classics.ox.ac.uk

www.mod-langs.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 270750
office@mod-langs.ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer this course? 
See page 144
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This course allows you to combine the 
study of an Oriental language and culture 
with Latin and/or Greek and the study of 
the ancient world. There are two options: 
Classics with Oriental Studies (Q8T9) and 
Oriental Studies with Classics (T9Q8). In 
each case the subject mentioned first is 
the main subject (about two-thirds of the 
degree) and the second is an additional 
subject (about one-third of the degree). 
This joint honours degree provides an 
exciting opportunity for students who 
want to focus on interdisciplinary studies. 
It enables students to explore the cultural 
development and crossover in places such 
as Iran, Egypt and India. You will study the 
relationship between the languages and 
cultures of the great monotheistic 
religions within their various Greek and 
Roman contexts.

Oxford is ideally placed for the 
combined study of Classics and Oriental 
Studies, not least due to the numerous 
and varied teaching staff in each faculty, 
and the resources of the Ashmolean 
Museum, the Sackler Library and the China 
Centre. The Bodleian Oriental Institute 
Library has core collections comprising 
Islamic, South Asian and Jewish Studies. 
Oxford has the largest Classics faculty and 
programme of courses in the world, with 
outstanding teaching, library and museum 
resources and a designated Classics 
Centre.

A typical week
Your time will be divided between 
lectures, tutorials (typically two a week, in 
different subjects) and private study. 
Most of your work will involve preparing 
essays for your tutorials, although 
systematic language-learning and reading 
of texts also require considerable time and 

effort. Much of the teaching will take 
place in your college, but lectures are 
given in the Classics Faculty, Oriental 
Institute and the Examination Schools,  
and for particular subjects you may work 
with tutors from other colleges. 

What are tutors looking for?
Successful candidates will be expected  
to display competence in Latin or Greek 
(or general language aptitude if applying 
for Course II). Tutors in both Classics  
and Oriental Studies are also looking  
for potential and an enquiring mind,  
and a real commitment to this wide-
ranging subject. The ability to sustain  
an argument is also important. 
ox.ac.uk/criteria

FROM A Cos STUDENT

UCAS codes: 
Q8T9 (Classics with Oriental 
Studies)
T9Q8 (Oriental Studies with 
Classics)
Entrance requirements
A-levels: AAA (with As in Latin and 
Greek, if taken)
Advanced Highers: AA/AAB, with A 
in Latin, if taken
IB: 39 (including core points) with 
666 at HL and an aggregate of 12 in 
Latin and Greek, if taken
Or any other equivalent
Candidates for Classics with Oriental 
Studies without an A-level or similar 
qualification in either Greek or Latin will 
follow Classics Course II – please see  
page 52 for details.
How to apply
  � Tests:  

��Classics with Oriental Studies: 
�CAT (including part 3 (CLAT) for 
Arabic/Hebrew/Persian/Turkish 
options) 

Oriental Studies with Classics: 
OLAT (Arabic/Hebrew/Persian/		
Turkish options only) 
For test date and registration 
details: ox.ac.uk/cat and 
ox.ac.uk/olat

  � Written work: two pieces 
ox.ac.uk/writwork

Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding. 
For further information about 
additional costs on the year abroad 
see ox.ac.uk/ugcos.

The Classics and Oriental Studies 
course is an enriching opportunity 
to broaden the usual frontiers of the 
study of Classics by adding to it one 
language considered to be culturally 
external to the Greek and Roman 
civilisations. The languages to choose 
between are numerous, each of which 
has the potential to change your 
perspective both of Classics and of 
the world. On the other hand, the 
study of Classics will teach you a lot 
about how to look at the language of 
the Oriental Studies part. So far, this 
course has taught me that looking at 
some things from the outside is the 
finest lens to see through to their 
innermost workings. Overall, this 
external eye has helped me to think 
about the roots of civilisation and the 
relationship between language and 
society. � DOMINIQUE

Classics AND Oriental Studies BA 4 yeaRs  
3 years if Oriental Studies is without compulsory year abroad
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year 1, year 2 (terms 1–5) years 2–4 (terms 6–12) 

Courses 
Follow the course for Classics (see 
page 52).

Courses 
Carry on with Classics options and start with chosen Oriental language from:
	· Akkadian
	· Arabic
	· Aramaic and Syriac
	· Armenian
	· Coptic
	· Egyptian

	· Hebrew
	· Early Iranian
	· Pali
	· Sanskrit
	· Turkish

Assessment 
First University examinations in 
Classics (see page 52)

Assessment 
Final University examinations: eight written papers (five in Classics, three in 
Oriental Studies); one paper may be substituted by a thesis

More information about current options is available on the course websites (details above).

year 1 year 2 (for languages 
with a year abroad)

years 2 and 3 (for languages without a year abroad) or 
years 3 and 4 (for languages with a year abroad)

Courses  
Select main language:

	· Akkadian 	· Persian*
	· Arabic* 	· Sanskrit
	· Egyptian 	· Turkish*
	· Hebrew

Courses 
Year abroad: approved 
course of language 
instruction 

Courses 
Carry on with Oriental Studies options and choose 
either Greek or Latin 

*These languages include a year abroad in the second year.

Assessment 
First University examinations in 
Oriental Studies (see page 120)

Assessment 
Final University examinations: eight to ten written 
papers (five to seven in Oriental Studies, three in 
Classics) 

More information about current options is available on the course websites (details above).

Classics with Oriental Studies

Oriental Studies with Classics

Bodleian Oriental    
Institute Library     
The Bodleian Oriental Institute 
Library has core collections 
comprising Islamic, South Asian 
and Jewish Studies.

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/ugcos

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Oxford and Cambridge Classics 
Open Day in Cambridge: 20 
March 2020 – booking required
www.classics.ox.ac.uk/ 
admiss-open.html

Oriental Studies Open Day: 
2 May 2020 – booking required
www.orinst.ox.ac.uk/article/ 
open-days

Course details:
www.classics.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 288391
undergraduate@classics.ox.ac.uk

www.orinst.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 278312
undergraduate.administrator@orinst.ox.
ac.uk
Which colleges offer this course? 
See page 144

MORE ABOUT
COS CAREERS
Students have the opportunity  
to develop good linguistic and  
analytical abilities and will be very 
attractive to employers from  
a wide variety of sectors. Knowledge  
of a modern language opens up 
opportunities for careers with 
international companies and  
organisations.
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Computer science is about understanding 
computer systems and networks at a 
deep level. Computers and the programs 
they run are among the most complex 
products ever created; designing and 
using them effectively presents immense 
challenges. Facing these challenges is the 
aim of computer science as a practical 
discipline, and this leads to some 
fundamental questions:
• �How can we capture in a precise  

way what we want a computer system 
to do?

• �Can we mathematically prove that a 
computer system does what we want  
it to?

• �How can computers help us to model 
and investigate complex systems like 
the Earth’s climate, financial systems or 
our own bodies?

• �What are the limits to computing? Will 
quantum computers extend those 
limits?

The theories that are now emerging  
to answer these kinds of questions can 
be immediately applied to design new 
computers, programs, networks and 
systems that are transforming science, 
business, culture and all other aspects  
of life.

Computer Science can be studied for 
three years (BA) or four years (Master  
of Computer Science). The fourth year 
allows the study of advanced topics and 
an in-depth research project. Students do 
not need to choose between the three-
year and four-year options when applying 
to the course; all students apply for the 
four-year course, and then decide at the 
start of the third year whether they wish 
to continue to the fourth year (which is 
subject to achieving a 2:1 at the end of 
the third year). 

The course concentrates on creating 
links between theory and practice. It 
covers a wide variety of software and 

hardware technologies and their 
applications. We are looking for students 
with strong mathematical ability, which 
you will develop into skills that can be 
used both for reasoning rigorously about 
the behaviour of programs and computer 
systems, and for applications such as 
scientific computing. You will also gain 
practical problem-solving and program 
design skills; the majority of subjects 
within the course are linked with practical 
work in our well-equipped laboratory.

A typical week
During the first part of the course, your 
work will be divided between about ten 
lectures and two tutorials each week, in 
addition to about two practical sessions. 
In tutorials you will discuss ideas in depth 
with an experienced computer scientist, 
usually with just one or two other 
students. You will be expected to spend a 
considerable amount of time developing 
your own understanding of the topics 
covered in lectures, answering questions 
designed to check your understanding, 
and preparing for tutorials. 

As the course progresses, you will also 
begin to work in small classes of up to 
ten people on more specialised topics. In 
the second year you will take part in a 
group design practical, which may be 
sponsored by industry. In Years 3 and 4 
about a third of your time is spent 
working on your chosen individual project.

What are tutors looking for?
We look for proven mathematical  
talent, the ability to think and work 
independently, the capacity to absorb and 
use new ideas, and enthusiasm. We use 
these criteria alongside the Mathematics 
Admissions Test (MAT) results to decide 
whom to interview.

At interview, we explore how you 
tackle unfamiliar problems and respond 
to new ideas; we are more interested in 

Computer Science BA 3 years or MCompSci 4 years 

UCAS code: G400
Entrance requirements
A-levels: A*AA with the A* in 
Mathematics, Further Mathematics 
or Computing/Computer Science
Advanced Highers: AA/AAB
IB: 39 (including core points) with 
766 at HL
Or any other equivalent
Candidates are expected to have 
Mathematics to A-level (A or A* grade), 
Advanced Higher (A grade), Higher Level in 
the IB (score 7) or another equivalent. If 
Further Mathematics is taken to A-level or 
to AS-level, then we require an A in that 
also. Further Mathematics is highly 
recommended.
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 21%
Successful: 7%
Intake: 39
How to apply
  � Tests: MAT. For test date  

and registration details:  
ox.ac.uk/mat

  Written work: none required
Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding
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how you approach problem-solving than 
the solution. We don’t require any previous 
formal qualification in computing, but we 
do expect a real interest in the subject.

CS CAREERS
Common roles for graduates include 
computer programmer, software designer 
and engineer, financial analyst and scientific 
researcher.

Graduates in Computer Science from 
Oxford were the top earners in the 2017 
Sunday Times league table of graduate 
salaries. Six months after graduation our 
students had achieved a median salary of 
£45,000, higher than graduates of all other 
UK undergraduate degree courses.

year 1 year 2 year 3 year 4

Courses 
	· Core courses 

(100%):
	– �Continuous 
mathematics

	– �Design and 
analysis of 
algorithms

	– Digital systems
	– �Discrete 
mathematics

	– �Ethics and 
responsible 
innovation

	– �Functional 
programming

	– �Imperative 
programming

	– �Introduction to 
formal proof

	– Linear algebra
	– Probability

Courses 
	· Core courses (50%):

	– Algorithms
	– Compilers
	– �Concurrent 
programming

	– �Models of computation
	– Group design practical

	· Current options (50%) 
include:

	– �Computer architecture
	– Computer graphics
	– Computer networks
	– Databases
	– Artificial intelligence
	– Logic and proof

Courses 
	· Current options (67%) 

include:
	– �Computational complexity
	– Machine learning 
	– Computer security
	– �Computer-aided formal 

verification
	– Geometric modelling
	– �Knowledge 

representation and 
reasoning

	– �Lambda calculus and 
types

	– �Principles of 
programming languages

	· Project work (33%) 

Courses 
	· Current options (62%) 

include:
	– �Advanced topics in 
machine learning 

	– �Automata, logic and 
games

	– Advanced security
	– �Categories, proofs and 
processes

	– �Computational game 
theory

	– �Computational learning 
theory

	– �Concurrent algorithms 
and data structures

	– �Database systems 
implementation

	– �Probabilistic model 
checking

	– Probability and computing
	– �Quantum computer 
science

	– Requirements
	· Project work (38%) 

The courses listed above are illustrative and may change. A full list of current options is available 
on the course website (details above).

Assessment 
Four exam papers

Assessment 
Four exam papers

Assessment 
Ten exam papers plus project 
report

Assessment 
Five take-home exams or 
written papers plus project 
report

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/ugcs

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Course details:
www.cs.ox.ac.uk/ugadmissions
+44 (0) 1865 273821/283507
undergraduate.admissions@cs.ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer this 
course? See page 144

MORE ABOUT

Amazing computer 
science at Oxford

We’re changing the world: 
modelling the human 
body in the fight to cure 
cancer; shaping the ethical 
development of AI and 
ensuring privacy online.
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Computer Science and Philosophy �BA 3 years or MCompPhil 4 years

Artificial intelligence (AI), logic, robotics, 
virtual reality: fascinating areas where 
computer science and philosophy meet. 
The two disciplines share a broad focus on 
the representation of information and 
rational inference, embracing common 
interests in algorithms, cognition, 
intelligence, language, models, proof and 
verification. Computer scientists need to 
be able to reflect critically and 
philosophically as they push forward into 
novel domains, while philosophers need to 
understand a world increasingly shaped by 
technology in which a whole new range of 
enquiry has opened up, from the 
philosophy of AI to the ethics of privacy 
and intellectual property.

Some of the greatest thinkers of the 
past – including Aristotle, Hobbes and 
Turing – dreamed of automating 
reasoning and what this might achieve; 
the computer has now made it a reality, 
providing a wonderful tool for extending 
our speculation and understanding.

The study of philosophy develops 
analytical, critical and logical rigour, and 
the ability to think through the 
consequences of novel ideas and 
speculations. It stretches the mind by 
considering a wide range of thought on 
subjects as fundamental as the limits of 
knowledge, the nature of reality and our 
place in it, and the basis of morality. 
Computer science is about understanding 
computer systems at a deep level. 
Computers and the programs they run are 
among the most complex products ever 
created. Designing and using them 
effectively presents immense challenges. 
Facing these challenges is the aim of 
computer science as a practical discipline.

Both subjects are intellectually exciting 
and creative. The degree combines 
analytical and technical knowledge with 
rhetorical and literary skills, and the 
chance to study within two internationally 
acclaimed academic departments.

Computer Science and Philosophy can 
be studied for three years (BA) or four 
years (Master of Computer Science and 
Philosophy). Students do not need to 
choose between the three-year and four-
year options when applying. Instead all 
students apply for the four-year course, 
and then decide at the start of the third 
year whether they wish to continue to the 
fourth year (which is subject to achieving 
a 2:1 at the end of the third year).

The first year covers core material in 
both subjects, including a bridging course 
studying Turing’s pioneering work on 
computability and artificial intelligence. 
Later years include a wide range of 
options, with an emphasis on courses near 
the interface between the two subjects. 
The fourth year enables students to study 
a variety of advanced topics and complete 
an in-depth research project.

A typical week
For the first two years, your work is divided 
between about ten lectures and two to 
three college-based tutorials each week, 
alongside Computer Science practical 
classes – usually one session a week. In the 
second year you will take part in a Computer 
Science group design practical, which may 
be sponsored by industry. In your third and 
fourth years, Philosophy continues to be 
taught through tutorials, while there are 
classes in the department for most 
Computer Science courses.

UCAS code: IV15
Entrance requirements
A-levels: A*AA with the A* in 
Mathematics, Further Mathematics 
or Computing/Computer Science 
Advanced Highers: AA/AAB
IB: 39 (including core points) with 
766 at HL
Or any other equivalent
Candidates are expected to have 
Mathematics to A-level (A or A* grade), 
Advanced Higher (A grade), Higher Level in 
the IB (score 7) or another equivalent. If 
Further Mathematics is taken to A-level or 
to AS-level, then we require an A in that 
also. Further Mathematics is highly 
recommended.
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 33%
Successful: 11%
Intake: 13
How to apply
  � Tests: MAT. For test date and 

registration details:  
ox.ac.uk/mat

  Written work: none required
Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding 
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What are tutors looking for?
For Computer Science: strong 
mathematical aptitude, the ability to 
think and work independently, the 
capacity to absorb and use new ideas, 
and enthusiasm. For Philosophy: a 
critical and analytical approach to 
abstract questions, the ability to 
defend a viewpoint by reasoned 
argument, and a desire to delve 
deeper into the way we think about 
things. You do not need to have 
previously studied either subject.

CSP CAREERS
Graduates will have highly marketable 
skills. Computer Science teaches you 
how to program, to design processes 
that are effective and efficient, and to 
reason logically and formally. 
Philosophy teaches you how to 
analyse complex concepts and the 
interconnections between them, and  
crucially, how to express this analysis 
elegantly and precisely in written form. 
This ability to analyse complex issues, 
both technically and discursively, 
provides the intellectual equipment 
needed for technical leadership and 
high-level positions in today’s world.

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/ugcsp

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Course details:
www.cs.ox.ac.uk/ugadmissions
+44 (0) 1865 273821/283507
undergraduate.admissions@cs.ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer this 
course? See page 144

MORE ABOUT

year 1 year 2 year 3 Year 4

Courses 
	· Computer Science:

	– �Functional 
programming

	– �Design and 
analysis of 
algorithms

	– �Ethics and 
responsible 
innovation

	– �Imperative 
programming

	– �Discrete 
mathematics

	– �Probability
	· Philosophy:

	– �General 
philosophy

	– �Elements of 
deductive logic

	– �Turing on 
computability  
and intelligence

Courses 
	· Computer Science core 

courses (25%):
	– �Models of computation
	– �Algorithms
	– �Group design practical

	· Computer Science options 
(25%): 
Current options include:

	– Compilers
	– Databases 
	– Artificial intelligence

	· Philosophy (50%):�
�Current options include:

	– �Knowledge and reality
	– �Early modern philosophy
	– Philosophy of science
	– Philosophy of mind
	– Ethics

Courses 
	· Computer Science  

(25–75%): 
Current options include:

	– �Computational 
complexity

	– Machine learning 
	– �Computer-aided formal 
verification

	– Computers in society
	– �Knowledge 
representation and 
reasoning

	· Philosophy (25–75%): 
Current options include:

	– Philosophical logic
	– �Philosophy of cognitive 
science

	– �Philosophy of 
mathematics

	– �Philosophy of logic and 
language

Courses
	· ����Computer Science: 

Current advanced 
options include:

	– Advanced security 
	– �Automata, logic and 
games 

	– �Computational game 
theory

	– �Computational learning 
theory

	– �Concurrent algorithms 
and data structures 

	– �Quantum computer 
science

	– �Optional computer 
science project

	· Philosophy:
	– �Advanced options in 
philosophy 

	– �Optional Philosophy 
thesis

The courses listed above are illustrative and may change. A full list of current options is 
available on the course website (details above).

Assessment 
Five written papers

Assessment 
Two Computer Science 
papers

Assessment 
Between nine and eleven 
three-hour written papers, 
including at least two in 
Computer Science and at 
least three in Philosophy

Assessment 
Computer Science: written 
paper or take-home exam; 
Philosophy: three-hour 
written paper and 5,000-
word essay
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Earth Sciences (Geology) �BA (Geology) 3 years or MEarthSci 4 years

Earth Sciences is the study of the planet 
we live upon. The rapidly-changing scope 
and nature of the subject is reflected in 
the course at Oxford, which provides 
sound and broadly-based scientific 
training. 

We combine physics, chemistry and 
biology with geology, geography and 
palaeontology to answer fundamental 
questions about the origin, development, 
and future of the Earth. You will be 
trained in the skills required for the 
interpretation of rock materials and 
geological phenomena as well as applying 
theory and techniques from other 
disciplines to the study of the Earth and 
the environment.

You will be given the opportunity to 
learn about how our planet works, and 
address some of the major issues of our 
times: from the origin of the solar system, 
the Earth and life, to the climate system 
and the fate of glaciers and ice sheets. 
The diverse range of courses cover 
processes from the Earth’s interior, as 
mapped by seismic waves, to the 
evolution of the Earth’s crust documented 
in the rocks at its surface.

The department has an international 
reputation, and houses state-of-the-art 
laboratories and computing facilities. 
Students and academic staff mix and 
work together. Offices and teaching  
labs are close together, creating an 
atmosphere in which students not only 
focus on their course, but also get  
a feel for the discoveries emerging  
from current research.

Fieldwork/international 
opportunities
The Earth Sciences course includes 
several excursions. These link closely to 
material covered in lectures, and convey 
the practice of geology, geophysics, 

geochemistry and palaeontology in the 
field environment. This work culminates in 
an independent project to study and map 
an area chosen by the student. Many of 
the field excursions take place out of  
term time.

A typical week
Other than the field courses, all teaching 
takes place in the department. During 
Years 1–3, your work is divided between 
lectures, tutorials and practical classes.  
In Year 4 you have the opportunity for 
independent work on special topics or  
in a research laboratory. Students are 
expected to spend at least 40 hours a 
week studying, including the scheduled 
teaching, so a good portion of students’ 
time will be spent on private study.

Admissions information
Students can apply for a three-year BA in 
Geology or a four-year MEarthSci. These 
are the same for the first three years. If 
students are not sure which course they 
would prefer, it is best to apply for the 
MEarthSci, as it is easier to transfer to 
the BA later on. Continuation to fourth 
year and the MEarthSci is dependent on 
satisfactory performance in the third year. 
Students who do not meet the MEarthSci 
requirements (of a nominal 2:2 
classification or higher at the end of their 
Year 3) will be awarded the BA Geology.

What are tutors looking for?
Tutors are looking for highly-motivated 
individuals with the intellectual potential 
necessary to do well on the course. As 
part of the interview process, candidates 
may be asked to comment on geological 
specimens, or carry out simple 
calculations, but always with due 
consideration of their previous knowledge 
of the subject being discussed. 
ox.ac.uk/criteria

UCAS codes: F642 (Geology) 
F644 (Earth Sciences)
Entrance requirements
A-levels: A*AA/AAAA
Advanced Highers: AA/AAB
IB: 39 (including core points) with 
766 at HL
Or any other equivalent
Candidates are required to have 
Mathematics plus Physics or Chemistry 
either to A-level, Advanced Higher, 
Higher Level in the IB, or an equivalent 
qualification. Chemistry or Physics are also 
highly recommended as a third subject. 
Biology, Geology or Further Mathematics 
can also be helpful to candidates in 
completing this course.
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 92%
Successful: 29%
Intake: 35
How to apply

  Tests: none required
  Written work: none required

Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding 
Additional costs
There are several compulsory field 
courses outside term. Costs of travel 
and accommodation are covered by 
the department, although students 
must provide suitable clothing and 
sometimes their own lunch. The final 
term of this course is a week longer 
than usual, which may lead to slightly 
higher living costs. 
ox.ac.uk/ugearth
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ESG CAREERS
Typical destinations for Earth Sciences 
graduates include the energy industry, 
the environmental sector and 
engineering/technical consultancies. 
Some enter unrelated professions, in 
which the analytical and problem-solving 
skills they have developed are highly 
sought after. Around 40% continue to 
study, through a PhD or further master’s 
course.

Martin works in the mining industry for 
De Beers Canada as a Field Geologist. He 
says: ‘My Oxford degree helped me to 

develop the knowledge, understanding 
and confidence to approach geological 
problems in a critical and informed 
manner. I appreciated the course’s focus 
on both the theoretical and practical side 
of geology.’

Rachael works for BP as a geoscientist. 
She says: ‘I am currently working as an 
Operations Geologist in London for a 
project based in North Africa. My degree 
gave me the technical basis for my 
career, but more importantly it taught me 
how to think out complex issues from 
basic principles and to motivate myself  
to produce the best results I can.’

year 1 year 2 year 3 year 4

Courses 
	· All courses in five 

parallel streams:
	– Planet Earth
	– �Fundamentals of 
geology I

	– �Fundamentals of 
geology II

	– �Physics, 
chemistry and 
biology for Earth 
Sciences

	– �Mathematics for 
materials and 
Earth Sciences

	· Field courses:
	– �Pembroke field 
course (pre-
session)

	– �Arran field course 
(introduction)

	– �Local field 
courses

Courses 
	· All courses in five 

parallel streams:
	– �Earth 
deformation 
and materials

	– Palaeobiology
	– Petrology
	– �Geochemistry 
and ocean 
chemistry

	– �Mathematical 
and geophysical 
tools

	· Field courses:
	– �Dorset field 
course

	– �Assynt field 
course 
(mapping)

Courses 
	· A combination of core and optional 

papers from the following:
	– Natural resources
	– Sedimentary basins
	– The oceans
	– Climate
	– �Seismology and earth structure/ 
Vector calculus

	– �Geodynamics and continental 
deformation

	– �Volcanology, igneous processes 
and petrogenesis

	– �Evolutionary turning points/
Quantitative palaeobiology

	– �Earth materials, rock deformation 
and metamorphism

	· Field courses:
	– South-east Spain field course

	· Independent field mapping project 
(conducted over summer break 
between Years 2 and 3)

	· Extended essay

Courses 
	· Choose four options 

(currently out of eight 
to ten), generally two in 
each term:

	– �Anatomy of a 
mountain belt

	– Planetary chemistry
	– �Structure and 
dynamics of the 
Earth’s mantle

	– �Records of major 
environmental change 
in Earth’s history

	– Palaeobiology
	– �Environmental, rock 
and palaeomagnetism

	– �Topics in 
oceanography

	– Topics in volcanology
	· Field courses: optional 

field courses as 
announced each year

	· Independent work:  
research project over 
2.5 terms

The options listed above are illustrative and may change. A full list of 
current options is available on the course website (details above).

Assessment 
First University 
Examinations: Theory 
and Practical

Assessment 
Part A1 Examinations: 
Theory and Practical

Assessment 
Part A2 Examinations: Theory

Assessment 
Part B Examination: Theory, 
MEarthSci (Earth Sciences)

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/ugearth

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and  
18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Course details:
www.earth.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 272040
enquiries@earth.ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer this 
course? See page 144

MORE ABOUT
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The Economics and Management degree 
examines issues central to the world we 
live in: namely how the economy and 
organisations function, and how resources 
are allocated and coordinated to achieve 
the organisation’s objectives. Economics 
and management are ideal intellectual 
partners, each particularly fitted to 
strengthen and cross-fertilise the other.

Economics is the study of how 
consumers, firms and governments  
make decisions that together determine 
how resources are allocated. An 
appreciation of economics and the 
general workings of the economy have 
become increasingly necessary to 
understand government policy making, 
the conduct of businesses, and the 
enormous changes in economic systems 
which are occurring throughout the 
world. It is also becoming increasingly 
important in both government and the 
private sector to have an understanding 
of some of the methods used within 
economics, such as quantitative methods, 
statistical and causal inference, and 
experimental methods.

Management is concerned with the 
effective use and coordination of 
materials and labour within an 
organisation in the pursuit of its defined 
objectives. Management considers the 
interrelationship and interactions between 
distinct parts of an organisation, and 
between the organisation and its 
environment. Students will look at 
theories, models and frameworks in order 
to understand how managers behave  
and to consider their role in the process 
of decision-making.

The teaching of this course is provided 
by both the Department of Economics 
and the Saïd Business School. However, it 
is not a Business Studies degree. The 
programme is taught as an academic 

subject within the Social Sciences  
Division of the University. 

A typical week
•	Six lectures 
•	Two tutorials or classes
•	�Preparation for tutorials and classes: 

reading, writing essays, solving problem 
sets (up to two and a half days for each 
tutorial or class)

What are tutors looking for?
We are looking for candidates with an 
interest in and a motivation for studying 
the organisation of businesses and the 
economy; a capacity to construct and 
critically assess arguments; and a 
willingness and an ability to express  
their ideas clearly and effectively both on 
paper and orally. Successful candidates 
will also show independence and flexibility 
of thought and an ability to analyse and 
solve problems logically and critically. The 
interview is not primarily a test of existing 
knowledge and, in particular, is not a test 
of any economics or management 
studied previously. 
ox.ac.uk/criteria

E&M CAREERS
Oxford graduates in Economics and 
Management are among the most sought 
after by employers. Their current 
employers include leading international 
organisations in traditional activities, as 
well as new start-up companies in a 
variety of high-tech fields. Recent 
graduates have secured positions in 
banking and finance, consultancy, 
research, journalism, industry, the Civil 
Service and teaching, as well as a wide 
range of other sectors.

Imogen now leads Partnerships and VC 
relations for the Start-up Program at 
Start-up Grind. She says: ‘E&M is an 

Economics and Management BA 3 years 

UCAS code: LN12
Entrance requirements
A-levels: A*AA including 
Mathematics at grade A or above
Advanced Highers: AA/AAB
IB: 39 (including core points) with 
766 at HL
Or any other equivalent
Candidates are required to have 
Mathematics to A-level (A* or A grade), 
Advanced Higher (A grade), Higher Level in 
the IB (score 6 or 7) or another equivalent.
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 22%
Successful: 6%
Intake: 85
How to apply
  � Tests: TSA. For test date and 

registration details: ox.ac.uk/tsa
  Written work: none required

Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding 
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excellent degree as it draws on a wide 
range of skills: you analyse economic 
theories as well as digest, summarise 
and communicate key points from the 
literature. You have the opportunity 
and flexibility to tailor the degree to 
suit your interests - whether that’s 
analysing complex mathematical 
models or focusing more on essays. In 

my career so far, I’ve found the 
Management material to be 
particularly useful, especially when I 
worked in a small start-up and was 
involved in various parts of the 
business. In particular, strategy, 
marketing and organisational 
behaviour have been invaluable!’.

year 1 years 2 and 3

Courses 
Three courses are taken:
	· Introductory economics
	· General management
	· Financial management

Courses 
Courses must include:
	· At least two Economics courses, of which at least one must be 

Microeconomics, Macroeconomics, Quantitative economics or 
Development of the world economy since 1800. 

	· At least two Management courses.
	· A total of eight courses.
	· For optional courses in Economics there are pre-requisites drawn from 

Microeconomics, Macroeconomics and Quantitative economics.
	· Current options include:

	– Strategic management
	– Finance
	– Organisational behaviour
	– Marketing
	– Economics of industry
	– Money and Banking
	– Development economics

The options listed above are illustrative and may change. More information 
about current options is available on the Saïd Business School website 
(details above).

Assessment 
First University examinations: three 
written papers

Assessment 
Final University examinations: the eight courses are assessed by written 
examinations in most cases. Some courses are assessed via coursework. It 
is possible to write a thesis in either Economics or Management in place of 
one optional paper.

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/ugem

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Course details:
www.economics.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 271098
econundergrad@economics.ox.ac.uk

www.sbs.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 288800 
undergraduate.administrator@sbs.
ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer this 
course? See page 144

MORE ABOUT

Applying to E&M, for me, was an obvious choice. Firstly, I feel it is the 
only course that truly reflects the ‘real world’ – be it by explaining the 
macroeconomy or the daily problems businesses are faced with – making 
it both relevant and exciting to study. Secondly, I find it has the perfect 
blend of both maths and essays, which helps to keep the course fresh and 
stimulating in comparison to other subjects. There is also a large scope for 
tailoring the course to your own strengths and interests because of the 
huge variety of modules offered in your second and third years. Whether 
you are fascinated by Game Theory or a budding entrepreneur, there is no 
doubt that you’ll love this course!     � EVA

TOP-RATED DEGREE
Oxford’s undergraduate degree in 
Economics and Management is 
ranked number one in the 2019 
Guardian league table for degrees 
in business, management and 
marketing.

FROM AN E&M STUDENT
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Engineering Science encompasses a  
vast range of subjects, from micro-
electronics to offshore oil platforms, and 
involves the application of creative 
reasoning, science, mathematics (and of 
course experience and common sense) to 
real problems.

The Department of Engineering 
Science at Oxford has a top-level quality 
assessment rating for teaching and a 
world-class reputation for research. 
Because we believe that future 
engineering innovation will benefit from 
broad foundations as well as specialised 
knowledge, undergraduate teaching is 
based on a unified course in Engineering 
Science, which integrates study of the 
subject across the traditional boundaries 
of engineering disciplines. Links between 
topics in apparently diverse fields of 
engineering provide well-structured 
fundamental understanding, and can be 
exploited to give efficient teaching.

The Engineering Science programme is 
a four-year course, leading to the degree 
of Master of Engineering. The first two 
years are devoted to topics which we 
believe all Engineering undergraduates 
should study. In the third and fourth years 
there is scope for specialisation into one 
of six branches of engineering: 
Biomedical, Chemical, Civil, Electrical, 
Information and Mechanical. Decisions 
about which of these will be your 
specialisation can be deferred until the 
third year. 

The course is accredited every four 

years by the major engineering 
institutions in respect of the initial 
requirements for the designation of 
chartered engineer.

Work placements/international 
opportunities
Industrial experience is an extremely 
important addition to an academic 
engineering education, and 
undergraduates are strongly encouraged 
to obtain it. One way to do so is by being 
sponsored. Further information is 
generally available through your careers 
teacher, or from the engineering 
institutions. If your sponsoring company 
wants you to spend a year with them 
before university, you will be asked to 
declare this at your interview and in your 
UCAS application. In the fourth year some 
students may have the opportunity to 
study abroad.

A typical week
As a guide, in an average week you will 
have approximately ten lectures and two 
college tutorials or classes. In some 
weeks in the first two years you will also 
have up to five hours of practical work. In 
the third year each student spends an 
average of one day a week on their group 
project work. The individual project in the 
fourth year takes approximately two and 
a half days a week.

What are tutors looking for?
Enthusiasm for engineering combined 
with high ability in mathematics and 
physics is essential for those wishing to 
study any engineering course.
These qualities will be tested at the 
interview and combined with an 
assessment of your application, predicted 
grades, examination results (especially in 
mathematics and physics) and your PAT 
score. The assessment process will also 
take into account your A-level subjects 

Engineering Science MEng 4 years

UCAS codes: see table
Entrance requirements
A-levels: A*A*A to include 
Mathematics and Physics. The A*s 
must be in Mathematics, Physics or 
Further Mathematics
Advanced Highers: AA/AAB
IB: 40 (including core points) with 
776 at HL (with 7s in HL 
Mathematics and Physics)
Or any other equivalent
Candidates are expected to have Physics and 
Mathematics to A-level, Advanced Higher, 
Higher Level in the IB or any other equivalent. 
Inclusion of Mathematics Mechanics modules 
is highly recommended. Further Mathematics 
can be helpful to students in completing this 
course, although it is not required for 
admission. Details of the requirements for 
other qualifications, including the Advanced 
Diploma in Engineering, can be found at 
www.eng.ox.ac.uk.
For candidates who are predicted A*AA, 
serious consideration will be given to 
extenuating circumstances, such as disruption 
to education or bereavement, which have led 
to under-performance in exams and which 
are described in their application. Any offer 
would be conditional on achieving A*A*A.
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 45%
Successful: 17%
Intake: 171
How to apply
  � Tests: PAT. For test date and 

registration details:	  
ox.ac.uk/pat

  Written work: none required
Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding 

Course options
Engineering Science� H100
Biomedical Engineering� H811
Chemical Engineering	�  H800
Civil Engineering� H200
Electrical Engineering	�  H620
Information Engineering� H630
Mechanical Engineering� H300
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year 1 year 2 year 3 year 4

Courses 
	· Mathematics
	· Electrical and 

information engineering
	· Structures and 

mechanics
	· Energy and the 

environment
	· Engineering practical 

work

Courses 
	· Mathematics
	· Electrical and 

information engineering
	· Structures, materials 

and dynamics
	· Energy systems
	· Engineering practical 

work

Courses 
	· Five optional 

Engineering courses
	· Engineering in society
	· Engineering computation
	· Engineering practical 

work
	· Group design project

Research 
A major project, plus six 
specialist courses chosen 
from within the areas of:
	· Biomedical engineering
	· Chemical engineering
	· Civil engineering
	· Electrical engineering
	· Engineering 

mathematics
	· Information engineering
	· Mechanical engineering
	· Production engineering

More information about current courses is available on the department website (details above).

Assessment 
First University 
examinations: four written 
papers; Assessment of 
Engineering practical work

Assessment 
Final University 
examinations, Part A:  
four written papers; 
Assessment of Engineering 
practical work

Assessment 
Final University 
examinations, Part B: 
six written papers; 
Assessment of Engineering 
practical work; Project 
reports (Engineering 
computation and design 
project)

Assessment 
Final University 
examinations, Part C: 
six written papers; 
Project report

and the examination results of the school 
at which you studied GCSEs or their 
equivalent.  
ox.ac.uk/criteria

ES CAREERS
Oxford Engineering Science graduates 
work in many different sectors such as 
banking and investment, consultancy, 
accountancy, energy and the environment. 
However, as you may expect, most go on 
to work in the engineering and 
manufacturing sector. Some decide to 
continue their studies at Oxford or 
elsewhere by working towards a 
doctorate.

Mark now works as a race strategy 
modeller at Ferrari and says: ‘My work 
involves applying mathematical 
techniques to a variety of engineering 
problems related to Formula One cars. 
One recent example has been with race 

SET Awards Success 
These are Europe’s 
most important science, 
engineering and technology 
awards for undergraduates. 
A small number of students 
from Oxford’s Department 	
of Engineering Science choose 
to enter for these awards 
each year, gaining recognition 
for themselves and the 
department.

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/uges

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Course details:
www.eng.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 283263 
student.administration@eng.ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer this 
course? See page 144

MORE ABOUT

strategy, where we try to choose the 
optimum times to pit the car 
throughout a race and the best tyres to 
put on. I believe the reputation of the 
Oxford engineering degree was an 
important factor in securing a job in 
Formula One.’

No. 1 IN THE  WORLD
Oxford is ranked first in 
the world for general 
engineering in the 2020 
Times Higher Education 
subject league tables.
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English Language and Literature BA 3 years

The English Language and Literature 
course at Oxford is one of the broadest in 
the country, giving you the chance to 
study writing in English from its origins in 
Anglo-Saxon England to the present. As 
well as British literature, you can study 
works written in English from other parts 
of the world, and some originally written 
in other languages, allowing you to think 
about literature in English in multilingual 
and global contexts across time. The 
course allows you a considerable degree 
of choice, both in developing your 
personal interests across core papers, and 
in choosing a topic for your dissertation 
and for a special option in your final year. 
Options have included Literature and 
revolution, Postcolonial literature, Writing 
lives, Old Norse, Tragedy, and Film 
criticism.

Studying literature at Oxford involves 
the development of sophisticated reading 
skills and of an ability to place literary 
texts in their wider intellectual and 
historical contexts. It also requires you to 
consider the critical processes by which 
you analyse and judge, to learn about 
literary form and technique, to evaluate 
various approaches to literary criticism 
and theory, and to study the 
development of the English language.

The Oxford English Faculty is the 
largest English department in Britain. 
Students are taught in tutorials by an 
active scholar in their field, many of 
whom also give lectures to all students in 
the English Faculty. You will therefore 
have the opportunity to learn from a 
wide range of specialist teachers. Library 
provision for English at Oxford is 
exceptionally good. All students have 

access to the Bodleian Library (with  
its extensive manuscript collection),  
the English Faculty Library, their own 
college libraries and a wide range of 
electronic resources.

In your first year you will be introduced 
to the conceptual and technical tools 
used in the study of language and 
literature, and to a wide range of different 
critical approaches. At the same time, you 
will be doing tutorial work on early 
medieval literature, Victorian literature, 
and literature from 1910 to the present.

In your second and third years you will 
extend your study of English literary 
history in four more period papers ranging 
from late medieval literature to 
Romanticism. These papers are assessed 
by three-hour written examinations at 
the end of your third year. You will also 
produce a portfolio of three essays on 
Shakespeare, on topics of your choice; an 
extended essay (or occasionally an 
examination) relating to a special options 
paper, chosen from a list of around 25 
courses; and an 8,000-word dissertation 
on a subject of your choice. Submitted 
work will constitute almost half of the 
final assessment for most students.

Alternatively, in the second and third 
years, you can choose to follow our 
specialist course in Medieval literature 
and language, with papers covering 
literature in English between 650 and 
1550 along with the history of the 
English language up to 1800, with a 
further paper either on Shakespeare or 
on manuscript and print culture. Students  
on this course also take a special  
options paper and submit a dissertation 
on a topic of their choice.

UCAS code: Q300
Entrance requirements
A-levels: AAA
Advanced Highers: AA/AAB
IB: 38 (including core points) with 
666 at HL
Or any other equivalent
Candidates are expected to have English 
Literature, or English Language and 
Literature to A-level, Advanced Higher, 
Higher Level in the IB or any other 
equivalent. A language or History can be 
helpful to students in completing this 
course, although they are not required for 
admission.
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 61%
Successful: 23%
Intake: 227
How to apply
  � Tests: ELAT. For test date and 

registration details:  
ox.ac.uk/elat

  � Written work: one piece 
ox.ac.uk/writwork

Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding  
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A typical week
Although details of practice vary from 
college to college, most students will 
have one or two tutorials (usually two 
students and a tutor) and one or two 
classes (in groups of around eight to ten) 
each week. A tutorial usually involves 
discussion of an essay, which you will 
have produced based on your own 
reading and research that week. You  
will normally be expected to produce 
between eight and twelve pieces of 
written work each term. Most students 
will also attend several lectures  
each week. 

What are tutors looking for?
Successful candidates will give evidence 
of wide, engaged and thoughtful reading. 
The ELAT and written work help us to 
gauge your analytical skills and your 
writing. Interviews allow us to explore 
your enthusiasm for literature, your 
response to new ideas and information 

and your capacity for independent 
thought. We are not looking for any 
particular reading, or particular answers: 
we are interested in your ideas and in 
how you engage with literature. 
Shortlisted candidates may also be asked 
to discuss an unseen piece of prose or 
verse given to you before or in the 
interview. Tutors appreciate that you  
may be nervous, and will try to put  
you at ease. ox.ac.uk/criteria

ELL CAREERS
Our students go on to succeed in a very 
wide range of careers; the analytical and 
communication skills that develop during 
this course equip them for many different 
paths. Popular careers and fields include 
the law, advertising, acting, publishing, 
politics, teaching, librarianship, public 
relations, journalism, writing, further 
research, management consultancy 
and finance.

year 1 year 2 year 3

Courses 
Four papers are taken:
	· Introduction to English language and 

literature
	· Early medieval literature 650–1350
	· Literature in English 1830–1910
	· Literature in English 1910–present 

day

Courses 
	· Course I:

	– Literature in English 1350–1550
	– Literature in English 1550–1660
	– Literature in English 1660–1760
	– Literature in English 1760–1830

	· Course II:
	– Literature in English 650–1100
	– �Medieval English and related 
literatures 1066–1550

	– Literature in English 1350–1550
	– �The history of the English 
language to c1800

Courses 
	· Course I:

	– �Shakespeare (may also be 
studied in Year 2)

	· Course II:
	– �The material text or 
Shakespeare (choice of 
option)

	· Both courses:
	– Special options paper
	– Dissertation

More information on current 
options is available on the course 
website (details above).

Assessment 
Three written papers form the First 
University Examination, together with a 
submitted portfolio of two essays for 
Introduction to English language and 
literature. All exams must be passed,  
but marks do not count towards the  
final degree.

Assessment (Year 3)
All period papers will be examined by final written examinations at the end of 
the third year. Most students will submit one extended essay for Special 
options at the end of the first term; dissertation and portfolio for 
Shakespeare/The material text during the second term.

 

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/ugenglish

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and  
18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Course details:
www.english.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 271055
undergrad@ell.ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer this 
course? See page 144

MORE ABOUT
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English and Modern Languages BA 4 years with a year abroad 

The English side of the course offers  
you a choice of options covering a 
comprehensive span of literature written 
in the English language from its origins in 
Anglo-Saxon through to works produced 
in English-speaking countries across the 
world in the present day. The Modern 
Language study will give you practical 
linguistic training, encourage you to think 
coherently about language as a subject of 
study and introduce you to extensive and 
fascinating literature and thought written 
in European languages.

The English Faculty is the largest in the 
UK, and the Modern Languages Faculty is 
one of the largest, with teaching staff 
including major scholars in all areas of the 
respective subjects. Library provision at 
Oxford is excellent: all students have 

UCAS codes: see combinations
Entrance requirements
A-levels: AAA
Advanced Highers: AA/AAB
IB: 38 (including core points) with 
666 at HL
Or any other equivalent
Candidates are expected to have English 
Literature, or English Language and 
Literature, to A-level, Advanced Higher, 
Higher Level in the IB or any other 
equivalent.
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 80%
Successful: 24%
Intake: 26
How to apply
  � Tests: ELAT and MLAT. For test 

date and registration details: 
ox.ac.uk/elat and  
ox.ac.uk/mlat

  � Written work: one to three pieces
	 ox.ac.uk/writwork
Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding
The year abroad has lower fees and 
may have extra funding:  
ox.ac.uk/erasmus.  
Some costs related to year abroad 
activity may be subject to some 
variation as arrangements relating to 
the UK’s decision to leave the EU are 
progressed. For further information 
about additional costs on the year 
abroad see: ox.ac.uk/ugeml.

Course combinations
�You can either study English with a modern 
language you already speak, or with a modern 
language you’d like to learn from scratch. 

�For the following course combinations you  
would usually be expected to have the  
modern language to A-level, or another 
academic equivalent.
English and:

Czech� QR37
French � QR31
German� QR32
Modern Greek � QQ37
Italian � QR33
Portuguese � QR35
Russian 	� QRH7
Spanish � QR34

�The following course combinations allow you  
to begin studying a modern language from 
scratch.
English and:

Beginners’ Czech � QR3S
Beginners’ Modern Greek � QR39
Beginners’ Italian� RQ33
Beginners’ Portuguese� QR3M

 

English and Czech (with Slovak), French, German, Modern Greek, Italian, Portuguese, Russian or Spanish

access to the English Faculty Library,  
the Taylor Institution Library (for 
languages), the Bodleian Library, including 
the Weston Library’s collection of 
manuscripts and rare editions, and their 
own college libraries, as well as many 
online resources.

The course is extremely flexible. In the 
first year you will do practical work in your 
chosen language and study a selection of 
important texts from its literature. On the 
English side, you will be introduced to the 
conceptual and technical tools used in the 
study of language and literature, and to a 
range of different critical assumptions and 
approaches. You will also do tutorial work 
on early medieval, Victorian or modern 
literature. In the second year, a variety of 
options will be available. Work in your 
modern language will continue alongside 
the study of literature from a wide range 
of periods in English and in your language. 
The third year of this four-year course is 
spent abroad. On your return, you will 
choose from a range of special option 
papers in both English and Modern 
Languages, and in comparative literature.

International opportunities
Students spend a year abroad before their 
final year. Please see Modern Languages 
(page 112) for more information.

A typical week
Most students will have one or two 
tutorials a week as well as compulsory 
language classes. Typically, you will  
also attend three to four lectures per 
subject, which may cover different 
approaches to literary analysis, 
introductions to some of the texts or 
other content you are studying, or  
general cultural and historical content 
related to your degree.
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What are tutors looking for?
Successful candidates will have an 
aptitude for their modern language, or for 
linguistic study if they are picking up a 
new language from scratch, will read 
widely and will enjoy writing and talking 
about literature and language. Candidates 
who are shortlisted may be asked to talk 
about a piece of prose or verse supplied 
before or in their interview.
ox.ac.uk/criteria

EML CAREERS
Graduates in English and Modern 
Languages go on to careers in fields 
including broadcasting, publishing, 
teaching, journalism, the theatre, 
administration, management, 
advertising, translation, librarianship 
and the law. Knowledge of a modern 
language opens up opportunities for 
internationally-focused careers and 
working with international companies 
or organisations.

Evie, who studied English and Modern 
Languages and now works for a social 
enterprise company, says that her degree 
gave her ‘an awareness of other places, 
other cultures, other ways of thinking; in 
studying a language you are confronted 
by a different way of constructing a 
sentence, and even more so, a different 
way of constructing the world… The skills 
we have learnt during our degrees are 
the epitome of transferable skills.’
 

Please see 
ox.ac.uk/erasmus
for details of current 
Erasmus opportunities 		
for this course.

year 1 years 2 and 4 (year 3 spent abroad)
Courses 
Six papers are taken:
	· Introduction to English language and 

literature
	· One period paper from single 

honours English Language and 
Literature (see page 70)

	· Two practical language papers
	· Two literature papers in the modern 

language

Courses 
	· Three papers from single honours English Language and Literature (see 

page 70)
	· Dissertation
	· Modern Language (four papers) including: practical language work (two 

written papers plus oral examination), a period of literature and options 
(prescribed authors and texts from the 12th to 21st centuries, a special 
subject or a linguistics paper)

The options listed above are illustrative and may change. More information about current options is available on the 
course websites (details above).

Assessment 
Six written papers form the Year 1 
examinations including a submitted 
portfolio of two essays for 
Introduction to English language and 
literature. All exams must be passed, 
but marks do not count towards the 
final degree.

Assessment 
Papers will be examined by extended essays over the course of the second 
and fourth years, and by practical and written examinations at the end of 
your fourth year.

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/ugeml

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Modern Languages and joint 
courses Open Day: 
2 May 2020 – booking required
www.mod-langs.ox.ac.uk/
schools/meet-us 

Course details:
www.english.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 271055
undergrad@ell.ox.ac.uk

www.mod-langs.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 270750
office@mod-langs.ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer this 
course? See page 144

MORE ABOUT
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European and Middle Eastern Languages �BA 4 yearS with a year abroad 

The European and Middle Eastern 
Languages (EMEL) course enables 
students to combine papers in one of the 
languages taught in the Faculty of 
Modern Languages with papers in Arabic, 
Hebrew, Persian or Turkish, providing 
opportunities to take advantage of the 
cultural links which exist between a 
number of European and Middle Eastern 
languages. For example, appropriate 
combinations might well be French and 
Arabic, German and Turkish, or Hebrew 
and Russian, but even some of the less 
obvious pairings would provide similar 
cultural and historical linkage. For 
example, Spanish and Turkish would be an 
interesting combination for the history of 
Sephardi Judaism, while Persian and 
Portuguese are important for the study 
of early colonial expansion.

Through its long-standing traditions 
and connections, Oxford has 
outstanding resources for the study of 
Middle Eastern and modern European 
languages. The Bodleian Library and 
Taylor Institution Library have an 
extensive collection of books and 
manuscripts. The Taylor Institution is 
one of the biggest research and lending 
libraries devoted to modern European 
languages in the world. Associated with 
the University is the Centre for Hebrew 
and Jewish Studies, which houses the 
Leopold Muller Library with more than 
35,000 volumes in Hebrew and more 
than 7,000 volumes in Western 
languages.

International opportunities
You will normally spend your second 
year on an approved course of study  
in the Middle East. There are 
arrangements in place with partner 
universities to help you make the most 
of your time abroad. You are strongly 
advised to spend the adjacent summers 
in a country where the European 

language of your choice is spoken. 
Stas ´, who studied Russian with Arabic, 
says: ‘Aside from the intensive language 
tuition, our time in Jordan was filled 
with visits to natural and historical 
wonders – the Dead Sea, Jerash, Wadi 
Rum and Petra. By the end of our year 
we had reached an advanced level of 
Arabic and fully immersed ourselves in 
contemporary Jordanian culture. For my 
Russian, I spent the first summer in 
Russia, partly on a language course at 
Perm University in the Urals. The 
following summer I worked as an intern 
in a great little translation firm. Saint 
Petersburg is Russia’s coolest city,  
and my language quickly improved.’

A typical week
Your work will be divided between 
language classes, lectures and tutorials 
(one or two a week). In the first year, the 
emphasis will be on intensive learning of 
the Middle Eastern language. Throughout 
your course, you will prepare essays for 
your weekly tutorials and classes, some 
of which will take place in the faculties  
of Oriental Studies and Medieval and 
Modern Languages, while others will  
be held in your college.

What are tutors looking for?
Tutors will be looking for a good 
command of the grammar of any 
language you have already studied at 
school or college and want to continue 
studying at Oxford, in addition to an 
interest in its literature and culture. 

At interview, tutors will want to find 
out as much as possible about your 
intellectual interests and academic 
potential, so you may be asked about 
your reading, your interest in the cultures 
of the relevant countries, or the work you 
have submitted. You may be asked 
questions about a short passage in 
English or the relevant foreign language. 

UCAS codes: see combinations
Entrance requirements
A-levels: AAA
Advanced Highers: AA/AAB
IB: 38 (including core points) with 
666 at HL
Or any other equivalent
You would usually be expected to have the 
European language to A-level, or another 
academic equivalent. We would not 
normally expect you to have any 
knowledge of the Middle Eastern language 
before starting the course.
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 91%
Successful: 30%
Intake: 16
How to apply
  � Tests: MLAT and OLAT. For test 

date and registration details: 
ox.ac.uk/mlat and 
ox.ac.uk/olat

  � Written work: two pieces 
ox.ac.uk/writwork

Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding. 
For further information about 
additional costs on the year abroad 
see ox.ac.uk/ugemel.
Course combinations
		  Arabic� Hebrew
Czech	 RT7Q	 RQ7K
French	 RT16	 RQ14
German	 RT26	 RQ24
Modern Greek	 QT76	 QQ74
Italian	 RT36	 RQ34
Portuguese	 RT56	 RQ54
Russian	 RT76	 RQ74
Spanish	 RT46	 RQK4
 		  Persian	 Turkish
Czech	 RTT6	 RTRP
French	 RTC6	 RT1P
German	 RT2P	 RT2Q
Modern Greek	 QT7P	 QT7Q
Italian	 RTH6	 RT3P
Portuguese	 RTM6	 RT5P
Russian	 RT7P	 RTR6
Spanish	 RT4P	 RTK6

 

Czech (with Slovak), French, German, Modern Greek, Italian, Portuguese, Russian or Spanish, with Arabic, Hebrew, Persian or Turkish 
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You will be given the opportunity to 
speak in the relevant foreign language 
which you have studied to an advanced 
level. As far as possible, interviewers will 
try to let you show your strengths, 
interest in the subject(s) you intend to 
study and reasons for applying to Oxford.  
ox.ac.uk/criteria

EMEL CAREERS
Oxford graduates in these subjects 
regularly go into highly competitive areas 
such as the law, finance, commerce, 
management consultancy, accountancy, 
the media, advertising, the Foreign 
Office and the arts.

Recent European and Middle Eastern 
Languages graduates include a Foreign 
Office diplomat, a translator at the UN 
and a journalist at a foreign news channel.

ACCELERATED       
LANGUAGE      
LEARNING
Start a Middle Eastern 
language from scratch 
and you will start 
reading authentic 
materials within the  
first year.

year 1 year 2 years 3 and 4

Courses 
	· European languages

	– Two language papers
	– One literature paper

	· Middle Eastern language
	– �Intensive language 
learning

Year abroad 
	· Middle Eastern Language

	– �Students attend an 
approved course of 
language instruction in 
the Middle East

	· European Language
	– �Students are 
encouraged to spend as 
much of their vacation 
time as possible in a 
relevant country

Courses 
	· Practical language work in the European language
	· Period of literature and further paper chosen from 

a wide range of options in the European language
	· Practical language work in the Middle Eastern 

language
	· Three papers including literature and a range of 

options in the Middle Eastern language
	· Extended essay on a topic bridging the European 

and the Middle Eastern language

The options listed above are illustrative and may 
change. More information about current options is 
available on the course websites (details above).

Assessment 
First University examinations: 
five written papers; plus 
oral/aural examination 
(Arabic only)

Assessment 
Qualifying examination at the 
end of Year 2 (Middle Eastern 
languages only)

Assessment 
Final University examinations: nine written papers are 
taken including a bridging extended essay; oral exam 
(both languages, but not Hebrew on the Middle 
Eastern side) 

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/ugemel

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Oriental Studies Open Day: 
2 May 2020 – booking required
www.orinst.ox.ac.uk/article/
open-days

Modern Languages and joint courses 
Open Day: 
2 May 2020 – booking required
www.mod-langs.ox.ac.uk/
schools/meet-us

Course details:
www.mod-langs.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 270750
office@mod-langs.ox.ac.uk

www.orinst.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 278312
undergraduate.administrator@orinst. 
ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer this course? 
See page 144

MORE ABOUT
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Fine Art is the making and study of 
visual art. It educates and prepares 
students to become artists and to 
follow other practices that are aligned 
with the making of art. The curriculum 
is centred on the individual student’s 
potential and imagination.

The Ruskin School of Art offers a 
three-year studio-based Bachelor of 
Fine Art (BFA) course in which students 
work alongside each other in 
collaboratively-organised studios. 
Whereas many fine art courses run in 
an environment devoted exclusively to 
art and design, Ruskin students, as 
members of a collegiate university, have 
the advantage of contact with their 
contemporaries on all of Oxford’s other 
courses.

The Ruskin course aims to develop 
strong independent points of view and 
a mature grasp of the range of critical 
debate surrounding contemporary art 
and its many international histories. 
Oxford’s short terms, coupled with the 
ambitious atmosphere at the Ruskin, 
suit highly-motivated and resourceful 
students with a good sense of how to 
organise their time both in and out of 
Oxford.

The first year of the course is 
structured to introduce students to one 
another, to the resources of the school 
and to the staff involved in teaching 
and running the Ruskin. Students will 
familiarise themselves with their fellow 
students’ work, take part in group 
criticism and engage in intensive 
dialogue with tutors and visiting artists.

The intimate working environment of 
the school, arranged in two buildings, 
allows art history, theory and criticism 
to be treated as integral to the 
development of studio work. The Ruskin 
also enjoys a strong and constructive 
relationship with Modern Art Oxford (an 

exciting and influential contemporary 
art space), and students have full access 
to the many exceptional University 
libraries and museums, including the 
Ashmolean and the Sackler Library.

A typical week
Most students’ weeks will typically 
consist of several, or all, of the following: 
a history and theory lecture and seminar, 
a group critique of student artwork, a 
one-to-one studio-based tutorial 
focusing on the individual student’s 
artwork, a skills-based workshop and a 
talk by a visiting artist or lecturer. You will 
spend much of your time working in your 
own studio spaces, where you will be 
supported by specialists in the art-making 
tools, concepts, ideas and associated 
techniques available at the Ruskin.

What are tutors looking for?
All applicants are required to submit a 
portfolio of their artwork. Tutors are 
looking for work that goes beyond the 
mere fulfilment of school curricula. Tutors 
will seek evidence of a breadth of 
engagement, a sense of purpose and an 
emerging artistic voice in the way the 
portfolio is edited. If you are shortlisted 
you will be asked to bring a small number 
of additional recent pieces of your work 
to discuss during interview. 
ox.ac.uk/criteria

FINE ART CAREERS
After graduation, most students go on  
to work in fine art as practising artists, 
teachers or art writers, or as curators  
in public or private galleries or for arts 
councils or organisations. Many also 
pursue careers in academia, architecture 
or the film industry.

Jessica Heywood, 2018 BFA 
graduate, says: ‘My time at the Ruskin 
was extremely positive... The majority  
of the course is structured with 

Fine Art BFA 3 years

UCAS code: W100
(no deferred applications accepted)
Entrance requirements
A-levels: AAA or AAB (for post- 
A-level applicants on an Art 
Foundation Course)
Advanced Highers: AA/AAB
IB: 38 (including core points)  
with 666 at HL
Or any other equivalent
It is highly recommended for candidates to 
have studied Art at A-level, Advanced 
Higher, Higher Level in the IB or another 
equivalent and to have taken an Art 
Foundation course. Post-A level applicants 
with AAB at A-level (or equivalent) will be 
expected to submit an outstanding 
portfolio and to achieve at least a Merit or 
equivalent on their Foundation Course. 
Applicants interested in applying for Fine 
Art who are studying for the BTEC National 
Extended Diploma (BTEC) are required to 
achieve DDD grades. If applicants are 
studying for the UAL Level 3 Applied 
General Extended Diploma in Art and 
Design they would be expected to achieve 
a High Merit. As the Fine Art degree also 
includes a substantial history and theory 
component, such applicants will be 
expected to have successfully completed a 
range of modules that include art history.
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 23%
Successful: 11%
Intake: 27
How to apply

  Tests: no pre-interview tests
  Written work: none required, but

you must submit a portfolio and, 	
if shortlisted, sit a practical test. 		
www.rsa.ox.ac.uk
Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding 
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year 1 years 2 and 3

Courses 
Students develop their studio work in 
discussion with the school’s lecturers, 
tutors and visiting staff. They are allocated 
a tutor at the outset, who monitors 
progress, sets targets and directs them in 
their studies. Work is regularly presented 
and discussed at group critiques involving 
staff and students from across the school. 
Alongside this, workshops and projects 
designed to introduce a range of techniques 
and approaches are offered throughout the 
year. In addition, students attend taught 
practical classes in drawing and human 
anatomy as well as lectures, seminars and 
tutorials in art history. Experimentation is 
highly encouraged. 

Courses 
Years two and three are similar in structure and continue the tutorial 
system introduced in the first year. All students are required to 
continue the study of art history and theory and to submit three 
essays during the course of the second year. 

In the first term of the third year they agree an extended essay  
title with their tutor. This essay is submitted at the end of the second 
term of the third year as part of the Final Examination. Students are 
expected to establish a strong bond between the subject of the  
essay and their studio studies.

Assessment 
Practical studio-based work, human anatomy; 
three submitted essays and one written paper 
in the history and theory of visual culture

Assessment (Year 2)
Satisfactory record in all areas of the course
Assessment (Year 3) 
A final exhibition and a supporting portfolio of work made during the 
second and third years; an extended essay and one written paper in the 
history and theory of visual culture since 1900

 

independent practice, but the studio 
environment means there are always 
people around to bounce ideas off... The 
sense of community and support at the 
Ruskin is what makes it stand out, and 
the course will help nurture your practice 
in a caring and challenging way.’ 

Course details:
www.rsa.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 276940
info@rsa.ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer this 
course? See page 144

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/ugfineart

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

MORE ABOUT

TOP-RATED ART 
SCHOOL IN THE UK

The Complete University 
Guide placed the Ruskin as 
the leading art school in the 
UK in 2020, 2019, 2017, 
2016 and 2015.

Many Ruskin students have won or been shortlisted for 
prestigious awards and art prizes. Former BFA students were 
included amongst the Bloomberg New Contemporaries in 2017, 
2016, 2015 and 2014 including Lucy Mayes, Ruth Spencer Jolly, 
Melanie Eckersley and Emily Motto. Elizabeth Price (BFA 1988) 
won the Turner Prize in 2012. Conrad Shawcross (BFA 1999) won 
the Jack Goldhill Award for Sculpture in 2014. In 2016, Helen 
Marten (BFA 2008) won the Turner Prize and the Hepworth Prize 
for Sculpture. Nathaniel Whitfield (MFA 2016) and Ruskin MFA 
graduate Alistair Debling (MFA 2018) were selected to take part 
in the Whitney Independent Studies Program in New York. The 
work of Khushna Sulaman-Butt and Alvin Ong was also included 
in the BP Portrait Award at the National Portrait Gallery, London, 
in 2018. 

AWARD-WINNING graduates

77

http://www.rsa.ox.ac.uk
mailto:info@rsa.ox.ac.uk
http://ox.ac.uk/ugfineart
http://ox.ac.uk/opendays


Geography is a diverse discipline that 
bridges the arts and social and natural 
sciences, providing a broad education that 
addresses pressing issues including 
environmental change, regional and global 
inequalities and the transformation of 
global economy and culture. Students 
obtain a coherent view of the rapidly-
changing world and the ways in which 
society influences and is influenced by it.

The Oxford Geography degree focuses 
on the interrelationships between society 
and the physical and human environment. 
Students are introduced to the full range 
of geographical topics in the core 
courses, which they can then follow up in 
more detail in the optional papers. There 
is considerable emphasis placed on 
interdisciplinary approaches in the course, 
with opportunities to explore the cross-
fertilisation between geography and other 
disciplines such as anthropology, 
sociology, history, political science, 
economics, earth sciences and biology.

The facilities available at Oxford are 
among the best in the country, notably 
the Social Sciences Library (SSL), which 
holds a geography collection of over 
28,000 volumes on its open shelves, 
with many more held in closed stack 
storage. There are over 100 print journals 
on the open shelves of the SSL, as well as 
electronic access to over 600 core 
journals. The department also has well-
equipped Geolabs for practical physical 
courses and individual research projects 
including the Geography Research and 
Teaching Labs, the Oxford Luminescence 
Dating Lab and the Oxford Rock 
Breakdown Lab.

Fieldwork and international 
opportunities
The School of Geography and the 
Environment emphasises the 
importance of fieldwork, since we 
believe there is no substitute for 
teaching subjects first hand. In the first 
year, all students take part in a four-day 
physical geography field trip at the start 
of term, as well as local skills-related 
field days. Second-year students will 
undertake a week-long overseas 
residential field course (currently to 
Berlin or Tenerife). Independent 
research in the field or in archives is also 
a key element of the dissertation, with 
around 30% of our undergraduates 
choosing to do their dissertation 
overseas each year.

A typical week
•	��Lectures in the morning
•	��Seminars/practical classes in the 

afternoon
•	��Tutorials: at least one college tutorial 

a week, and college-based classes

What are tutors looking for?
Applicants will need to display evidence 
of a strong academic record. At interview 
tutors are looking for a candidate’s ability 
to deploy their knowledge in ways that 
show initiative and an awareness of the 
world around them. Interviews are not a 
test of knowledge but give candidates 
the opportunity to respond in a 
thoughtful way to unpredictable 
questions and ideas.  
ox.ac.uk/criteria

Geography BA 3 years 

UCAS code: L700
Entrance requirements
A-levels: A*AA 
Advanced Highers: AA/AAB
IB: 39 points with 766 at higher level
Or any other equivalent
It is recommended for candidates to have 
Geography to A-level, Advanced Higher or 
Higher Level in the IB or another 
equivalent.
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 63%
Successful: 19%
Intake: 81
How to apply
  �� Tests: GAT. For test date and 

registration details:  
ox.ac.uk/gat

  Written work: none required
Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding 
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Geo CAREERS
The broad set of transferable skills means 
Geography graduates have a wide range of 
career opportunities. In recent years 
graduates have proceeded to employment 
in management consultancy, local and 
central government, conservation and 
heritage management, the law, banking, 
the media, teaching and research. 

Karoline, a Migration Policy Officer,  
says: ‘“Thinking geographically” is still very 
much part of my work: migration is a 
matter that can only be properly 
understood from a multi-disciplinary 
perspective. Not only is it useful that I was 
as used to reading studies about migration 
dynamics as I was to understanding the 
latest report by the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change… the very 
Oxfordian skill to be able to turn out 

concise written work in super-short 
timeframes is tried and tested on 
nearly a daily basis!’ 

Course details:
www.geog.ox.ac.uk/study/undergraduate
+44 (0) 1865 275887
undergraduate.enquiries@ouce.ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer this course? See page 144

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/uggeo

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Geography Open Day:
15 June 2020 – booking required
www.geog.ox.ac.uk/
undergraduate/opendays.html

MORE ABOUT

year 1 years 2 and 3

Courses
	· Four compulsory courses:

	– Earth systems processes
	– Human geography
	– Geographical controversies
	– Geographical techniques

	· Induction physical geography 
field trip to Dorset (four days)

	· One-day human geography field 
trip exercise in Oxford

Courses

	· Geographical thought: histories, philosophies and practices (core)
	· Foundational courses (two chosen):

	– Space, place and society
	– Earth system dynamics
	– Environmental geography

	· Options (three chosen) currently include: 
	– �Climate change impacts and adaptation
	– �Childhood and youth in the global 
south

	– Climate change and variability
	– Complexity
	– Conservation
	– Critical development geographies
	– Cultural spaces
	– Desert landscapes and dynamics
	– Geographies for the Anthropocene

	– Geographies of finance
	– Geographies of nature
	– Geography at war
	– Geopolitics in the margins
	– Island life
	– �New approaches to urban 
geography

	– The Quaternary period
	– Transport and mobilities

	· Dissertation 
	· Overseas field trip

The options listed above are illustrative and may change. The University may cap the 
number of students who are able to take a particular option. A full list of current options 
is available on the course website (details above).

Assessment 
Four written papers: two fieldwork 
reports; submitted essay on 
Geographical controversies

Assessment 
Six written papers: three extended essays; fieldwork report; dissertation

Is Oxford Geography 
for you?
For an idea of what it’s like  
to study Geography at 
Oxford, and to find out 
whether it’s for you, see:  
www.geog.ox.ac.uk/
isoxfordgeogforyou

No. 1 IN THE  WORLD
Oxford Geography is 
ranked number one in the 
2019 QS World University 
rankings, by subject.
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Oxford’s History course combines the 
examination of large regions over 
extended periods of time with more 
focused work on smaller social groups, 
shorter periods and particular themes.  
It provides a distinctive education by 
developing an awareness of the differing 
political, cultural, social and economic 
structures within past societies and how 
they interrelate. The course combines 
vigorous debate over questions of 
interpretation with rigorous attention  
to source material, while the constant 
enrichment by cross-fertilisation from 
other disciplines leads to new questions 
about the past.

Oxford is celebrated for the broad 
chronological sweep of its courses and 
the enormous amount of choice offered. 
Students can study options on any part 
of British and European history from the 
declining years of the Roman Empire to 
the present day. The geographical range 
is also broad: there are options on North 
American, Latin American, Asian and 
African history (see the department 
website for further details). Students are 
encouraged to adopt a variety of 
interdisciplinary approaches to their work, 
and the faculty is strong on intellectual 
and cultural history options. The Oxford 
History Faculty is at the forefront of 
research.

A typical week
During the first year, you will be 
expected to attend around five lectures 
each week, participate in regular 
meetings with tutors to discuss work, 
conduct independent research and 
write at least one essay a week. In the 
second and third years you will have the 
opportunity to choose from an 
enormous variety of lectures, and your 
regular tutorials will be supplemented 

by faculty classes where you will discuss 
work with a larger number of students. 
The third-year thesis will give you the 
opportunity to engage in a piece of 
independent research. Generally 
students are very much in charge of 
their own timetable throughout their 
course.

What are tutors looking for?
Tutors are looking for intellectual curiosity 
as well as a flexible approach to engaging 
with unfamiliar concepts and arguments, 
and an enthusiasm for history. If you are 
shortlisted, you may be asked to discuss 
your submitted written work and 
personal statement during interview. 
Candidates may also be asked to read  
and talk about a short passage as part  
of the interview. 
ox.ac.uk/criteria

History CAREERS
History graduates go on to follow diverse 
careers in fields such as the law, 
investment banking and consultancies, 
advertising, accountancy, the Civil 
Service, publishing, journalism and the 
media, global charity work, museums, 
librarianship and archive work, and 
teaching. 

 Edward, now a curator, says: ‘My 
degree helped me acquire a position with 
the Pendle Heritage Centre and then at 
Historic Scotland. Afterwards I became a 
curator for the National Museum of the 
US Navy.’

David, who is now a history teacher, 
says: ‘A History degree was a prerequisite 
to teaching history to A-level and IB, but 
the Oxford degree accelerated my career 
path, allowing me to step straight into a 
position at an academic school. I use my 
degree on a daily basis, in teaching a wide 

History BA 3 years

UCAS code: V100
Entrance requirements
A-levels: AAA
Advanced Highers: AA/AAB
IB: 38 (including core points) with 
666 at HL
Or any other equivalent
It is highly recommended for candidates to 
have History to A-level, Advanced Higher, 
Higher Level in the IB or another 
equivalent.
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 71%
Successful: 21%
Intake: 223
How to apply
  � Tests: HAT. For test date and 

registration details: 
ox.ac.uk/hat

  � Written work: one piece
	 ox.ac.uk/writwork
Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding 
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range of historical topics as well as 
advising students about Oxford.’

Robin is the Managing Director of 
Schneider-Ross. He says: ‘On graduating, 
I joined Esso UK. Having met my wife 
there, in 1989 we decided to set up our 
own consultancy, Schneider-Ross, 
specialising in global diversity and 
inclusion. I feel History gave me all the 
skills I’ve called on to analyse data, make 
arguments and convince people of the 
need to change... and the confidence to 
work at board level with FTSE 100 
companies (it’s just like a tutorial really).’

Sian says: ‘Since graduating I have 
worked as assistant brand manager on 
Pringles and Braun at Procter & Gamble. 
My degree taught me analytical skills, 
time management and the ability to  
think critically, all of which are crucial in 
my role.’

year 1 years 2 and 3

Courses 
Four courses are taken:
	· History of the British Isles
	· European and world history
	· Historical methods (choice of 

Approaches to history; 
Historiography: Tacitus to 
Weber; Quantification; one 
of several foreign text papers)

	· Optional subject (choice of 
around 20 including: Theories 
of the state; Making England 
Protestant, 1558–1642; 
The rise and crises of 
European socialisms, 1881–
1921; Radicalism in Britain, 
1965–75)

Courses 
Six courses are taken:
	· History of the British Isles
	· European and world history
	· Further subject (choice of about 35, including: China since 1900; The Near East 

in the age of Justinian and Muhammad, c527–700; The Middle East in the age 
of empire, 1830–71; The authority of nature: race, heredity and crime, 1800–
1940; Culture, politics and identity in Cold War Europe, 1945–68; Britain at the 
movies: film and national identity since 1914)

	· Special subject: a paper and an extended essay (choice of about 30, including: 
The Norman conquest of England; Politics, art and culture in the Italian 
Renaissance, Venice and Florence, c1475–1525; The Scientific Movement in 
the 17th century; English architecture, 1660–1720; Race, religion and resistance 
in the US, from Jim Crow to Civil Rights; Britain in the seventies; Terror and 
forced labour in Stalin’s Russia; From Gandhi to the Green Revolution: India, 
independence and modernity, 1947–73; Nazi Germany, a racial order, 1933–45; 
The Northern Ireland troubles, 1965–85)

	· Disciplines of history
	· Thesis

Assessment 
First University examinations: 
four timed written exams

Assessment 
Final University examinations: four timed written exams; one portfolio of submitted 
essays; one extended essay; one thesis; an additional thesis may be offered

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/ughistory

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Course details:
www.history.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 615013
undergraduate.admissions@history.ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer this course? 
See page 144

For the latest information on all course details and options see the course website (details above).

MORE ABOUT

TOP-RATED History 
Department IN THE UK

for the largest volume of 
world-leading research in the 
most recent (2014) Research 
Excellence Framework.
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The Ancient and Modern History course 
enables students to study history from 
the Bronze Age Mediterranean and Near 
East, through the Roman Empire, Middle 
Ages and early modern period, right up to 
British, European and world history in the 
present day. Fruitful comparisons between 
societies abound, and the methods by 
which we study them are mutually 
illuminating.

The extraordinary range of choices 
(more than 90 options) for this course 
reflects the breadth of interests of those 
who teach here. The Oxford Classics and 
History Faculties are world-famous for 
teaching and research. The people who 
will teach you here will often be leading 
researchers in their field, with lecturers 
encouraged to put on new courses that 
reflect their own interests. Oxford also 
possesses exceptional library provision for 
History in the Bodleian Library, the History 
Faculty, the Sackler and the Weston 
Library’s special collections, as well as a 
dedicated Classics Centre.

A typical week
During the first year, you will be 
expected to attend around four lectures 
each week, participate in regular 
meetings with tutors to discuss work, 
conduct independent research and write 
at least one essay a week. In the second 
and third years you will have the 
opportunity to choose from an 
enormous variety of lectures, and your 
regular tutorials will be supplemented by 
faculty classes where you will discuss 
work with a larger number of students. 
The third-year thesis will give you the 
opportunity to engage in a piece of 
independent research. Generally, 
students are very much in charge of 
their own timetable throughout their 
courses.

What are tutors looking for?
Tutors are looking for intellectual curiosity, 
as well as a flexible approach  
to engaging with unfamiliar concepts  
and arguments, and an enthusiasm for 
ancient history or classics, even if you 
have not studied them before. If you are 
shortlisted, you may be asked to discuss 
your submitted written work and personal 
statement during interview. Candidates 
may also be asked to read and talk about 
a short passage as part of the interview.  
ox.ac.uk/criteria

A&M HISTORY CAREERS
Oxford historians move on to careers in 
fields as varied as the law, teaching, 
investment banking and consultancies, 
advertising, accountancy, the Civil Service, 
publishing, journalism and the media, 
global charity work, museums and 
librarianship and archive work.

Recent Ancient and Modern History 
graduates include a civil servant, a librarian 
and a charity campaign manager. Mary-
Kate says: ‘Through my joint course I 
developed skills in working flexibly and 
under pressure, enhanced my analytical 
skills and learnt to be independently 
minded. These have all proven to be 
invaluable assets in my career as a Fast 
Streamer for the Home Office. Being a 
Fast Streamer means that you follow an 
accelerated training and development 
graduate programme.’

Heather now works as a lecturer in 
British History at the Humboldt University 
in Berlin. She says: ‘Learning to work 
independently and under time pressure as 
an undergraduate was the perfect 
preparation for an academic career. It 
gave me the skills I needed to teach 
successfully at a university level and the 
self-confidence necessary to publish and 
present my research before my peers.’

History (Ancient and Modern) BA 3 years

UCAS code: V118
Entrance requirements
A-levels: AAA
Advanced Highers: AA/AAB
IB: 38 (including core points) with 
666 at HL
Or any other equivalent
It is highly recommended for candidates to 
have History to A-level, Advanced Higher, 
Higher Level in the IB or another 
equivalent. A classical language, Classical 
Civilisation and Ancient History can be 
helpful to students in completing this 
course, although they are not required for 
admission.
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 74%
Successful: 23%
Intake: 22
How to apply
  � Tests: HAT. For test date and 

registration details: 
ox.ac.uk/hat

  � Written work: one piece
	 ox.ac.uk/writwork
Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding  
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FROM AN A&M HISTORY   
STUDENT

year 1 years 2 and 3

Courses 
Four courses are taken:
	· One period of either 

Greek or Roman history
	· One of the periods of 

European/world history 
offered

	· The world of Homer and 
Hesiod; or Augustan 
Rome; or one of the 
History optional subjects

	· A text-based paper on 
Herodotus; or Sallust; or 
Approaches to history; or 
Historiography: Tacitus to 
Weber from the History 
syllabus or a Greek/Latin 
language paper.

Courses 
Six courses are taken:
	· A period of Greek or Roman history
	· A period of European/world history or one of the periods of the history of the 

British Isles
	· A choice of further subjects including work on primary sources, textual or 

archaeological (at least one of the further or the special subjects must be ancient) 
from the History syllabus; or an ancient further subject, including: 

	– Athenian democracy in the classical age
	– Politics, society and culture from Nero to Hadrian
	– Religions in the Greek and Roman world, c31 BC–AD 312
	– The Greeks and the Mediterranean world, 950–500 BC
	– Art under the Roman Empire AD 14–337
	– The Hellenistic world: societies and cultures, c300 BC–100 BC
	– The Achaemenid Empire, 550–330 BC

	· Special subjects (at least one of the further or the special subjects must be ancient) 
(including work on primary sources, textual or archaeological). A choice of about 30 
special subjects from the History syllabus or an ancient special subject, including: 

	– Alexander the Great and his early successors
	– Cicero: politics and thought in the late Republic
	– The Greek city in the Roman world from Dio Chrysostom to John Chrysostom

	· Disciplines of history
	· Thesis
	· Optional Greek/Latin language paper

For the latest information on all course details and options see the course websites (details above).

Assessment 
First University examinations: 
four timed written exams

Assessment 
Final University examinations: six timed written exams and one thesis; or five timed 
written exams, one extended essay and one thesis; or four timed written exams, one 
portfolio of submitted essays, one extended essay and one thesis; optional additional 
language paper 

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/ugham

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Course details:
www.history.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 615013
undergraduate.admissions@history.ox.ac.uk

www.classics.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 288372
undergraduate@classics.ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer this course?  
See page 144

MORE ABOUT
TOP-RATED History 
Department IN THE UK

for the largest volume of 
world-leading research in the 
most recent (2014) Research 
Excellence Framework.

Ancient and Modern History has 
offered me an amazing freedom to 
cover topics as varied as Alexander 
the Great to Meiji Japan during my 
three years at Oxford. Talking to my 
friends on the traditional History 
course, it is really evident just how 
much flexibility we Ancient and 
Modern Historians enjoy and the 
sheer breadth that we are able to 
cover. It is amazing to be reading 
the first-hand accounts of Cicero’s 
experience of the Late Roman 
Republic in the morning and then be 
debating the role of the US and USSR 
in Africa during the Cold War in the 
afternoon.  � OLIVER
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The History and Economics course 
integrates these two subjects to form a 
coherent and intellectually stimulating 
programme. The combination allows 
insights that neither subject can realise 
alone. However, it is possible to specialise 
primarily in either history or economics 
while still preserving the benefits of an 
integrated approach.

The combination of economics, 
economic history and history (political as 
well as social) means that you will be 
equipped to view issues in the real world 
from a variety of contrasting 
perspectives. You will learn both the 
historian’s careful approaches to evidence 
and argumentation and the economist’s 
analytical and quantitative methods, 
providing an excellent preparation for a 
range of professional, financial and 
academic careers.

The course is designed to equip you 
with the basic tools of both history and 
economics, while introducing you to some 
of the areas that you can study later in 
more depth. You will be given a wide 
choice of subjects. Everyone studies 
Introductory economics, which is 
designed to give a solid understanding of 
the foundations of both Microeconomics 
and Macroeconomics. See the course 
structure table on p85. 

Oxford possesses exceptional library 
provision for both subjects in the Bodleian 
Library, the History Faculty and Social 
Sciences libraries, other faculty libraries 
and the college libraries.

A typical week
During the first year, you will be 
expected to attend around five 
lectures each week, participate in 
regular meetings with tutors to discuss 
work, conduct independent research 
and write at least one essay a week. In 
the second and third years you will 
have the opportunity to write a thesis 
on economic history, which will enable 
you to do a piece of independent 
research. Generally students are very 
much in charge of their own timetable 
throughout their courses.

What are tutors looking for?
Tutors are looking for intellectual 
curiosity, as well as a flexible approach to 
engaging with unfamiliar concepts and 
arguments, and an enthusiasm for history 
and economics. If you are shortlisted, you 
may be asked to discuss your submitted 
written work and personal statement 
during interview. Candidates may also  
be asked to read and talk about a short 
passage as part of the interview or  
work through a short problem. We  
do not require any previous formal 
qualification in economics, but we do 
expect you to demonstrate a real  
interest in the subject. 
ox.ac.uk/criteria

History and Economics BA 3 years

UCAS code: LV11
Entrance requirements
A-levels: AAA
Advanced Highers: AA/AAB
IB: 38 (including core points) with 
666 at HL
Or any other equivalent
It is highly recommended for candidates to 
have both History and Mathematics to 
A-level, Advanced Higher, Higher Level in 
the IB or any other equivalent.
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 49%
Successful: 12%
Intake: 17
Applicants for this course may instead be 
offered a place for History. Such offers are 
not included in these statistics.
How to apply
  � Tests: HAT and TSA: section 1. For 

test date and registration details: 
ox.ac.uk/hat and  
ox.ac.uk/tsa

  � Written work: one piece (History) 
ox.ac.uk/writwork

Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding  
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HEco CAREERS
Some of the most popular careers for 
History and Economics graduates include 
working in industry, management 
consulting, the law, teaching and many 
branches of public service, including the 
Civil and Diplomatic Services and the 
Bank of England. Recent History and 
Economics graduates include a 
management consultant, a charity 
officer and an economist.

Michael is currently the Managing 
Director for Thomson Reuters’ 
Treasury business across Asia Pacific. 
He says: ‘Running a broad region as 
diverse as Asia Pacific requires me to 
think laterally across cultures coupled 
with a concise and engaging focus – 
traits that one hones quickly from  
the tutorial approach at Oxford.’

year 1 years 2 and 3

Courses 
	· Four courses are taken:

	– Introductory economics
	– �European and world 
history: four options 
available

	– �Quantification in history 
(available options: 
Approaches to history; 
Historiography: Tacitus to 
Weber; Foreign texts)

	– �Industrialisation in Britain 
and France, 1750–1870 
(or any other History 
optional subject)

Courses 
	· Core courses in Economics and Economic history
	· Economics papers required:

	– Development of the world economy since 1800
	– �At least one of Microeconomics, Macroeconomics and Quantitative 
economics

	– �Two other papers in Economics, either from those listed above or from the 
options list

	· History core papers:
	– A period of British history or European/World history

	· Compulsory thesis:
	– A thesis from original research, usually in Economic history

	· Optional papers:
	– Two further subjects in History
	– Two further subjects in Economics
	– One further subject in History and one in British or European/world history
	– One further subject in History and one further subject in Economics

For the latest information on all course details and options see the course websites (details above).

Assessment 
First University examinations: 
four timed written exams

Assessment 
Final University examinations: seven timed written exams and one compulsory 
undergraduate thesis or six timed written exams, one portfolio of submitted 
essays and one compulsory undergraduate thesis

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/ugheco

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Course details:
www.history.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 615013
undergraduate.admissions@history.ox.ac.uk

www.economics.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 271098
econundergrad@economics.ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer this course? 
See page 144

MORE ABOUT

TOP-RATED History 
Department IN THE UK

for the largest volume of 
world-leading research in the 
most recent (2014) Research 
Excellence Framework.
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History and English BA 3 years

A joint degree in History and English 
requires students to think critically 
about how we define ‘history’ and 
‘literature’, and about how the two 
disciplines interrelate and, to a large 
extent, overlap. Close attention is given 
to changing methodologies, to the 
nature of evidence and to styles of 
argument. It is assumed that historical 
documents are just as much ‘texts’ as 
poems, plays or novels, and are 
therefore subject to interpretation as 
works of narrative, rhetoric and, 
fundamentally, language. In turn, it is 
assumed that poems, plays and novels 
represent historically-grounded ways  
of interpreting a culture. Interdisciplinary 
study has become a thriving area in its 
own right as scholars have moved away 
from what would once have been 
thought of as ‘purely’ historical or 
literary criticism to a more comparative 
way of thinking about the written 
records of the past (including, of course, 
the very recent past).

The History and English Faculties are 
among the largest in Britain, with long and 
distinguished traditions of teaching and 
research. Students are offered a great deal 
of choice in the course over their three 
years, and whether their interests are in 
the medieval period, the Renaissance or 
the later periods, intellectually fruitful 
combinations are always possible.

The course structure at Oxford is 
intended to enable students to relate 
literary and historical ideas as effectively 
as possible in the investigation of their 
chosen historical periods, topics or 
authors, while recognising that some 
students will wish to opt for variety 
rather than close congruity between  
their historical and literary papers. An 
interdisciplinary approach is embedded  
in each year of the course, with dedicated 
classes in the first year as part of the 

Introduction to English language and 
literature paper, a bridge paper taken 	
in the second year (examined by extended 
essay) and an interdisciplinary dissertation 
in the final year. All interdisciplinary 
elements of this course are co-taught  
or co-supervised by a historian and a 
literary scholar.

Oxford possesses exceptional library 
provision for both subjects in the Bodleian 
Library, the History Faculty and English 
Faculty libraries, other faculty libraries  
and the college libraries.

A typical week
You will have up to two tutorials a  
week and will often, but not always, be 
working on two papers simultaneously. 
Most students attend three to four 
lectures a week. In the first and  
second years, you will also attend 
interdisciplinary classes with both 
English and History tutors present,  
in preparation for the bridge paper.  
For the final-year dissertation you  
will be allocated an adviser from  
each discipline.

What are tutors looking for?
Tutors are looking for intellectual 
curiosity, as well as a flexible  
approach to engaging with unfamiliar 
concepts or arguments and an 
enthusiasm for writing and talking about 
history, literature and language. 
Shortlisted candidates will usually be 
given at least two interviews, one with 
the History tutor(s) in the college, and 
one with the English tutor(s). In the 
English interview, the candidate may be 
asked to discuss a piece of prose or 
verse, provided before or at the 
interview. Successful candidates will 
read widely, and will be interested in 
pursuing a comparative approach to 
historical and literary texts.  
ox.ac.uk/criteria

UCAS code: VQ13
Entrance requirements
A-levels: AAA
Advanced Highers: AA/AAB
IB: 38 (including core points) with 
666 at HL
Or any other equivalent
Candidates are expected to have English 
Literature, or English Language and 
Literature, to A-level, Advanced Higher, 
Higher Level in the IB or any other 
equivalent. It is also highly recommended 
for candidates to have History to A-level, 
Advanced Higher, Higher Level in the IB or 
another equivalent.
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 63%
Successful: 15%
Intake: 14
Applicants for this course may instead be 
offered a place for History or for English. 
Such offers are not included in these 
statistics.
How to apply
  � Tests: HAT. For test date and 

registration details: ox.ac.uk/hat
  � Written work: three pieces 

ox.ac.uk/writwork
Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding 
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FROM A Heng
STUDENT

HENG CAREERS
Studying this degree provides you  
with the opportunity to acquire a range 
of skills valued by recruiters and 
employers, including the ability to work 
independently, to evaluate the 
significance of evidence and to present 
arguments clearly and persuasively. 
Graduates from this course have worked 
in the media, legal professions, public 
administration, teaching and finance.

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/ughe

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Course details:
www.history.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 615013
undergraduate.admissions@history.ox.ac.uk 

www.english.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 271055
undergrad@ell.ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer this course? 
See page 144

year 1 years 2 and 3

Courses 
Four courses are taken:
	· Introduction to English language and 

literature (interdisciplinary 
component)

	· One period paper from single 
honours English Language and 
Literature (see page 70)

	· One British history paper from single 
honours History (see page 80)

	· One of: Approaches to history; 
Historiography; optional subject 
(from single honours History)

Courses 
Seven courses are taken:
	· One interdisciplinary bridge essay (6,000 words)
	· Two papers from single honours English Language and Literature (see 

page 70)
	· One British Isles paper from single honours History (see page 80)
	· Either one History special subject (counts as two papers) or two from:

	–  European/world history paper from single honours History
	–  Further subject from single honours History
	–  �One of papers 1–6 from single honours English Language and 

Literature
	· Interdisciplinary dissertation (12,000 words)

For the latest information on all course details and options see the course websites (details above).

Assessment 
Three timed written exams form the 
First University Examination, together 
with a submitted portfolio of two exam 
essays of 2,000 words for Introduction 
to English language and literature.
All exams must be passed, but marks 
do not count towards the final degree.

Assessment 
Final University examinations: between two and four timed written exams 
will be examined at the end of the third year; plus a combination of one 
portfolio of submitted essays; one or two extended essays; one bridge 
essay; one interdisciplinary dissertation

MORE ABOUT

I cannot imagine studying two 
subjects that more perfectly 
complement and enhance one 
another. I love the constant 
opportunity to explore the cross-
over between History and English, 
be it in the unique interdisciplinary 
module, or throughout my tutorial 
essays. The variety of papers is also 
beyond compare, allowing you to 
mix and match topics, or specialise 
completely in one period. My 
first-year papers were as diverse 
as 20th-century literature and Early 
Modern European witch hunts – 
the degree is as extensive as you 
want to make it! � HOLLY
  

TOP-RATED History 
Department IN THE UK

for the largest volume of 
world-leading research in the 
most recent (2014) Research 
Excellence Framework.
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In recent years History has experienced 
a ‘linguistic turn’ while literary studies 
have undergone a ‘historical turn’, 
making this combination of subjects 
more exciting than ever. Knowledge of 
the past contextualises literary artefacts, 
while the forensic literary skills of the 
linguist are vital for interrogating 
historical documents. While historians 
have to be aware of genre, plot and 
rhetorical techniques in the creation both 
of their sources and their own 
arguments, linguists need to appreciate 
the social and political concerns that are 
woven into literary works. This degree 
brings these two skill sets together.

Oxford has a long and enduring 
commitment to the teaching of history 
and European languages, leading to a 
particularly rich environment in terms of 

staff expertise, library resources, 
language training and overseas contacts. 
Undergraduate students have access to 
the Taylor Institution Library, the biggest 
research library in Britain devoted to 
modern languages, as well as the History 
Faculty library housed in the Radcliffe 
Camera. The University’s well-equipped 
Language Centre (see page 5) has 
resources specifically tailored to the 
needs of History and Modern Languages 
students. 

The fullness and variety of the 
curriculum means that students can 
combine papers from the two faculties 
in stimulating ways. The two parts come 
together directly in the bridge essay, 
where students can make their own 
innovative contributions.

International opportunities
History and Modern Languages is a  
four-year course with a compulsory 
year abroad in your third year. Please  
see Modern Languages (page 112)  
for further information. Students are 
encouraged to travel in order to improve 
their specialist language in the vacations. 
Travel grants and scholarships from 
either the faculty or your college may  
be available.

A typical week
Your time will be divided between the 
Faculties of History and Medieval and 
Modern Languages, and your college. 
A week’s work will include tutorials in 
history and in the literature and culture 
of the language you study, around three 
or four lectures/classes for each subject 
and language classes involving different 
skills, eg translation, oral and grammar. 
The rest of your time will be allocated to 
independent study preparing essays for 
your weekly tutorials.

Course combinations
You can either study History with a modern 
language you already speak, or with a modern 
language you’d like to learn from scratch.

For the following course combinations you 
would usually be expected to have the modern 
language to A-level, or another academic 
equivalent.
History and:

Czech� VR17
French �  VR11
German �  VR12
Modern Greek� VQ17
Italian �  VR13
Portuguese �  VR15
Russian�  VRC7
Spanish �  VR14

The following course combinations allow you 
to begin studying a modern language from 
scratch.
History and:

Beginners’ Czech�  VR1R
Beginners’ Modern Greek� VR1X
Beginners’ Italian�  RV31
Beginners’ Portuguese � VR1N 

History and Modern Languages BA 4 years with a year abroad 

UCAS codes: see combinations
Entrance requirements
A-levels: AAA
Advanced Highers: AA/AAB
IB: 38 (including core points) with 
666 at HL
Or any other equivalent
It is highly recommended for candidates to 
have History to A-level, Advanced Higher, 
Higher Level in the IB or another 
equivalent.
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 84%
Successful: 22%
Intake: 22
Applicants for this course may instead be 
offered a place for History or for Modern 
Languages. Such offers are not included in 
these statistics.
How to apply
  � Tests: HAT and MLAT. For test 

date and registration details: 
ox.ac.uk/hat and  
ox.ac.uk/mlat

  � Written work: one to three pieces 
ox.ac.uk/writwork

Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding
The year abroad has lower fees and 
may have extra funding:  
ox.ac.uk/erasmus.  
Some costs related to year abroad 
activity may be subject to some 
variation as arrangements relating to 
the UK’s decision to leave the EU are 
progressed. For further information 
about additional costs on the year 
abroad see: ox.ac.uk/ughml.

 

 

History and Czech (with Slovak), French, German, Modern Greek, Italian, Portuguese, Russian or Spanish
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What are tutors looking for?
Tutors are looking for intellectual curiosity, 
your capacity for independent thought and 
ability to relate and conceptualise ideas, as 
well as a flexible approach to engaging with 
unfamiliar concepts and arguments, and your 
oral competence in the language. If you are 
shortlisted, you may be asked to discuss 
your submitted written work and personal 
statement during interview. Candidates may 
also be asked to read and talk about a short 
text in English and/or the modern language 
as part of the interview.  
ox.ac.uk/criteria

HML CAREERS
Employers value language skills combined 
with the many transferable skills of a History 
and Modern Languages degree.

Recent graduates from this course are 
employed in international institutions such as 
the UN and the EU, by NGOs as well as by 
national governments. They work in the 
media, publishing, the law, banking, 
consultancy, teaching, research, commercial 
industry and many other sectors.

Matthew, now an investment manager, 
says: ‘I enjoyed the sheer variety and choice 
of a History and Modern Languages degree. 
I benefit hugely in my professional life from 
the skills I learned from historical argument 
and literary criticism, not to mention the 
ability to speak French. Every time I tell my 
clients how politics and financial markets 
might affect their investments, I draw on 
the analytical and presentational skills I 
acquired at Oxford.’

year 1 years 2 and 4 (year 3 spent abroad)
Courses 
Six courses are taken:
	· History

	– �European/world history (four options: 
370–900; 1000–1300; 1400–1650; 
1815–1914)

	– �Either a British Isles history period, or 
a historical methods paper, or a 
foreign text or an optional subject

	· Modern Language
	– Practical language work (two papers)
	– Two literature papers

Courses 
	· A period or theme paper in European/world history
	· Either a special subject in History (two papers, see History (page 80)), 

with one additional history or literature option; or three papers 
selected from History (British Isles history, further subject, thesis) or 
Modern Languages (special subjects, prescribed authors, extended 
essay)

	· An optional additional thesis in History
	· Practical language work (two papers)
	· A period of literature
	· A paper on one of a wide range of options
	· A bridge essay

For the latest information on all course details and options see the course websites (details above).

Assessment 
First University examinations: six timed 
written exams

Assessment 
Final University examinations: between six and nine timed written 
exams; between one and four submitted essays, including the 
compulsory bridge essay; oral examination in the modern language 

Please see 
ox.ac.uk/erasmus
for details of current 
Erasmus opportunities 		
for this course.

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/ughml

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Modern Languages and joint 
courses Open Day: 
2 May 2020 – booking required
www.mod-langs.ox.ac.uk/
schools/meet-us 

Course details:
www.history.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 615013
undergraduate.admissions@
history.ox.ac.uk

www.mod-langs.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 270750
office@mod-langs.ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer this 
course? See page 144

MORE ABOUT
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The History and Politics course brings 
together complementary but distinct 
disciplines to form a coherent and 
stimulating programme. The degree not 
only enables students to set 
contemporary political problems in their 
historical perspective, but also equips 
them to approach the study of the past 
with the conceptual rigour derived from 
political science.

A special feature of the Oxford 
course is the chance to choose from a 
broad range of subjects across the two 
disciplines, making it possible, for 
example, to combine medieval history 
options with analysis of contemporary 
political systems. The intellectual rigour 
of this course benefits from the 
expertise of Oxford’s political theorists 
and historians in the history of political 
thought. It is also strengthened by the 
thematic approach taken to European 
and world history teaching in the first 
year, combined with an emphasis on 
interdisciplinarity in a number of both 
Politics and History papers.

A typical week
During the first year, you will be 
expected to attend around five 
lectures each week, participate in 
regular meetings with tutors to discuss 
work, conduct independent research 
and write at least one essay a week. In 
the second and third years you will 
have the opportunity to choose from 
an enormous variety of lectures, and 
your regular tutorials will be 
supplemented by faculty classes where 
you will discuss work with a larger 
number of students. The third-year 
thesis will give you the opportunity to 
engage in a piece of independent 

research. Generally, students are very 
much in charge of their own timetable 
throughout their course.

What are tutors looking for?
Tutors are looking for intellectual 
curiosity, as well as a flexible approach to 
engaging with unfamiliar concepts and 
arguments, and an enthusiasm for history 
and politics. If you are shortlisted, you 
may be asked to discuss your submitted 
written work and personal statement 
during interview. Candidates may also be 
asked to read and talk about a short 
passage as part of the interview.  
ox.ac.uk/criteria

FROM An H&P
STUDENT

History and Politics BA 3 years

UCAS code: LV21
Entrance requirements
A-levels: AAA
Advanced Highers: AA/AAB
IB: 38 (including core points) with 
666 at HL
Or any other equivalent
It is highly recommended for candidates to 
have History to A-level, Advanced Higher, 
Higher Level in the IB or any other 
equivalent. Sociology, Politics or 
Government and Politics can be helpful to 
students in completing this course, 
although they are not required for 
admission.
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 43%
Successful: 11%
Intake: 44
Applicants for this course may instead be 
offered a place for History. Such offers are 
not included in these statistics.
How to apply
  � Tests: HAT. For test date and 

registration details:  
ox.ac.uk/hat

  � Written work: one piece (History)
ox.ac.uk/writwork

Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding 

I specialised more in Politics than 
in History. The ‘Introduction to 
the practice of Politics’ paper at 
Prelims (first University exams) 
provided me with an excellent 
foundation for studying specific 
countries at Finals level. I was able 
to use the knowledge I obtained 
here, and apply it within several 
political contexts – from Japan 
to South Africa! I especially loved 
writing my thesis, where I was able 
to analyse the political challenges 
of the past with reference to the 
leading political models of the 
present. � STEFAN 
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H&P CAREERS
While some History and Politics 
graduates go on to further study 
and research to become professional 
historians, others move into different 
areas. Recent graduates have started 
their careers in accountancy, advertising, 
archive work, finance, the Civil Service, 
consultancy, international charity 
work, the media, the law, librarianship, 
management consultancy, museums, 
politics, publishing, research, social work, 
teaching and the theatre. Graduates 
include a PhD researcher in political 
science, a senior account executive in 
public relations and a civil servant.

year 1 years 2 and 3

Courses 
Four examination papers and a short piece 
of assessed coursework:
	· Either any one of the six periods in the 

history of the British Isles or any one of 
the four periods of European/world 
history

	· Introduction to the theory of politics or 
Theories of the state

	· One optional subject from a choice of: 
	– Quantification in history
	– Approaches to history
	– Historiography: Tacitus to Weber
	– �Any of the optional subjects (see 
History (page 80) except Theories of 
the state) or any one of seven foreign 
texts

	· The practice of politics
	· Quantitative methods: political analysis 

(not examined)

Courses 
The course has seven components:
	· A period of the history of the British Isles
	· A period of European/World history
	· Any two of the five core subjects in Politics: 

	– Comparative government*
	– British politics and government since 1900
	– Theory of politics
	– International relations*
	– Political sociology*

	· One of the following combinations:
	– �A special subject in History (two papers) and an optional subject 
in Politics (either a core paper not yet taken or a further subject)

	– �A further subject in History and two optional subjects in Politics
	– �A further subject in History, one optional subject in Politics and 
one special subject in Politics

	· A thesis in either History or Politics

*these papers require Quantitative methods

For the latest information on all course details and options see the course websites (details above).

Assessment 
First University examinations: four timed 
written exams

Assessment 
Final University examinations: either five timed written exams; one 
portfolio of submitted essays; one thesis in History or Politics or four 
timed written exams; one portfolio of submitted essays; one extended 
essay; one thesis in History or Politics

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/ughp

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Course details:
www.history.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 615013
undergraduate.admissions@history.ox.ac.uk

www.politics.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 278706
ug.studies@politics.ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer this course? 
See page 144

MORE ABOUT

TOP-RATED History 
Department IN THE UK

for the largest volume of 
world-leading research in the 
most recent (2014) Research 
Excellence Framework.
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History of Art BA 3 years

Anything designed by human beings 
exhibits visual qualities that are specific to 
the place and period in which it originates. 
History of Art aims to arrive at a historical 
understanding of the origins, meaning and 
purpose of art and artefacts from a wide 
range of world cultures, asking about the 
circumstances of their making, their 
makers, the media used, the functions of 
the images and objects, their critical 
reception and – not least – their 
subsequent history. As well as educating 
students in the historical interpretation of 
art in its cultural contexts, a degree in 
History of Art provides skills in the critical 
analysis of objects through the cultivation 
of visual literacy. The acquired skills have 
broad applicability in a wide range of 
professional settings, as well as serving 
the needs of enduring personal 
enlightenment.

The University collections, including the 
famous Ashmolean and Pitt Rivers 
museums, provide subjects for first-hand 
study under the supervision of those 
entrusted with their care. The historic 
architecture of the city and its environs 
supplies a rich source of study in its own 
right. The Oxford degree is designed to 
provide innovative insights into a wide 
range of world art, drawing its expertise 
from various University faculties and the 
staff of University collections, as well as 
from the department itself. There is a 
strong emphasis upon how the primary 
visual and written sources from various 
periods and places can be analysed in 
different ways. Students are encouraged 
to enquire about the nature of reactions 
to what we call ‘art’.

A typical week
Each week you will have around two 
lectures and a tutorial. Teaching usually 
takes place in the department or in a 
college, as well as in one of the Oxford 

museums and galleries, where tutors 
often lecture in front of actual works of 
art. Visits to exhibitions or historical 
buildings will also be part of the course. 
Outside the classroom most of your 
time will be spent preparing essays for 
your tutorials and working in libraries, 
archives or museums on longer 
research papers.

What are tutors looking for?
Candidates should show evidence of lively 
engagement with visual culture, both 
contemporary and historical. Prior 
knowledge of art history is absolutely not 
a requirement: many successful applicants 
have never studied the subject before 
university. What is looked for in applicants 
is a keen and critical observation of art 
and of the material environment in 
general.

At interview, candidates are invited to 
demonstrate willingness to engage in 
focused discussion and debate about 
visual issues, and in addition to respond to 
one or more photographs of unfamiliar 
images, which applicants will not be 
expected to recognise.  
ox.ac.uk/criteria

HOA CAREERS
The cultural industries are one of the 
biggest employers in the world. In  
addition to museums and galleries, there 
are many governmental and non-
governmental agencies that work to 
conserve, research and promote cultural 
heritage and to further the production of 
art. Furthermore, History of Art graduates 
will be especially competitive for posts in 
any area that requires combinations of 
visual and verbal skills, such as publishing, 
advertising, marketing and web-based 
media, as well as entering the wide range 
of professions available to all humanities 
graduates.

UCAS code: V350
(no deferred applications accepted)
Entrance requirements
A-levels: AAA
Advanced Highers: AA/AAB
IB: 38 (including core points) with 
666 at HL
Or any other equivalent
Candidates are required to have taken an 
essay-based subject to A-level, Advanced 
Higher, Higher Level in the IB or any other 
equivalent. History of Art, Fine Art, History, 
English or a language can be helpful to 
students in completing this course, 
although they are not required for 
admission.
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 37%
Successful: 10%
Intake: 13
How to apply

  Tests: none required
  � Written work: one marked piece, 

one response 
ox.ac.uk/writwork

Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding 
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year 1 years 2 and 3

Courses 
Four elements are taken: 
	· Core course: Introduction 

to the history of art
	· Core course: European art, 

1400–1900: meaning 
and interpretation

	· Core course: Antiquity 
after Antiquity

	· Supervised extended 
essay on a building, object 
or image in Oxford 

Students also have the 
opportunity to undertake a 
French, German or Italian for 
Art Historians course 
through the University’s 
Language Centre (see page 
5). No previous experience 
or qualifications are required 
for these courses.

Courses 
Seven elements are taken: 
	· Core course: Approaches to the history of art
	· Further subject in art history; options include:

	– Anglo-Saxon archaeology
	– The Carolingian Renaissance
	– Culture and society in Early Renaissance Italy
	– Northern European portraiture, 1400–1800
	– Flanders and Italy in the Quattrocento
	– Court culture and art in early modern Europe
	– Intellect and culture in Victorian Britain

	· Two Year 2 options; regularly taught options include: 
	– Egyptian art and architecture
	– Greek art and archaeology
	– Art under the Roman Empire
	– Encountering South Asian sculpture
	– Gothic art through medieval eyes
	– Understanding museums and collections
	– Literature and the visual arts in France
	– European cinema
	– Modernism and after
	– The experience of modernity: visual culture, 1880–1925
	– American art, 1560s–1960s

	· Special subject and extended essay in art history options include:
	– Art and culture in Renaissance Florence and Venice
	– Art and culture in the Dutch Golden Age
	– English architecture
	– Art and its public in France, 1815–67
	– The social life of photographs
	– Pop and the art of the Sixties: global perspectives

	· Undergraduate thesis

Students also have the opportunity to undertake a collections placement in one of the 
University museums, libraries or colleges in their second year. 

For the latest information on all course details and a full list of current options see the course website (details above). 

Assessment 
First University examinations: 
three written papers and one 
extended essay  

Assessment
Final University examinations: four or five written papers, one or two extended 
essay(s) and one thesis

History of Art      
Podcasts
A number of core lectures 
and some public lectures and 
seminars are available at: 
podcasts.ox.ac.uk/units/
department-history-art.

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/ughoa

2020 Open Days:
1 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Course details:
www.hoa.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 286830
admin@hoa.ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer this 
course? See page 144

MORE ABOUT
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Human Sciences is an interdisciplinary 
degree that enables students to study 
the biological, social and cultural aspects 
of human life, and provides an exciting 
alternative to some of the more 
traditional courses offered at Oxford.

The school was founded in 1969 in 
recognition of the need for 
interdisciplinary understanding of 
fundamental issues and problems 
confronting contemporary societies. 
Central topics include the evolution of 
humans and their behaviour, molecular 
and population genetics, population 
growth and ageing, ethnic and cultural 
diversity and human interaction with the 
environment, including: conservation, 
disease and nutrition. The study of both 
biological and social disciplines, integrated 
within a framework of human diversity 
and sustainability, should enable the 
human scientist to develop professional 
competencies suited to address such 
multidimensional human problems.

The course draws on specialists from a 
number of different faculties in the 
University. Lectures introduce most of 
the material you will need and provide 
the core concepts and theories for each 
paper. Tutorials, given by specialists in 
different fields, allow you to consider 
particular topics in greater depth. They 
also allow students from different 
academic backgrounds to gain the 
necessary grounding across a range of 
subjects.

A typical week
During Years 1 and 2 your work will be 
divided between lectures (about ten a 
week) and tutorials (one or two a week 
with more in the first year). In addition, 
some practical experience in genetics, 
physiology, demography or statistics will 
be offered in certain terms. Computers 
are used in the teaching of quantitative 

methods. In the third year the tutorial and 
class requirement is reduced to allow 
more time for option papers and research 
for your dissertation.

What are tutors looking for?
The attributes tutors are looking for in 
applicants include:
• �keenness
• �an ability to see things in context and 

make connections
• �readiness to modify ideas in the light of 

evidence
• �the capacity to form and express a 

personal point of view. 
At interview, tutors will not expect you to 
have any specific prior knowledge of the 
subject. You will be asked questions 
designed to help you demonstrate the 
above attributes.  
ox.ac.uk/criteria

HumSci CAREERS
Recent graduates have found 
opportunities in fields including public 
health, medicine, conservation, the Civil 
Service, social policy, the charity sector, 
teaching, the media, the law and industry.

Alison currently works as the Principal 
Scientist in HIV epidemiology within 
Public Health England. She says: ‘My 
undergraduate degree in Human Sciences 
was excellent preparation for my career. 
The field of HIV is multifaceted, which 
means we not only measure the 
prevalence and incidence of HIV but also 
seek to understand the complexities of 
sexual behaviour and the political and 
social context of HIV. Human Sciences 
gave me a solid grounding in statistical 
methods and biological and social 
sciences. Specifically, the cross-
disciplinary ethos of the course taught 
me the importance of collaboration with 

Human Sciences BA 3 years

UCAS code: BCL0
Entrance requirements
A-levels: AAA
Advanced Highers: AA/AAB
IB: 38 (including core points) with 
666 at HL
Or any other equivalent
Biology or Mathematics to A-level, 
Advanced Higher, Higher Level in the IB or 
any other equivalent can be helpful to 
students in completing this course, although 
they are not required for admission.
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 57%
Successful: 17%
Intake: 30
How to apply
  � Tests: TSA. For test date and 

registration details: ox.ac.uk/tsa
 � Written work: none required

Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding

 

94

http://ox.ac.uk/tests
http://ox.ac.uk/funding
http://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/courses/selection-criteria


FROM A HUMSCI
STUDENTacademics and advocates with a wide 

range of expertise, and the need to 
interpret data within a social, human 
context.’

Graduate Vanessa produced the series 
Frozen Planet. She has worked as a 
producer/director on a variety of wildlife 
series including Wildlife on One, The 
Natural World, Life of Mammals and 
Planet Earth. She also co-wrote the book 
accompanying Frozen Planet and has 
contributed to a number of academic 
books including The Biology of Religion, 
as well as magazines on various wildlife 
and conservation subjects. Several 
scientific papers have also been 
published on the basis of exceptional 
behavioural footage taken on films she 
has produced.

CUTTING EDGE      
HUMAN SCIENCES     
From the nature of evil to apes 
with a GSOH, find out what 
Oxford’s Human Scientists are 
up to by following us on Twitter 
@Oxford_HumSci.

year 1 year 2 year 3

Courses 
Five compulsory 
courses are taken:
	· The biology of 

organisms including 
humans

	· Genetics and 
evolution

	· Society, culture and 
environment

	· Sociology and 
demography

	· Quantitative 
methods for the 
human sciences

Courses 
Five courses are taken:
	· Behaviour and its evolution
	· Human genetics and 

evolution
	· Human ecology
	· Demography and population
	· Either Anthropological 

analysis and interpretation 
or Sociological theory

Courses 
	· Dissertation to be completed by the beginning of the 

final term
	· Option courses (two chosen) from a list that may vary 

slightly depending on teaching availability: Anthropology 
of a selected region (for example Africa, Japan, Lowland 
South America, South Asia); Biological conservation; 
Evolutionary medicine and public health; Gender and 
sexuality: Cross-cultural perspectives; General 
linguistics; Health and disease; Language and social 
anthropology; Medical anthropology; Physical and 
forensic anthropology: An introduction to human 
skeletal remains; Primatology and evolution; 
Quantitative methods; Social policy; South and southern 
Africa; plus a range of psychology options

The options listed above are illustrative and may change. 
More information about current options is available on the 
course website (details above).

Assessment 
First University 
examinations:  
five written papers; 
satisfactory practical 
record

Assessment 
The Human ecology course is 
assessed by an extended essay 
written in the final term of the 
second year and a presentation 
given in the first term of the 
Year 3.

Assessment 
Final University examinations: currently six written papers; 
a dissertation; extended essay and presentation (see 
under Year 2)

 

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/ughumsci

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Course details:
www.ihs.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 274702
admissions@ihs.ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer this 
course? See page 144

MORE ABOUT

In my first term I have studied 
human geography, anthropology, 
maths, physiology, genetics and 
evolution! That’s what I love about 
Human Sciences – it covers so 
many different areas and subjects. 
It’s interesting to develop an 
understanding of humans as both 
social and biological creatures 
by seeing how everything fits 
together. � MAIJA-ELIINA 

95

http://ox.ac.uk/ughumsci
http://ox.ac.uk/opendays
http://www.ihs.ox.ac.uk
mailto:admissions@ihs.ox.ac.uk


 

Studying law will not only give you the 
opportunity to qualify as a solicitor or 
barrister; it will also help you develop a 
diverse set of skills that you will be able 
to apply in many different situations. You 
will learn to assimilate and analyse 
complex information, construct 
arguments, write with precision and 
clarity and think on your feet.

The Oxford Law degree aims to develop 
all these skills, but its particular strength is 
in teaching you to think for yourself. 
Students are expected to read a good 
deal, mostly from primary sources, and to 
develop views not simply about what the 
law is, but also about why it is so, whether 
it should be so, and how it might be 
different.

There are two Law courses at Oxford: 
Course I is a three-year course; Course II 
is a four-year course that follows the 
same syllabus, but with a third year abroad 
at a university in France, Germany, Italy or 
Spain (studying French, German, Italian or 
Spanish law), or in the Netherlands 
(studying European and International law). 
Students on Course II (Law with Law 
Studies in Europe) gain additional skills 
through exposure to different legal 
systems and the different approaches to 
teaching practised by our European 

partner institutions. 
Students who have graduated in other 

subjects may undertake the accelerated 
‘Senior Status’ version of Course I. For 
more information, please refer to  
www.law.ox.ac.uk 

A typical week
You will be studying between one and two 
subjects at any one time (or up to three 
subjects in your third year), so in any 
given week you are likely to have one to 
two tutorials of an hour each (in a group 
of two to four students) and be asked to 
write an essay for each tutorial. Lectures 
are often regarded as an optional extra, 
with the tutorial system being our core 
form of teaching. On average, most 
students will go to two to three hours of 
lectures (or seminars for third-year 
options) each week. Most of your 
working time (we anticipate the workload 
is 45 hours per week) will be devoted to 
reading, thinking and writing your essays 
in preparation for the tutorial.

What are tutors looking for?
Academic achievement, reasoning ability, 
good communication skills both on paper 
and verbally, a capacity for hard work, 
and an interest in Law.  
ox.ac.uk/criteria

LAW CAREERS
While there is no assumption that our 
Law graduates pursue a legal career, 
around 75% of Oxford Law graduates do 
go on to the legal profession. Although 
Oxford Law graduates gain a BA in 
Jurisprudence rather than an LLB, each of 
the Oxford Law courses counts as a 
qualifying law degree, so Oxford Law 
graduates can immediately go on to the 
Legal Practice Course (for solicitors) or 
the Bar Professional Training Course (for 

Law (Jurisprudence) BA 3 years (equivalent to LLB); 
				  

UCAS codes: see table
Entrance requirements
A-levels: AAA
Advanced Highers: AAB, or AA plus 
an additional Higher at grade A
IB: 38 (including core points) with at 
least 666 at HL
Or any other equivalent
We accept any subjects at A-level except 
General Studies. To study in France, 
Germany or Spain candidates would be 
expected to have the relevant modern 
language to A-level, Advanced Higher, 
Higher Level in the IB or any other 
equivalent. To study in Italy, candidates 
may be admitted without A-level Italian, 
though they would be expected to 
demonstrate sufficient language aptitude 
to be able to achieve the standard required 
to study successfully in Italy during the 
year abroad. Intensive language training will 
be offered during the first two years of the 
course.
3-year average (2017–19)
Law: 
Interviewed: 39%
Successful: 12%
Intake: 191
Law with Law Studies in Europe:
Interviewed: 33%
Successful: 10%
Intake: 30
How to apply
  � Tests: LNAT. For test dates and 

registration details:  
ox.ac.uk/lnat

  Written work: none required
Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding
The year abroad has lower fees and 
may have extra funding:  
ox.ac.uk/erasmus.  
Some costs related to year abroad 
activity may be subject to some 
variation as arrangements relating to 
the UK’s decision to leave the EU are 
progressed. For further information 
about additional costs on the year 
abroad see: ox.ac.uk/uglaw.

Course options
Course I: Law (Jurisprudence)� M100
Course II: Law with Law Studies in Europe:

Law with European Law � M190
Law with French Law� M191
Law with German Law � M192
Law with Italian Law� M193
Law with Spanish Law� M194

Applicants for Law with Law studies in Europe may 
instead be offered a place on the three-year Law 
programme.

Please note the arrangements for and content of the 
courses may be subject to change as a consequence of 
the UK’s departure from the EU. 

4-year course option includes a year studying abroad
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barristers).
Many Oxford Law graduates go on to 

successful careers practising law outside 
England and Wales. The Oxford Law courses 
naturally focus on English law, but the 
fundamental principles of English common  
law play a key role in other jurisdictions. 
Graduates of the four-year course also gain 
important international knowledge during  
their year abroad. If you want to know the 
status of an English law degree in another 
jurisdiction, please contact the relevant  
local regulatory body.

Victoria is a trainee with Linklaters. She says: 
‘Studying Law at Oxford was about so much 
more than just learning and applying the law. I 
learnt to consider its history, and the social and 
political context within which it now operates. 
Throughout, I was challenged to critically 
assess what I was learning and its broader 
context, and to develop my own opinions.’ 

year 1 (terms 1 and 2) year 1 (term 3), years 2 and 3 (and 4) 

Courses 
	· Criminal law
	· Constitutional law
	· A Roman introduction to private 

law
	· Research skills and mooting 

programme
For those on Course II, there are 
also French/German/Italian/
Spanish law and language classes 
during the first six terms, or for 
those going to the Netherlands, 
introductory Dutch language 
courses in the second year.

Courses 
	· Tort law
	· Contract law
	· Trusts
	· Land law
	· Administrative law
	· European Union law
	· Jurisprudence
	· Two optional subjects, chosen from a very wide range of options

Course II: Year 3 is spent abroad. There is a chance that the UK’s exit from the 
EU may impact on the availability of and/or the funding for the year abroad in 
Course II. In the very unlikely event that the year abroad is not possible, those 
affected would be transferred to Course I. 

A full list of current options is available on the course website (details above).

Assessment 
First University examinations:  
three written papers, one each in 
Criminal law, Constitutional law 
and a Roman introduction to 
private law

Assessment 
Final University examinations: 
	· Tort law, Contract law, Trusts, Land law, Administrative law, European law: 

one written paper each at the end of the final year
	· Jurisprudence: one shorter written paper at the end of the final year, plus an 

essay written in the summer vacation at the end of the second year
	· Two optional subjects: normally written papers but methods of assessment 

may vary
Course II students will also be assessed during their year abroad by the 
university they attend

Please see 
ox.ac.uk/erasmus
for up-to-date details 		
of Erasmus opportunities 
for this course.

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/uglaw

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and  
18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Law Open Days:
16, 17 and 18 March 2020 
– booking required through 
your school
www.law.ox.ac.uk

Course details:
www.law.ox.ac.uk/
undergraduate
+44 (0) 1865 271491
lawfac@law.ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer this 
course? See page 144

MORE ABOUT
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Materials Science MEng 4 years

Materials Science is an interdisciplinary 
subject, spanning the physics and 
chemistry of matter, engineering 
applications and industrial manufacturing 
processes.

Modern society is heavily dependent 
on advanced materials, for example, 
lightweight composites for faster vehicles, 
optical fibres for telecommunications and 
silicon microchips for the information 
revolution. Materials scientists study the 
relationships between the structure and 
properties of a material and how it is 
made. They also develop new materials 
and devise processes for manufacturing 
them. Materials science is vital for 
developments in nanotechnology, 
quantum computing, batteries and 
nuclear fusion, as well as medical 
technologies such as bone  
replacement materials.

This diverse programme spans the 
subject from its foundations in physics 
and chemistry to the mechanical, 
electrical, magnetic and optical properties 
of materials, and the design, manufacture 
and applications of metals, alloys, 
ceramics, polymers, composites and 
biomaterials. This work is supported by 
excellent laboratory and teaching facilities.

The programme also offers an 
opportunity to develop an introductory 
understanding of entrepreneurship 
(learning how to write a business plan, 
raise capital and start a company).  
There are also voluntary options to  
learn a foreign language (page 5).

The Oxford Materials degree includes 
in its fourth year the special feature of an 
eight-month full-time research project, 
where you will join a research team either 
here at Oxford in one of the strongest 
departments of materials in the UK or, 
occasionally, at an overseas university or 
in an industrial laboratory (additional costs 

may be associated with a project outside 
Oxford). You will learn how to break down 
a complex problem, design an experiment 
or model, manage a project and 
communicate your results. These research 
skills are transferable to many career 
paths and are valued highly by employers. 

Work placements/international 
opportunities
Students are encouraged to undertake a 
voluntary summer project in industry or a 
research laboratory. Recent locations for 
overseas summer projects have included 
Beijing, Zhejiang, Shanghai, Tokyo, Bochum, 
Krakow, Santa Barbara and Boston.

A voluntary industrial tour to an overseas 
destination is organised in most Easter 
holidays. Recent destinations include 
Singapore, Sweden, France and China.

A typical week
During Years 1 and 2, your work will be 
divided between lectures (about ten a 
week), tutorials/classes (about two a 
week) and practicals (two or three 
afternoons a week). Typically the work in 
preparation for each tutorial or class will 
be expected to take six to eight hours. 
Year 3 starts with a two-week team 
design project, and about eight lectures 
and two classes/tutorials a week for the 
first two terms, while most of the third 
term is set aside for revision. Year 4 
consists of a supervised research project 
spanning three extended terms.

What are tutors looking for?
At interview, tutors are aware that 
students may not have encountered 
Materials Science at school or college. 
Tutors look for an ability to apply logical 
reasoning to problems in physical science, 
and an enthusiasm for thinking about new 
concepts in science and engineering. 
ox.ac.uk/criteria

UCAS code: FJ22
Entrance requirements
A-levels: A*AA (including 
Mathematics and Physics, with an A* 
in either Mathematics, Physics or 
Chemistry)
Advanced Highers: AA/AAB (with 
AA in Mathematics and Physics)
IB: 40 (including core points) with 
766 at HL (including Mathematics 
and Physics, with 7 at HL in either 
Mathematics, Physics or Chemistry)
Or any other equivalent
GCSE-level Chemistry, or an equivalent, is 
also required. It is highly desirable to have 
Chemistry to A-level or equivalent, and if it 
is not studied to this level it is strongly 
recommended that it is studied to AS-level 
or equivalent. Further Mathematics (FM) 
can be helpful to students completing this 
degree programme but is not required for 
admission. For candidates studying Maths, 
Physics, Chemistry and FM to A-level, 
normally our conditional offer will require 
A*AA in the first three (the A* in any of 
these) and an expectation that you continue 
to study FM; an analogous offer will apply if 
instead of FM you are studying a different 
A-level in addition to the first three.  
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 73%
Successful: 24%
Intake: 39
How to apply
  � Tests: PAT. For test date and 

registration details:  
ox.ac.uk/pat

  Written work: none required
Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding 
Additional costs
Students in Year 4 undertake full-
time research over three extended 
terms of 11–13 weeks each (37 
weeks in total), meaning that living 
costs are higher in the final year. 
If you are able to remain in Oxford for 
an additional week at the end of each 
term in one or both of Years 1 and 2, 
then a wider range of foreign 
language options is accessible. This 
would increase your living costs.
ox.ac.uk/ugmatsci
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MatSci CAREERS
Many of our graduates apply their technical 
knowledge in the manufacturing industry, 
both in management and in research and 
development positions. Others enter the 
financial, consultancy and IT sectors. A 
significant proportion of graduates 
undertake research degrees in universities 
in the UK and abroad.

Katherine says: ‘After leaving university  
I started work for Rolls-Royce (on 
aeroplanes, boats and power stations) as a 
graduate engineer, moving engineering roles 
within the company and around the globe 
every three months.’

year 1 year 2 year 3 year 4 

Courses 
	· Physical 

foundations of 
materials

	· Structure and 
mechanical 
properties of 
materials

	· Transforming 
materials

	· Mathematics for 
materials science

	· Computing for 
materials science 
(MATLAB)

	· Crystallography
	· Practical work
	· Foreign language 

(optional)

Courses 
	· Structure and 

transformation of materials
	· Electronic properties of 

materials
	· Mechanical properties
	· Engineering applications of 

materials
	· Foreign language (optional)
	· Supplementary subject 

(optional)
	· Mathematics
	· Practical work
	· Industrial visits
	· Entrepreneurship module
	· Industrial talks
	· Communication skills

Courses 
	· Materials options courses 1
	· Materials options courses 2
	· Team design project
	· Characterisation of materials 

or Materials modelling module 
Examples of current options 
courses are available on the 
course website (details above).

At the start of Year 3 it is possible 
to transfer to a 3-year BA degree 
in Materials Science, graduating at 
the end of Year 3. See essential 
further information about this on 
the course website (details 
above). The BA is not accredited.

Research 
Research project  �
(full-time)
Additional elements include 
Project management,  
Ethics and sustainability, 
Presentation skills and an 
optional foreign language 
course. Students are required 
to achieve 50% minimum in 
the Part I assessment in 
order to progress to Part II.

Examples of project titles 
are available on the course 
website (details above).

Assessment 
First University 
examinations: four 
written papers; 
continual assessment 
components 
equivalent to a fifth 
paper

Assessment 
Final University examinations, 
Part I: six written papers; 
continual assessment 
components equivalent to a 
further two papers

Assessment 
Final University 
examinations, Part II 
(equivalent to four papers): 
project dissertation 
submitted and assessed; 
oral examination of project 
dissertation

For important additional detail on course content, progression and assessment, please visit the course details webpages (see above). 
The programme outline above is for illustrative purposes and details may change from time to time. 

MATERIALS      
RESEARCH     
The final year of this 
course is a full-time eight-
month research project.       

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/ugmatsci

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Materials Science Open Days
18 and 19 February and  
31 March 2020 – booking required: 
schools.liaison@materials.ox.ac.uk

Course details:
www.materials.ox.ac.uk/admissions/
undergraduate
+44 (0) 1865 273682
undergraduate.admissions@materials.ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer this course? See 
page 144

MORE ABOUT

ACCREDITATION
The MEng degree is 
accredited by the Institute 
of Materials, Minerals and 
Mining (IOM3) on behalf of 
the UK Engineering Council, 
towards the achievement of 
Chartered Engineer status.

Years 2 and 3 are currently under review – see the course details webpages for the latest information.
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Mathematicians have always been 
fascinated by numbers. One of the most 
famous problems is Fermat’s Last 
Theorem: if n≥3, the equation xn+yn=zn 
has no solutions with x, y, z all nonzero 
integers. An older problem is to show that 
one cannot construct a line of length 3√2 
with ruler and compass, starting with a 
unit length. 

Often the solution to a problem will 
require you to think outside its original 
framing. This is true here, and while you 
will see the second problem solved in 
your course, the first is far too deep and 
was famously solved by Andrew Wiles.

In applied mathematics, we use 
mathematics to explain phenomena that 
occur in the real world. You can learn how 
a leopard gets its spots, explore quantum 
theory and relativity, or study the 
mathematics of stock markets.

We will encourage you to ask questions 
and find solutions for yourself. We will 
begin by teaching you careful definitions 
so that you can construct theorems and 
proofs. Above all, mathematics is a logical 
subject, and you will need to think 
mathematically, arguing clearly and 
concisely as you solve problems. For 
some of you, this way of thinking or 
solving problems will be your goal.  
Others will want to see what else can  
be discovered. Either way, it is a subject 
to be enjoyed.

There are two Mathematics degrees: 
the three-year BA and the four-year 
MMath. Decisions regarding continuation 
to the fourth year do not have to be 
made until the third year. The first year 
consists of core courses in pure and 
applied mathematics (including statistics). 
Options start in the second year, with the 
third and fourth years offering a large 
variety of courses, including options  
from outside mathematics.

A typical week
Years 1 and 2: 
• �Around ten lectures and two to three 

tutorials or classes a week
• �Additional practicals in computing (first 

year) and numerical analysis (if taken).
Years 3 and 4:
• �Six to ten lectures and two to four 

classes each week, depending on 
options taken

• �Compulsory dissertation in the fourth 
year.

What are tutors looking for?
Tutors are looking for a candidate’s 
potential to succeed on the course. We 
recommend that candidates challenge 
themselves with mathematics beyond 
their curriculum, question their own 
understanding, and take advantage of 
any available extension material. 
Ultimately, we are most interested in a 
candidate’s potential to think 
imaginatively, deeply and in a structured 
manner about the patterns of 
mathematics. ox.ac.uk/criteria

Maths CAREERS
Quantitative skills are highly valued,  
and this degree prepares students  
for employment in a wide variety of 
occupations in the public and private 
sectors. Around 30% of our graduates  
go on to further study, but for those  
who go into a profession, typical careers 
include finance, consultancy and IT.

Nathan, an engineer, says: ‘During my 
degree I developed my ability to solve 
complex problems – a fundamental skill 
set to tackle challenges I encounter on  
a day-to-day basis as an engineer. The 
application of mathematics in engineering 
and manufacturing is ever increasing, 
meaning there will be more and more 
opportunities to find interesting roles  
in which I can apply my skills.’

Mathematics BA 3 years or MMath 4 years

UCAS code: G100
Entrance requirements
A-levels: A*A*A with the A*s in 
Mathematics and Further 
Mathematics (if taken). For those for 
whom A-level Further Mathematics 
is not available: either A*AAa with A* 
in Mathematics and a in AS-level 
Further Mathematics or A*AA with 
A* in Mathematics.
Advanced Highers: AA/AAB
IB: 39 (including core points) with 
766 at HL
Or any other equivalent
Candidates are expected to have 
Mathematics to A-level (A* grade), 
Advanced Higher (A grade), Higher Level in 
the IB (score 7) or another equivalent. 
Further Mathematics is highly 
recommended. Please see the 
Requirements tab for Mathematics at 	
ox.ac.uk/ugmaths for further information.
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 38%
Successful: 12%
Intake: 182
How to apply
  � Tests: MAT. For test date and 

registration details: 
ox.ac.uk/mat

  Written work: none required
Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding 

 

100

http://ox.ac.uk/ugmaths
http://ox.ac.uk/tests
http://ox.ac.uk/funding
http://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/courses/selection-criteria


Andrew Wiles 
building     
The home of Mathematics 
in Oxford since 2013; 
see more at: 
www.maths.ox.ac.uk

year 1 year 2 years 3 and 4

Courses 
Compulsory Year 1 
includes:
	· Algebra
	· Analysis
	· Probability and 

statistics
	· Geometry and 

dynamics
	· Multivariate calculus 

and mathematical 
models

Courses 
Compulsory core of Algebra, 
Complex analysis, Metric 
spaces, Differential equations

Selection from topics 
including: Algebra; Number 
theory; Analysis; Applied 
analysis; Geometry; 
Topology; Fluid dynamics; 
Probability; Statistics; 
Numerical analysis; Graph 
theory; Special relativity; 
Quantum theory

Courses 
Large variety, ranging across: Algebra; Applied and 
numerical analysis; Algebraic and differential geometry; 
Algebraic and analytic topology; Logic and set theory; 
Number theory; Applied probability; Statistics; Theoretical 
and statistical mechanics; Mathematical physics; 
Mathematical biology; Mathematical geoscience; 
Networks; Combinatorics; Information theory; Actuarial 
mathematics; Undergraduate ambassadors scheme; 
Mathematical philosophy; Computer Science options; 
History of mathematics

A dissertation in Year 4 is compulsory

The options listed above are illustrative and may change. A full list of current options is 
available on the course website (details above).

Assessment 
First University 
examinations: five 
compulsory papers
Computational 
mathematics projects

Assessment 
Final University examinations, 
Part A: three core papers and 
six or seven optional papers

Assessment 
Year 3: Final University Examinations, Part B: eight papers 
or equivalent
Year 4: Final University Examinations, Part C: eight, nine 
or ten papers or equivalent, including a compulsory 
dissertation
Classification on Parts A and B: currently a 2:1 over  
Parts A and B combined, as well as a 2:1 in Part B alone, 
is required to progress to Part C

 
MMathPhys year 4

The Mathematics and Physics Departments jointly offer an integrated master’s level course in Mathematical and 
Theoretical Physics. Mathematics students are able to apply for transfer to a fourth year studying entirely 
mathematical and theoretical physics, completing their degree with an MMathPhys. The course offers research-level 
training in: Particle physics, Condensed matter physics, Astrophysics, Plasma physics and Continuous media. 
mmathphys.physics.ox.ac.uk

 

Course details:
www.maths.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 615205
undergraduate.admissions@maths.ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer this course?  
See page 144

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/ugmaths

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Mathematics Open Days:
25 April and 2 May 2020  – booking 
required
www.maths.ox.ac.uk/open-days

MORE ABOUT

MATHEMATICAL 
SCIENCES RANKED BEST 
OVERALL IN THE UK

in the most recent (2014) 
Research Excellence 
Framework.
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Mathematics and Computer Science �BA 3 years or MMathCompSci 4 years

This joint degree offers the opportunity to 
combine an appreciation of mathematical 
reasoning with an understanding of 
computing. Mathematics is a fundamental 
intellectual tool in computing, but 
computing is increasingly used as a key 
component in mathematical problem-
solving.

The course concentrates on areas 
where mathematics and computing are 
most relevant to each other, emphasising 
the bridges between theory and practice. 
It offers opportunities for potential 
computer scientists both to develop a 
deeper understanding of the mathematical 
foundations of their subject, and to 
acquire a familiarity with the mathematics 
of application areas where computers can 
solve otherwise intractable problems. It 
also gives mathematicians access to both 
a practical understanding of the use of 
computers and a deeper understanding  
of the limits on the use of computers in 
their own subject.

The first year and part of the second 
year of the course are spent acquiring a 
firm grounding in the core topics from 
both subjects; students are then free to 
choose options from a wide range of 
mathematics and computer science 
subjects. In the second year, students  
take part in a group design practical,  
which may be sponsored by industry.

Course structure
Mathematics and Computer Science can 
be studied for three years, leading to the 
award of a BA degree, or for four years, 
leading to the award of Master of 
Mathematics and Computer Science.  

The fourth year of the Mathematics and 
Computer Science degree provides the 
opportunity to study advanced topics  
and undertake a more in-depth research 
project. Students do not need to choose 
between the three-year and four-year 
options when applying; all students apply 
for the four-year course, and then decide 
at the start of the third year whether they 
wish to continue to the fourth year (which 
is subject to achieving a 2:1 at the end of 
the third year). 

A typical week
The typical week for a student in 
Mathematics and Computer Science is 
similar to that for Computer Science 
(see page 60) or Mathematics (see 
page 100).

What are tutors looking for?
The most important qualities we are 
looking for are strong mathematical 
ability, the capability to think and work 
independently, the capacity to absorb  
and use new ideas, and a great deal of 
enthusiasm. We use this set of criteria 
and the result of the Mathematics 
Admissions Test (MAT) to decide whom 
to invite for interview.

At the interview we will explore 	
how you tackle unfamiliar problems 	
and new ideas. We are more interested 	
in how you approach problem-solving 
than whether you can get straight to 	
a solution.

We do not require any previous  
formal qualification in computing, but  
we do expect you to demonstrate a  
real interest in the subject. 
ox.ac.uk/criteria

UCAS code: GG14
Entrance requirements
A-levels: A*AA. If Further 
Mathematics is taken, then including 
A*A between Mathematics and 
Further Mathematics; otherwise 
including A* in Mathematics
Advanced Highers: AA/AAB
IB: 39 (including core points) with 
766 at HL
Or any other equivalent
Candidates are expected to have 
Mathematics to A-level (A or A* grade), 
Advanced Higher (A grade), Higher Level 	
in the IB (score 7) or another equivalent. If 
Further Mathematics is taken to AS-level 
only, we require grade A in it. Further 
Mathematics is highly recommended.
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 31%
Successful: 11%
Intake: 40  
How to apply
  � Tests: MAT. For test date and 

registration details: 
ox.ac.uk/mat

  Written work: none required
Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding 
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MCS CAREERS
This course gives training in logical 
thought and expression, and is a good 
preparation for many careers. About 
30% of Mathematics and Computer 
Science graduates tend to go on to 
further study. Other recent graduates 
have secured positions as software  
and hardware professionals, in 
research and in finance and 
investment analysis, and include a 
product controller for an international 
bank, an actuarial consultant and an 
accountant.

year 1 year 2 year 3 year 4

Courses 
	· Core Mathematics 

(50%)
	– Analysis
	– Continuous maths
	– �Groups and group 
actions

	– �Introduction to 
complex numbers

	– �Introduction to 
university maths

	– Linear algebra
	– Probability

	· Core Computer 
Science (50%)

	– �Design and analysis  
of algorithms

	– �Ethics and 
responsible 
innovation

	– �Functional 
programming

	– �Imperative 
programming

Courses 
	· Core Computer 

Science (25%)
	– Algorithms
	– �Models of 
computation

	– �Group design 
practical

	· Core Mathematics 
(30%) 

	– Linear algebra
	– Complex analysis
	– Metric spaces

	· Options in 
Mathematics (20%)

	· Options in Computer 
Science (25%)

Courses 
	· Mathematics

Options including:
	– Number theory
	– �Communication 
theory

	· Computer Science
Options including:

	– Computer security
	– Machine learning
	– �Computational 
complexity

	– �Lambda calculus and 
types

Research 
	· Mathematics

Advanced options including:
	– Model theory
	– Category theory
	– Lie groups
	– �Probabilistic combinatorics

	· Computer Science
Advanced options including:

	– �Advanced topics in 
machine learning

	– �Computational game 
theory

	– �Computational learning 
theory

	– �Automata, logic and 
games

	– �Quantum computer 
science

	– �Concurrent algorithms and 
data structures 

	– Advanced security

The courses listed above are illustrative and may change. A full list of current options is 
available on the course websites (details above).

Assessment 
Five exam papers

Assessment 
Six exam papers (two 
Computer Science and 
four Mathematics)

Assessment 
Up to ten exam papers

Assessment 
Written or take-home exams 
plus a dissertation or project 
report. Currently a 2:1 is 
required to continue to Year 4.

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/ugmcs

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and  
18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Mathematics Open Days:
25 April and 2 May 2020 – 
booking required
www.maths.ox.ac.uk/
open-days

Course details:
www.maths.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 615205
undergraduate.admissions@maths.ox.ac.uk

www.cs.ox.ac.uk/ugadmissions
+44 (0) 1865 273821 / 283507
undergraduate.admissions@cs.ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer this course? 
See page 144

MORE ABOUT

MATHEMATICAL 
SCIENCES RANKED BEST 
OVERALL IN THE UK

in the most recent (2014) 
Research Excellence 
Framework.
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This course brings together two of the 
most fundamental and widely-applicable 
intellectual skills. Mathematical knowledge 
and the ability to use it is the most 
important means of tackling quantifiable 
problems, while philosophical training 
enhances the ability to analyse issues, 
question received assumptions and clearly 
articulate understanding. The combination 
provides a powerful background from 
which to proceed to graduate study  
in either mathematics or philosophy  
or to pursue a diverse range of careers. 

Historically, there have been strong links 
between mathematics and philosophy; 
logic, an important branch of both 
subjects, provides a natural bridge 
between the two, as does the Philosophy 
of mathematics module. The degree is 
founded on the belief that the parallel 
study of these related disciplines can 
significantly enhance your understanding 
of each.

The Philosophy Faculty is the largest in 
the UK, and one of the largest in the 
world, with more than 70 full-time 
members and admitting around 450 
undergraduates annually to read the 
various degrees involving philosophy. 
Many faculty members have a worldwide 
reputation, and the faculty has the highest 
research ratings of any philosophy 
department in the UK. The Philosophy 
Library is among the best in the country. 
The large number of undergraduates and 
graduates reading philosophy with a 
variety of other disciplines affords the 
opportunity to participate in a diverse  
and lively philosophical community.

In turn the Mathematics Department, 
housed in the Andrew Wiles Building, is 
also one of the largest and best in the UK 
and contains many world-class research 
groups. This is reflected in the wide choice 
of mathematics topics available to you, 
especially in the fourth year.

The course
There are two Mathematics and Philosophy 
degrees: the three-year BA and the four-
year MMathPhil. Decisions regarding 
continuation to the fourth year do not 
have to be made until the third year.

The mathematics units in this joint 
course are all from the single-subject 
Mathematics course. Accordingly the 
standard in mathematics for admission 	
to the joint course is the same as for 
admission to the single-subject 
Mathematics course.

The compulsory core mathematics  
for the joint course consists mainly of the 
pure (as opposed to applied) mathematics 
from the compulsory core for the single-
subject Mathematics course. The 
philosophy units for the Mathematics and 
Philosophy course are mostly shared with 
the other courses with philosophy.

In the first year, all parts of the course 
are compulsory. In the second and third 
years some subjects are compulsory, 
consisting of core mathematics and 
philosophy and bridge papers on 
Philosophy of mathematics and on 
Foundations (Logic and Set theory), but 
you also choose options. In the fourth 
year there are no compulsory subjects, 
and you can do all mathematics, all 
philosophy, or a combination of the two. 

A typical week
• ��Years 1 and 2: up to ten lectures a 

week, two to three tutorials a week
• ��Years 3 and 4: up to eight lectures a 

week. Equivalent of eight units taken 
each year. Weekly tutorials per 
philosophy subject. Fortnightly  
classes per mathematics unit. 

Mathematics and Philosophy  BA 3 years or MMathPhil 4 years

UCAS code: GV15
Entrance requirements
A-levels: A*A*A with the A*s in 
Mathematics and Further 
Mathematics (if taken). For those for 
whom A-level Further Mathematics 
is not available: either A*AAa with A* 
in Mathematics and a in AS-level 
Further Mathematics or A*AA with 
A* in Mathematics
Advanced Highers: AA/AAB
IB: 39 (including core points) with 
766 at HL
Or any other equivalent
Candidates are expected to have 
Mathematics to A-level (A* grade), 
Advanced Higher (A grade), Higher Level 
in the IB (score 7) or another equivalent. 
Further Mathematics is highly 
recommended.
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 42%
Successful: 12%
Intake: 16
How to apply
  � Tests: MAT. For test date and 

registration details: 
ox.ac.uk/mat

  Written work: none required
Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding 
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What are tutors looking for?
During the interview for philosophy you will 
be given the opportunity to show a critical 
and analytical approach to abstract questions 
and the ability to defend a viewpoint by 
reasoned argument. In mathematics you 
may find yourself asked to look at problems 
of a type that you have never seen before. 
Don’t worry, we will help you! We want to 
see if you can respond to suggestions as to 
how to tackle new things, rather than find 
out simply what you have been taught. 
ox.ac.uk/criteria

M&P CAREERS
Graduates secure positions in diverse areas 
such as software development, teaching, 
research, the public sector including the Civil 
and Diplomatic Services, and journalism 
both in the UK and abroad. Around 30% of 
graduates go on to further academic study.

Katherine currently works for the  
Bodleian Libraries. She found that the logical 
problem-solving skills and attention to detail 

she gained from studying mathematics 
came in useful when tackling new technical 
challenges in her work and while she 
completed a graduate degree. The 
experience of studying both subjects so 
intensely, and having to pick up and apply 
new knowledge quickly, gave her the 
confidence to work with new subject areas, 
including legal and medical research libraries.

year 1 years 2 and 3 year 4

Courses 
	· Mathematics

	– Algebra
	– Analysis
	– �Calculus and 
probability

	· Philosophy
	– �Elements of 
deductive logic

	– �General 
philosophy

	– �Frege, 
Foundations of 
Arithmetic

Courses 
	· Mathematics

	– �Core pure mathematics (Algebra, Metric 
spaces, Complex analysis)

	– Foundations (Set theory, Logic)
	– Intermediate mathematics options

	· Philosophy
	– �Knowledge and reality or Early modern 
philosophy

	– Philosophy of mathematics
	– Further philosophy papers

Courses 
	· �Mathematics 

Advanced options including:
	– Axiomatic set theory
	– Elliptic curves
	– �Gödel’s incompleteness theorems
	– Infinite groups
	– Model theory
	– �Stochastic differential equations
	– �Optional mathematics dissertation

	· Philosophy
	– Advanced options in philosophy
	– Optional philosophy thesis

The options listed above are illustrative and may change. A full list of current options is available on the course websites 
(details above).

Assessment 
First University 
examinations;  
five compulsory 
written papers

Assessment 
Final University examinations, Part A (Year 2): two 
written papers on pure mathematics core and two 
written papers on mathematics options
Final University examinations, Part B (Year 3): four 
90-minute exams in mathematics and three three-
hour papers in philosophy and either two further 
90-minute mathematics exams or one further 
three-hour philosophy paper (or the equivalent)

Assessment 
Final University Examinations, Part C: 
philosophy subjects include a  5000-word 
essay. Students study three philosophy 
subjects or eight mathematics units, or a 
mixture of the two disciplines. A 2:1 is 
currently required to progress to Part C.

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/ugmp

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and  
18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Mathematics Open Days:
25 April and 2 May 2020  – 
booking required
www.maths.ox.ac.uk/
open-days

Course details:
www.maths.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 615205
undergraduate.admissions@maths.ox.ac.uk

www.philosophy.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 276926
enquiries@philosophy.ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer this course? 
See page 144

MORE ABOUT

MATHEMATICAL 
SCIENCES AND 
PHILOSOPHY 
RANKED BEST 
OVERALL IN THE UK

in the most recent 
(2014) Research 
Excellence Framework.
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All over the world, human beings create an 
immense and ever-increasing volume of 
data, with new kinds of data regularly 
emerging from science and industry. A 
new understanding of the value of these 
data to society has emerged, and with it, 
a new and leading role for statistics. In 
order to produce sensible theories and 
draw accurate conclusions from data, 
cutting-edge statistical methods are 
needed. These methods use advanced 
mathematical ideas combined with 
modern computational techniques, which 
require expert knowledge and experience 
to apply. A degree in Mathematics and 
Statistics equips you with the requisite 
skills for developing and implementing 
these methods, and provides a fascinating 
combination of deep and mathematically 
well-grounded method-building and 
wide-ranging applied work with data.

The Department of Statistics at Oxford 
is an exciting and dynamic place to study, 
with teaching and research strengths in a 
wide range of modern areas of statistical 
science. Many of its academic staff work 
in the development of fundamental 
statistical methodology and probability. 
There is a strong new research group 
working on statistical machine learning 
and scalable methods for big data. The 
department’s world-leading team, working 
on population genetics and evolution, 
applied new statistical methods to huge 
genetic data sets to unlock the secrets of 
human genetic variation and disease. 
Other groups work on applied probability, 
network analysis and medical, actuarial 
and financial applications. These interests 
are reflected in the lecture courses 
available to undergraduates in their third 
and fourth years.

Course structure
The first year of this course is identical to 
Mathematics, and the core mathematics 
part of the degree is completed in the 
first term of the second year. You will also 
follow second-year Mathematics courses 
in Probability and Statistics, and the 
remainder of the second year allows for 
some choice of topics in preparation for 
the greater selectivity of the third and 
fourth years. In the first two years it is 
usually straightforward to move between 
the Mathematics course and the 
Mathematics and Statistics course, 
subject to the availability of space on the 
course and to the consent of your college.

There are two Mathematics and 
Statistics degrees: the three-year BA and 
the four-year MMath. Decisions regarding 
continuation to the fourth year do not 
have to be made until the third year. All 
third- and fourth-year mathematical 
topics available in the Mathematics course 
are also available to Mathematics and 
Statistics students. The fourth year is 
naturally more challenging and provides  
an opportunity for more in-depth study, 
including a substantial Statistics project. 

A typical week
The typical week of a student in 
Mathematics and Statistics is similar  
to that for Mathematics:
•	��Years 1 and 2: around ten lectures and 

two to three tutorials or classes a 
week

•	��Years 3 and 4: eight to twelve 
lectures and two to four classes a 
week, depending on options taken.

(Courses involving statistical software 
packages have some lecture hours 
replaced by teaching sessions in labs.)

Mathematics and Statistics BA 3 years or MMath 4 years

UCAS code: GG13
Entrance requirements
A-levels: A*A*A with the A*s in 
Mathematics and Further 
Mathematics (if taken). For those for 
whom A-level Further Mathematics 
is not available: either A*AAa with A* 
in Mathematics and a in AS-level 
Further Mathematics or A*AA with 
A* in Mathematics.
Advanced Highers: AA/AAB
IB: 39 (including core points) with 
766 at HL
Or any other equivalent 
Candidates are expected to have 
Mathematics to A-level (A* grade), 
Advanced Higher (A grade), Higher 
Level in the IB (score 7) or another 
equivalent. Further Mathematics is 
highly recommended. Please see 
ox.ac.uk/ugmaths.
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 27%
Successful: 6%
Intake: 13  
How to apply
  � Tests: MAT. For test date and 

registration details: 
ox.ac.uk/mat

  Written work: none required
Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding

 

106

http://ox.ac.uk/tests
http://ox.ac.uk/funding


What are tutors looking for?
Tutors are looking for a candidate’s 
potential to succeed on the course. We 
recommend that candidates challenge 
themselves with Mathematics beyond 
their curriculum, question their own 
understanding, and take advantage  
of any available extension material. 
Ultimately, we are most interested 
in a candidate’s potential to think 
imaginatively, deeply and in a structured 
manner about the patterns of 
mathematics. 
ox.ac.uk/criteria

M&S CAREERS
In recent years, 96% of Mathematics 
and Statistics graduates were in work 	
or further study six months after 
graduation. The majority have joined  
the insurance and financial services 

professions, but there are a wide range 
of options for graduates whose studies 
have included a substantial amount of 
statistics and applied probability. There is 
great demand for those wishing to work 
in the relatively new area of data science, 
while careers in fields as diverse as 
health, technology, education and 
industry are all possible.

	

year 1 year 2 year 3 year 4 

Courses 
Compulsory Year 1 
includes:
	· Algebra
	· Analysis
	· Probability and statistics
	· Geometry and dynamics
	· Multivariate calculus and 

mathematical models

Courses 
Current core courses:
	· Probability
	· Statistics
	· Algebra and differential 

equations
	· Metric spaces and 

complex analysis
Current options:
	· Simulation and statistical 

programming
	· Selection from a menu 

of other options in 
Mathematics

Courses 
Current options 
include:
	· Applied and 

computational 
statistics

	· Statistical inference
	· Statistical machine 

learning
	· Applied probability
	· Statistical lifetime 

models
	· Actuarial science
	· Wide range of 

other options in 
Mathematics

Courses 
	· Statistics dissertation

Current options include:
	· Stochastic models in 

mathematical genetics
	· Network analysis
	· Advanced statistical machine 

learning
	· Advanced simulation methods
	· Graphical models
	· Bayes methods
	· Computational biology
	· Algorithmic foundations of 

learning
	· Wide range of other options 

in Mathematics

The options listed above are illustrative and may change. A full list of current options is 
available on the course websites (details above).

Assessment 
First University 
examinations: five 
compulsory papers; 
Computational 
mathematics projects

Assessment 
Final University 
examinations, Part A:
five core papers and four 
or five optional papers

Assessment 
Final University 
examinations, Part B:  
the equivalent of 
eight written papers 
including assessed 
practicals

Assessment 
Final University examinations, 
Part C: the equivalent of eight 
written papers. (Currently a 2:1 
in Parts A and B combined, as 
well as a 2:1 in Part B alone, is 
required to progress to Part C.)

 

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/ugms

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Mathematics Open Days:
25 April and 2 May 2020  – booking 
required
www.maths.ox.ac.uk/open-days

Course details:
www.maths.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 615205
undergraduate.admissions@maths.
ox.ac.uk

www.stats.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 282926
undergraduate.admissions@stats.
ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer this 
course? See page 144

MORE ABOUT

MATHEMATICAL 
SCIENCES RANKED BEST 
OVERALL IN THE UK

in the most recent (2014) 
Research Excellence 
Framework.
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The practice of Medicine offers a 
breadth of experiences impossible to 
find in any other subject. Every day 
brings different patients with different 
needs. It’s a great choice for scientists 
who strive to understand and apply 
research findings to improve the lives of 
the patients in their care. It offers a 
meaningful career that is prestigious, 
secure and well paid. However, practising 
Medicine can be arduous, stressful, 
frustrating and bureaucratic and is not 
suited to everyone. You need to be sure 
that Medicine is the right choice for you. 
These pages will help you work that out, 
but there’s no better way to find out for 
sure than by gaining insight into medical 
practice by seeing it in action and talking 
to those who provide healthcare. 
Studying Medicine because that is what 
is expected of you is never a good idea; 
make sure that your motives for 
choosing to do so are well-reasoned.

Medicine BA 3 years or BM BCh 6 years 

UCAS code: A100
Entrance requirements
A-levels: A*AA in three A-levels 
(excluding Critical Thinking and General 
Studies) taken in the same academic year.
Candidates are required to achieve at least a 
grade A in both Chemistry and at least one of 
Biology, Physics, Mathematics or Further 
Mathematics. We expect you to have taken 
and passed any practical component in your 
chosen science subjects.
Advanced Highers: AA 
(taken in the same academic year and to include 
Chemistry, plus one from: Biology, Physics or 
Mathematics)
plus Highers: AAAAA 
(taken in the same academic year)
IB: 39 (including core points) with 766 
at HL
Candidates are required to take Chemistry and 
at least one of Biology, Physics or 
Mathematics to Higher Level. 
Please note that we have no preference for 
whether the third or fourth A-level subject  
(or further subject in equivalent qualifications) 
is a science or not.
Other qualifications
Other national and international qualifications 
are also acceptable. Please see our website for 
further guidance: www.medsci.ox.ac.uk/pcmed. 
Any candidate in doubt as to their academic 
eligibility for this course is strongly 	
encouraged to seek advice by emailing 
admissions@medschool.ox.ac.uk.
Level of attainment in Science and 
Mathematics
There are no formal GCSE requirements  
for Medicine. However, in order to be 
adequately equipped for the BMAT (see  
www.bmat.org.uk) and for the academic 
demands of the course, and if Biology, Physics 
or Mathematics have not been taken to A-level 
(or equivalent), applicants will need to have 
received a basic education in those subjects 
(for example at least a grade C/4 at GCSE, 
Intermediate 2 or Standard grade (Credit) or 
equivalent; the GCSE Dual Award Combined 
Sciences is also appropriate).
Graduates
Students with degrees may apply for the 
standard course. There are no places 
specifically reserved for graduates, and there is 
no separate application process. Graduates are 
in open competition with school-leavers, and 
need to fulfil the same entrance requirements.

3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 26%
Successful: 9%
Intake: 154
How to apply
  � Tests: BMAT. For test date and 

registration details: 
ox.ac.uk/bmat

  Written work: none required
Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding 
Medicine is a single six-year course for fees 
purposes. You will be charged fees related to 
your year of entry to the pre-clinical course.
Note: the number of international fee status 
medical students at each medical school in 
the UK is subject to a government quota: 
for Oxford this is currently a maximum of 
14 per year across both the A100 and 
A101 Medicine courses. 
Additional costs
There are no mandatory additional 
costs for the pre-clinical years. 
Students in the Clinical School study 
for extended terms, so you will need 
to budget for higher living costs in 
these three years.
ox.ac.uk/ugmedicine

The accelerated course (graduate entry) 	

Graduates in experimental science subjects may be eligible to apply for the four-year 
accelerated course (UCAS code A101 BMBCh4). After a two-year transition phase covering 
basic science and clinical skills, the accelerated programme leads into the final two years of 
the standard course and to the same Oxford medical qualification as the standard (six-year) 
course. The four-year course is designed specifically for science graduates, and places a 
strong emphasis on the scientific basis of medical practice.
    Applicants to the four-year accelerated course must follow the application procedure 
(described on page 184 and including the BMAT), and also complete an additional Oxford 
application form. See www.medsci.ox.ac.uk/study/medicine for further information 
and details of eligibility.
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The Medicine course at Oxford 
provides a well-rounded intellectual 
training with particular emphasis on the 
basic science research that underpins 
medicine. We have retained a distinct 
three-year pre-clinical stage that 
includes studying towards a BA Honours 
degree in Medical Sciences, followed by 
a three-year clinical stage.

The Medical School at Oxford is 
relatively small, allowing students and 
staff to get to know one another and 
benefit from a relaxed and friendly 
atmosphere.

The pre-clinical stage
Applicants are initially admitted to the 
pre-clinical stage of the course.

The first five terms of this course are 
devoted to the First BM. This addresses 
not only much of the science that 
underpins medicine, but also the clinical 
problems that arise when systems fail. 
Students are introduced to the major 
systems of the body and study all 
aspects of their structure and function 
in health and also the principles of 
disease processes. Students are 
encouraged to develop an enquiring 
approach and to consider the 
experimental basis of the science in the 
course. Matters of clinical relevance are 
illustrated from the outset with students 
making regular visits to GP tutors.

The First BM is followed by a four-
term BA Honours course (the Final 
Honour School) in Medical Sciences. 
Students specialise in two areas of 
biomedical science selected from a range 
of options. They will become adept at 
working from primary research literature, 
and will be encouraged to think both 
critically and creatively. Students will 
gain in-depth knowledge of their chosen 
options, as well as advanced technical 
skills at the laboratory bench and in 
scientific data handling and presentation. 

The Principles of clinical anatomy 
course, delivered at the end of the third 

year, is designed to teach students 
clinically-relevant aspects of anatomy 
that will be of immediate use in their 
clinical years.

Teaching methods and study 
support
During the pre-clinical stage of the 
course, the college tutorial system is a 
central feature: students see their tutors 
and are taught weekly in groups often as 
small as two. This teaching can be 
tailored to individuals’ needs and 
interests. Most University lectures, 
seminars and practical classes take place 
in the Medical Sciences Teaching Centre 
in the Science Area. Lecturers are drawn 
from Oxford’s extensive pre-clinical and 
clinical departments, all of which have 
international reputations for excellence in 
research, and the courses are organised 
on an interdisciplinary basis so as to 
emphasise the interrelatedness of all 
aspects of the curriculum.

Research work
All A100 students at Oxford undertake 
an experimental research project as part 
of their BA in Medical Sciences. This will 
be in a field of interest to the student, 
and will offer valuable first-hand 
experience of scientific research. 
Students have the opportunity to 
undertake research in a laboratory from 
a wide range of departments within the 
Medical Sciences Division.

A typical week
During the First BM, lectures and 
practicals occupy about half the time, 
and the remainder is free for tutorial 
work, self-directed study and extra-
curricular activities. During the BA 
course, formal lecturing is kept to a 
minimum, and students are mostly free 
to pursue their research and to prepare 
for tutorials and seminars. Strong 
academic support ensures that students 
manage their time effectively.

Best in the world 
for medicine

Oxford Medical Sciences 	
have been ranked number 
one for the last nine years in 
the Times Higher Education 
World University Rankings 
for clinical, pre-clinical and 
health sciences.
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Progress to clinical training
At the start of the third year students 
can apply to the Oxford Clinical School 
to undertake their clinical training. 
Oxford students starting this course in 
2021 or later will no longer have the 
option of transferring to a London 
Medical School for their clinical training.

What are tutors looking for?
Please note that competition to study 
Medicine at Oxford is particularly strong 
and only around 425 applicants are 
shortlisted for interview each year. 
Applicants are shortlisted for interview 
on the basis of BMAT performance, 
GCSE performance (if applicable) and 
other information on their application. 
No student is admitted without 
interview. All shortlisted candidates, 
including those from overseas, will be 
expected to come to Oxford for 
interview in December. 

Students are selected for their 
scientific ability and for their aptitude for 
Medicine. Applicants are expected to 
show that they have a realistic 
understanding of what a medical career 
will involve, and that they have the 
potential to become effective and caring 
doctors. All colleges use a common set of 
selection criteria that relate to academic 
potential and suitability for Medicine.

Applicants are free to make reference 
to skills or experience acquired in any 
context to illustrate how they might fulfil 
the selection criteria; sometimes 
candidates refer to voluntary work and 
other extra-curricular activities, but many 
forms of evidence can help demonstrate 
to tutors that a candidate has made an 
informed decision regarding their own 
suitability to study Medicine. 
www.medsci.ox.ac.uk/pcmed/criteria

Application conditions
Oxford conforms to the UK Department 
of Health’s requirements regarding 
immunisation status and the GMC’s 
conditions on Fitness to Practise, and a 
satisfactory Disclosure and Barring 

Service check. Students may be refused 
entry to, or be removed from, the 
University’s Register of Medical 
Students on grounds that may be either 
academic or non-academic (for instance 
health or conduct). Applicants should be 
aware that some practical studies 
involving living animal tissue are an 
obligatory component of the course. 
Note that students must have reached 
their 18th birthday by 1 November in 
the year they intend to start the course.

medicine CAREERS
A vast array of speciality training 
pathways is available after obtaining a 
medical qualification, ranging from 
general practice or emergency medicine 
through obstetrics or ophthalmology to 
paediatrics or psychiatry.

Of course, you need not remain 
confined to the clinic, ward or the 
operating theatre: the lecture theatre or 
the laboratory could also beckon. Some 
of our graduates end up leading the 
education of the next generation of 
doctors or directing biomedical 
research. You don’t need to know right 
now what you want to do when you 
qualify; the Medical School organises 
careers sessions for final-year clinical 
students and helps students learn about 
and apply for foundation posts.

BM BCh graduates are entitled to 
provisional registration with the General 
Medical Council (GMC) with a licence 
to practise, subject to demonstrating to 
the GMC that their fitness to practise is 
not impaired.

Tzveta is currently training to be an 
oncologist. She says: ‘Many universities 
can teach you how to be a foundation 
doctor. Oxford taught me how to work 
through problems carefully and logically 
from first principles, and gave me the 
theoretical grounding to be able to do 
so. I had the opportunity to read key 
papers in my subject, then discuss them 
with the academics who had published 

Medicine continued 
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Terms 1–3 (First BM Part i) Terms 4–5 (First BM Part ii) Terms 6–9 (Final Honour School 
in Medical Sciences) 

Courses 
	· Organisation of the body
	· Physiology and pharmacology
	· Biochemistry and medical genetics
	· Population health: medical 

sociology
	· Patient and doctor course

Courses 
	· Applied physiology and 

pharmacology
	· The nervous system
	· Principles of pathology
	· Psychology for medicine
	· Patient and doctor course

Courses 
	· Two options (from a range of ten 

including Cardiovascular science, 
Pharmacology and signalling, 
Immunity and Infection)

	· Essay
	· Research project
	· Principles of clinical anatomy

A full list of course options is available 
at: www.medsci.ox.ac.uk/pcmed/course

Assessment 
Three core computer-based 
assessments; four written papers; 
satisfactory practical record

Assessment 
Three core computer-based 
assessments; four written papers; 
satisfactory practical record

Assessment 
Written papers; submission of 
extended essay and research project 
write-up; oral presentation of research 
project and a qualifying exam in 
Principles of clinical anatomy 
(computer-based assessment) 

 

them. Most importantly, Oxford taught 
me that I was capable of much more 
than I imagined or believed. Though I 
have gone from essay crises to night 
shifts, from finals to Royal College 
exams, the focused determination  
it instilled within me remains, driving  
me through any challenges faced along 
the way.’

Kanmin graduated from pre-clinical 
Medicine in 2003. He is now a National 
Institute of Health Research (NIHR) 
Academic Clinical Lecturer in 
ophthalmology at the University of 
Oxford, undergoing 50:50 surgical 
retina fellowship training and 
translational research into gene therapy 
for inherited retinal diseases. Kanmin 
says: ‘The weekly essays and tutorials 
with world-leading academics in the 
colleges were an invaluable experience. 
In those intimate ‘mind sparring’ 

exercises, you go beyond the standard 
curriculum and probe the boundaries of 
the fundamental science behind modern 
medicine. In this way, Oxford nurtures 
not only sound medical practitioners 
but also future explorers and leaders in 
medicine… Of course, studying medicine 
at Oxford involves a lot of hard work. 
But the opportunities are also there to 
take part in the most vibrant student 
society/club life, whatever your hobby 
or background.’

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/ugmedicine

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and  
18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Course details:
www.medsci.ox.ac.uk/pcmed
admissions@medschool.ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer this 
course? See page 144

MORE ABOUT
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Modern Languages BA 4 years with a year abroad 

UCAS codes: see table and 
ox.ac.uk/courses
Entrance requirements
A-levels: AAA
Advanced Highers: AA/AAB
IB: 38 (including core points) with 
666 at HL
Or any other equivalent
There are several combinations available 
that allow students to begin studying a 
language from scratch. However, please 
note that it is not usually possible for 
students to study two languages from 
scratch or a language on its own from 
scratch. Candidates would be expected to 
have competence in at least one of the 
languages chosen.
For French or Spanish
Candidates would usually be 
expected to have the language to 
A-level, Advanced Higher, Higher 
Level in the IB or another academic 
equivalent.
For Czech, German, Modern 
Greek, Italian, Portuguese 	
or Russian
Please note there are different course 
codes for these languages, depending 
on whether or not you have studied 
them before. Beginners’ courses 
allow students to start studying one 
of these languages from scratch – 
otherwise they would be expected to 
have an A-level or equivalent. The 
Beginners’ German course also 
includes an intermediate option for 
those who have studied some 
German. Find out more at  
www.mod-langs.ox.ac.uk.
For Polish
We generally expect all students 
applying for this course to be 
beginners, though those with 
experience are also very welcome 	
to apply.
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 91%
Successful: 37%
Intake: 157

How to apply
  � Tests: MLAT. For test date and registration 

details: 
ox.ac.uk/mlat

  � Written work: two/three pieces 
ox.ac.uk/writwork

Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding
The year abroad has lower fees and may have 
extra funding: ox.ac.uk/erasmus.  
Some costs related to year abroad activity may 
be subject to some variation as arrangements 
relating to the UK’s decision to leave the EU are 
progressed. For further information about 
additional costs on the year abroad see:  
ox.ac.uk/ugml. 
Course options
Some Modern Languages may be
studied on their own (not from
scratch):

French� R110
German � R200
Russian � R711
Spanish � R400

Two modern languages may be 
studied in combination: see  
ox.ac.uk/courses for course codes.

Studying Modern Languages provides 
both practical training in written and 
spoken language and an extensive 
introduction to literature and thought 
written in European languages. As well  
as learning to write and speak the 
language(s) fluently, you can study a 
broad range of literature, or focus your 
studies on any period from the medieval 
to the present day. A wide range of other 
options allows you to explore subjects 
including linguistics, philology, film or 
gender studies, or (in French and 
German) advanced translation.

Modern Languages have been taught 
in Oxford since 1724. The faculty is one 

of the largest in the country, with a total 
intake of more than 250 students a year 
(including joint courses). Undergraduate 
students have access to the Taylor 
Institution Library, the biggest research 
library in Britain devoted to modern 
languages, and the University’s central 
library, the Bodleian, as well as many 
online resources. The University’s well-
equipped Language Centre (see page 5) 
has resources specifically tailored to the 
needs of Modern Languages students.

Language is at the centre of the 
Oxford course, making up around 50% 
of both first-year and final 
examinations. The course aims to  
teach spoken fluency in colloquial and 
more formal situations, as well as the 
ability to write essays in the foreign 
language, and the ability to translate 
into and out of the foreign language 
with accuracy and sensitivity to a range 
of vocabulary, styles and registers. 

The study of literature gives you an 
understanding of other cultures that 
cannot be acquired solely through 
learning the language. It leads you  
into areas such as gender studies, 
popular culture, theatre, aesthetics, 
anthropology, art history, ethics, history, 
philosophy, politics, psychology and 
theology, developing your skills as  
a critical reader, writer and thinker.

International opportunities
Modern Languages students spend a 
compulsory year abroad, usually in the 
third year. Current opportunities include 
working as a paid language assistant in 
a school, undertaking an internship 
abroad and studying at a University; all 
providing valuable opportunities to 
improve language competence. Options 

Czech (with Slovak), French, German, Modern Greek, Italian, Polish, Portuguese, Russian or Spanish
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may change due to the UK’s departure 
from the EU. (Students taking Beginners’ 
Russian spend the second year – as 
opposed to the third year – on a 
specially designed seven-month 
language course in the city of Yaroslavl.) 
You will also be encouraged to spend as 
much time as possible during the 
vacations in the countries whose 
languages you are studying. 

Funding during the year abroad
Some year abroad activities may provide 
a salary. A living costs grant may also be 
available, subject to the UK’s 
participation in the Erasmus+ 
Programme or equivalent framework 
following the UK’s departure from the 
EU. UK students can continue to access 
government funding for living costs, and 
those from lower-income households 
who are means-tested will remain 
eligible for generous bursaries from 
Oxford. Travel grants and financial 
assistance towards funding shortfalls 
may also be available through your 
college, the faculty and the University. 

A typical week
Your first year is closely structured.  
You will attend oral classes and courses 
on the grammatical structure of your 
language(s), translation into and out  
of the language(s) and, in some of the 
languages, comprehension. You will also 
attend typically three to four hours of 
introductory lectures and participate in 
seminars and/or tutorials on literature.  
If you study French, German, Spanish  
or Russian as a single language you will 
take a range of additional options in that 
language in the first year (see below). 
All other languages must be studied in 
combination with another language or 
another subject.

Your other years of study give you 
more freedom to choose the areas on 
which you wish to focus, from a very wide 
range of options. Students may take 
Polish as a subsidiary language, beginning 

in the second year. Catalan, Galician, 
Provençal, Yiddish and most of the 
Slavonic languages may also be taken as 
additional options.

Deferred entry
Students are welcome to apply for 
deferred entry for any language courses 
except those including Beginners’ 
Russian. 

What are tutors looking for?
Tutors will be looking for a good command 
of the grammar of any language you have 
already studied at school and want to 
continue studying at Oxford, as well as an 
interest in literature and culture.

At interview, tutors will want to find 
out as much as possible about your 
intellectual interests and academic 
potential, so you may be asked about your 
reading, your interest in the culture of the 
relevant country, or the work you have 
submitted. You may be asked questions 
about a short text in English or the 
relevant foreign language(s). You will be 
given the opportunity to speak in the 
relevant foreign language(s) that you have 
studied to an advanced level. As far as 
possible, interviewers will try to let you 
show your strengths, interest in the 
subject(s) you intend to study, and 
reasons for applying to Oxford.  
ox.ac.uk/criteria

language CAREERS
Oxford aims to produce world-class 
linguists, and the skills gained and fostered 
by studying languages at degree level are 
much-prized by employers. Their 
knowledge and transferable skills ensure 
that modern linguists are amongst the 
most sought-after graduates in Britain. 
Employers value Modern Languages 
graduates because they are competent in 
one or two languages, have acquired a 
range of transferable skills and have first-
hand experience of other cultures. 
Amongst the careers successfully followed 

Please see 
ox.ac.uk/erasmus
for details of current 
Erasmus opportunities 		
for this course.

WORLD  TOP THREE
Oxford Modern Languages 
are consistently ranked in 
the top three in the QS 
World Rankings by subject.
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Modern Languages continued 

by modern linguists are: journalism, the 
Civil and Diplomatic Services, education, 
environmental  
and development work and the law.

Catherine is Director of the Refugee 
Support Network. She says: ‘Since 
graduating from Oxford, I have worked  
in the field of refugee education and 
education in emergencies for various 
charities, including Save the Children  
and various United Nations agencies.  
The skills I gained at Oxford have helped 
me to analyse situations thoughtfully and 
critically, and gave me the confidence to 
establish the Refugee Support Network  
in 2009. I never thought I would use my 
language skills in situations as diverse as 
Sudanese refugee camps, with Haitian 
earthquake survivors and with young 
victims of trafficking in London.’

year 1 year 2 years 3 and 4

Courses 
	· Two-language course:

	– Practical language work
	– �Study of important works and/or topics in 
the literature of each language

	· One-language course, as above, plus:
	– �For French, German, Russian and Spanish, 
additional options: film studies; literary 
theory (French); medieval studies (German/
Spanish); key texts in French or German 
thought; short fiction (Spanish); Polish and 
Church Slavonic (Russian)

(Other languages must be studied in 
combination with another language or joint 
school.)

Courses 
	· Two-language course:

	– �Practical language 
work

	– �A period of literature 
in each language

	– �Optional subjects, 
including linguistics; 
medieval literature; 
detailed study of 
individual authors

	· One-language course:
	– �As above, but 
including a greater 
range of optional 
subjects

Courses 
Year 3: typically spent abroad
(Beginners’ Russian: students spend 
the second year in Russia, and the 
third year in Oxford).

Year 4: continues the course from 
Year 2, plus special subjects across a 
wide range of options including film 
studies.

The options listed above are illustrative and may change. More information about current options is available on the 
course website (details above).

Assessment 
First University examinations: seven or eight 
written papers, including translation and 
literature (language only for Beginners’ Russian)

Assessment 
Final University examinations: nine or 
ten written papers and an oral 
examination are taken, including 
unprepared translations, literature 
subjects, special subjects and 
linguistics. Some special subjects are 
examined by submitting a portfolio of 
essays or a dissertation.

 

The Taylor 
Institution  
Library
Part of the world-famous 
Bodleian Libraries, the Taylor 
Institution Library is the 
biggest research library in 
Britain devoted to modern 
languages. 

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/ugml

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Modern Languages Open Day: 
2 May 2020 – booking required  
www.mod-langs.ox.ac.uk/schools/
meet-us

Course details:
www.mod-langs.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 270750
office@mod-langs.ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer this 
course? See page 144

MORE ABOUT

 

language CAREERS

114

http://ox.ac.uk/ugml
http://ox.ac.uk/opendays
http://www.mod-langs.ox.ac.uk/schools/meet-us
http://www.mod-langs.ox.ac.uk/schools/meet-us
http://www.mod-langs.ox.ac.uk
mailto:reception%40mod-langs.ox.ac.uk?subject=


LOVE LANGUAGES?
Language-based courses at Oxford are offered by several different departments, and there 
are lots of opportunities to mix and match, or to study a language alongside another subject.
Almost all of these languages can be learnt from scratch. 

extra-curricular     
LANGUAGE  learning
Any Oxford student can learn 
a language at the University’s 
Language Centre – see page 5.

Czech 
(with Slovak)
French

German
Greek 
(modern)

Italian
Polish
Portuguese

Russian
Spanish

Modern Languages
page 112

plus subsidiary options in: Catalan, Galician, Provençal, Yiddish,  
most Slavonic languages

Oriental Studies
page 120

Arabic
Hebrew
Persian

Turkish
Akkadian
Chinese

Egyptian
Japanese
Sanskrit

plus subsidiary options in: Aramaic,  
Coptic, Hindi, Hittite, Korean,  
Early Iranian, Pali, Prakrit, Sumerian,  
Syriac, Tibetan

Law with Law Studies in Europe (page 96) gives you 
the chance to study French, German, Italian or Spanish law 
– in the relevant language and country. (You can also study 
European Law in the Netherlands, which is taught in English.)

European and 
Middle Eastern 
Languages
page 74

Modern 
Languages 
& Linguistics
page 116

Philosophy 
and Modern 
Languages 
page 124

Classics
page 52
Latin  
Greek (ancient)

Classics 
and English
page 54

History and  
Modern Languages 
page 88

English 
and Modern 
Languages 
page 72

Religion and  
Oriental 
Studies
page 138

Classics and  
Oriental Studies
page 58

Classics 
and Modern 
Languages
page 56
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Modern Languages and Linguistics �BA 4 years with a year abroad

This course allows students to study one 
modern language in depth together with 
linguistics, the study of language itself. 
Part of your course will consist of 
developing your practical language skills 
to a high level, and you will also explore 
the literature and culture of the relevant 
language (see Modern Languages, page 
112).

In your study of linguistics, you will be 
introduced to the analysis of the nature 
and structure of human language 
(including topics such as how words and 
sentences are formed, how we make and 
hear sounds, how languages change and 
vary and how language is organised in the 
brain) and you will apply these ideas to 
the study of your chosen language.

The University has particular expertise 
in general linguistics, phonetics, 
phonology, syntax and semantics, 
psycholinguistics and in the history and 
structure of many individual European 
languages and language families. All these 

combine to offer a mutually reinforcing 
package: on the one hand the theoretical 
study of what human language is and 
how it works; on the other, the detailed 
study of issues of language structure and 
change applied to the specific language 
you are studying. You will find a wide 
range of options available, allowing you  
to concentrate on those areas you find 
most exciting. 

Undergraduate students have  
access to the Taylor Institution Library, 
the biggest research library in Britain 
devoted to modern languages, as well as 
to the University’s central library, the 
Bodleian, and many online resources. The 
University’s well-equipped Language 
Centre (see page 5) has study materials 
specifically tailored to the needs of 
Modern Languages students.

A typical week
Your typical week will include a tutorial on 
linguistics or literature, a linguistics class, 
language classes on different skills 
relating to the language or languages you 
study, and five or six lectures.

What are tutors looking for?
Language tutors look for a good 
command of any language you have 
already studied and want to continue 
studying at Oxford, and a strong interest 
in literature and culture.

Linguistics is a subject that most 
students start from scratch at the 
University. Therefore admission tutors 
look for potential, in the form of an 
interest in exploring the nature of human 
language, together with an aptitude for 
describing and analysing it. Furthermore, 
tutors look for a willingness to learn the 
formal tools required for rigorous and 
detailed investigation and leading to a 
deep understanding of the use, history 
and structure of the language you are 
studying. 
ox.ac.uk/criteria

UCAS codes: see combinations
Entrance requirements
A-levels: AAA
Advanced Highers: AA/AAB
IB: 38 (including core points) with 
666 at HL
Or any other equivalent
No experience of studying Linguistics is 
required, though knowledge of the relevant 
modern language may be expected, as 
detailed under course combinations. English 
Language, Mathematics, a science or any 
other language may be useful for some 
elements of the course, although they are 
not required for admission.
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 87%
Successful: 35%
Intake: 29
How to apply
  � Tests: MLAT. For test date and 

registration details:	  
ox.ac.uk/mlat

  � Written work: one to three pieces 
ox.ac.uk/writwork

Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding
The year abroad has lower fees and 
may have extra funding:  
ox.ac.uk/erasmus.  
Some costs related to year abroad 
activity may be subject to some 
variation as arrangements relating to 
the UK’s decision to leave the EU are 
progressed. For further information 
about additional costs on the year 
abroad see: ox.ac.uk/ugmll.

 

Course combinations
You can either study Linguistics with a modern 
language you already speak, or one you would 
like to learn from scratch. For the following 
course combinations you would usually be 
expected to have the modern language to 
A-level (or equivalent).
Linguistics and:

French� RQ11
German� RQ21
Modern Greek � QQ71
Italian� RQ31
Portuguese � RQ51
Russian� RQ71
Spanish� RQ41

The following course combinations allow you 
to begin studying a modern language from 
scratch.
Linguistics and:

Beginners’ Modern Greek � QQ72
Beginners’ Italian � QR13
Beginners’ Portuguese� RQ5D
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year 1 years 2 and 4 (year 3 spent abroad)
Courses 
	· Modern Language

	– �Practical language work (two 
papers)

	– �Study of important works and/or 
topics in the literature of the 
language (two papers)

	· Linguistics
	– General linguistics
	– Phonetics and phonology
	– Grammatical analysis

Courses 
	· Modern Language

	– Practical language work
	– A period of literature
	– Optional further subject chosen from a wide range

	· Linguistics
	– General linguistics
	– History of the language you will be studying
	– Structure and use of that language in its modern form
	– �One or two specialist options, for example: Syntax; Semantics and 
pragmatics; Phonetics and phonology; Sociolinguistics; 
Psycholinguistics; Linguistic project

The options listed above are illustrative and may change. More information 
about current options is available on the course websites (details above).

Assessment 
First University examinations: seven 
written papers, including translation 
and literature

Assessment 
Final University examinations: eight or nine papers and an oral examination

Please see 
ox.ac.uk/erasmus
for details of current 
Erasmus opportunities 		
for this course.

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/ugmll

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Modern Languages and joint courses Open Day: 
2 May 2020 – booking required
www.mod-langs.ox.ac.uk/schools/meet-us

Course details:
www.mod-langs.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 270750
office@mod-langs.ox.ac.uk

www.ling-phil.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 280400
enquiries@ling-phil.ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer this 
course? See page 144

MLL CAREERS
The training in rigorous analysis  
provided by Linguistics, coupled with 
highly developed practical competence in 
a language, gives graduates an excellent 
basis for a wide range of careers in 
language-related employment and  
other areas.

Recent Modern Languages and 
Linguistics graduates include a 
management consultant, a brand 
marketing manager, a market researcher 
for a company in the chemical industry, 
and a psychology lecturer.

 Joe, who went on to become a Head 
of Languages, said: ‘I really enjoyed 
studying the earliest Russian texts, 
written on birch bark, and looking at how 
the language had evolved and its impacts 
on the contemporary language. 
Investigating languages demands 
diligence, focus and determination; the 
course also developed many critical skills 
that are essential for interesting careers 
– analytical reading, discussion, listening 
skills, presentation skills, and a keen 
writing style. Thank you Oxford!’

MORE ABOUT
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Music BA 3 years

Music is everywhere in the world around 
us; it is part of all of our lives, whether  
we play it, actively listen to it, or hear it  
in passing. At Oxford, we study music  
by reading, listening, performing and 
composing. We create music in all its 
aspects – acoustic, electronic, individually 
and communally, working with world-class 
professionals and with local communities. 
We investigate, through analysis, the 
relationships within a piece of music, and 
between that piece and its genre and 
context. Throughout the course, you will 
be exposed to music of all kinds and in all 
contexts: Western classical, popular music, 
musics of other cultures, and community 
music, seeing these musics in terms of 
their history (and how that history has 
been shaped over time), social context, 
and psychology. 

Music has been part of the life of 
Oxford for more than 800 years. There  
are around 30 academic staff, of whom 
15 give lectures regularly – scholars with 
distinguished reputations as musicologists, 
performers or composers. Oxford 
welcomes visits from numerous speakers 
and professional performing ensembles. 
Students enjoy performance and 
composition workshops, and play an  
active part in the life of the faculty and 
their colleges – in chapels, orchestras, 
ensembles, bands and stage performances, 
and in musical outreach to the broader 
community.

The faculty building incorporates 

practice rooms and electronic music and 
recording studios, and one of the best 
music libraries in any British university. The 
world-famous Bate Collection of Musical 
Instruments, housed in the faculty, lends 
historical instruments to students. The 
faculty also has a gamelan orchestra. 

The course is broadly based but allows 
increasing specialisation and choice as you 
proceed. Whether you’re a performer, a 
composer, a budding scholar of 
psychology, history, sociology or 
education, the Music course offers 
something for you. Students graduate  
as mature and well-rounded musicians 
with an informed and lively sense of the 
contemporary study and practice of the 
subject, and the ways in which music 
contributes to society more broadly.

A typical week
•	��Four to six lectures
•	��One or two tutorials in college
•	��Practice, workshops and rehearsals
•	��More time for independent study in the 

summer terms

What are tutors looking for?
Potential to engage with the course in its 
full diversity through a genuine spirit of 
enquiry; keenness to think critically about 
music, and creativity and independent 
thought in areas of specialism such as 
musicology, composition, performance, 
ethnomusicology, psychology of music, 
and musical analysis.  
ox.ac.uk/criteria

UCAS code: W300
Entrance requirements
A-levels: AAA
Advanced Highers: AA/AAB
IB: 38 (including core points) with 
666 at HL
Or any other equivalent
Candidates are expected to have Music to 
A-level, Advanced Higher, Higher Level in 
the IB (or equivalent), or ABRSM Music 
Theory Grade VII or above. Keyboard ability 
of ABRSM Grade V or above is also highly 
recommended. If your school does not 
offer A Level Music: ABRSM Music Theory 
Grade VII or above, plus three A Levels.
If your school does not offer A Levels, you 
will need to take the equivalent 
qualifications (including Music).
If you are unsure about your qualifications 
please contact  
academic.admin@music.ox.ac.uk.
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 93%
Successful: 37%
Intake: 71
How to apply

  Tests: none required
  � Written work: Two essays. 

Students should also normally 
submit a sample of marked 
harmony and counterpoint.  
Please consult the relevant  
college tutor if you are unable  
to submit this component. 
ox.ac.uk/ugmusic

Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding

The Oxford Music course suits me because it is broad and varied, but also has lots of space to make it my own. For 
my final exams I am sitting papers in broad aspects of music history (from English renaissance polyphony to electronic 
music), analysis and issues to do with how we study music, but I am also writing a dissertation about the music in a 
primary school near Oxford, essays on Brazilian music, and a report from the term I spent working on a music project 
with children with autism. If you are passionate about music, and keen to explore the subject from many different 
angles, there will be something in the Oxford course for you. � SARAH

 

FROM A MUSIC STUDENT
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Music CAREERS 
The varied nature of the course enables 
students to develop highly desirable  
skills in areas such as self-management, 
creativity, data analysis, performance, 
teamwork, problem-solving and 
communication, all of which makes them 
an attractive prospect for potential 
employers. Teaching, performance and 
arts administration are among the popular 
destinations for Music graduates, but 
others include broadcasting, publishing, 
law, politics and the Civil Service. Many 
students undertake further study in 
performance, often at conservatoires in 
the UK and abroad. An Oxford Music 
degree opens doors to a wide range of 
careers both within and outside the arts.

After graduating, Fabienne secured a 

marketing and public relations internship 
with the Philharmonia Orchestra. She  
then worked for the Royal Philharmonic 
Orchestra and London Symphony 
Orchestra before being headhunted for her 
current role as Head of Communications 
and Marketing at Intermusica, an industry- 
leading international classical music 
management agency. She says: ‘Our  
roster includes Marin Alsop, Sir John Eliot 
Gardiner, Daniil Trifonov, Sir Willard White, 
James MacMillan, Leonidas Kavakos and 
many others. Naturally my music degree 
has proved an extremely helpful 
foundation for a career in classical music 
management but I would say that the 
most important thing I gained from Oxford 
was confidence and resilience and being 
able to meet people from all walks of life.’

year 1 years 2 and 3

Courses 
Six subjects are taken (two chosen 
from a list of options)
	· Compulsory:

	– �Special topics, for example: 
Machaut’s songs; Historically 
informed performance; 
Schubert’s last decade; 
Psychology of everyday musical 
experience; Global hip hop

	– �Musical analysis and critical 
listening

	– �Techniques of composition and 
keyboard skills

	· Options: 
	– �Foundations in the study of 
music

	– Foundations in ethnomusicology
	– Composition
	– Performance
	– Extended essay

Courses 
Eight subjects are taken (six chosen from a list of options)
	· Compulsory:

	– Topics 1 (three from a range of historical and critical fields, eg: Sacred 
Renaissance polyphony on the Continent; History and philosophy of music 
education; Bach’s keyboard music)

	– Topics 2 (three from a range of historical and critical fields, eg: 
18th-century opera; Modernism in Vienna, 1900–1935; Scenes and 
subcultures in the 20th century) 

	· Optional topics include:  

Please note that the courses listed above are illustrative and may change. A full list of current options is available on 
the course website (details above).
Assessment 
Three written papers and one ‘take-
away’ paper, a practical examination 
and a recital/portfolio of 
compositions/essay

Assessment 
Final University examinations: three or more written papers (two compulsory 
and one chosen from three options) and a combination of take-away papers, 
portfolio submissions, recitals and practical tests, depending on the options 
chosen

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/ugmusic

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and  
18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Course details:
www.music.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 286264
academic.admin@music.ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer this 
course? See page 144

MORE ABOUT

	– �Musical analysis and criticism
	– �Musical thought and scholarship
	– Techniques of composition
	– Solo performance
	– Orchestration
	– Dissertation
	– Composition portfolio
	– Edition with commentary
	– Analysis portfolio
	– Music ethnography
	– �Chamber music performance

	– Choral conducting
	– Choral performance 
	– Recording and producing music
	– �Special topic papers. Some 
recent examples include: Music 
perception; Music in Scandinavia; 
Women composers; Dance 
music; Lieder; Music and society 
in England, 1851–1914; Music in 
the community
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Oriental Studies is unique in its sole focus 
on introducing students to civilisations 
that are different from the Western ones 
upon which the curriculum in most British 
schools and colleges is based. The 
courses present both the major traditions 
and cultural trends of the regions studied 
and, in most cases, their modern 
developments. All courses include a 
combination of linguistic, literary, historic 
and cultural studies and there is a wide 
range of options in fields such as art and 
archaeology, history, literature, 
philosophy, religion and modern social 
studies.

Oriental Studies has a long history 
in Oxford. The Bodleian and other 
libraries have acquired extensive 
collections. The Oriental Institute, the 
China Centre and the Bodleian 
Japanese and Indian Institute libraries 
are all specialists in their respective 
fields. Around the corner from the 
Oriental Institute is the Ashmolean 
Museum, which houses superb 
collections, and the Sackler Library, 
which contains the renowned Griffith 
Library, one of the finest libraries in 
the world for the study of ancient 
Egypt and the ancient Near East.

Work placements/international 
opportunities
Most courses offer the opportunity to 
spend time in the region being studied. 
The Arabic course includes a year in 
the Middle East, the Turkish course a 
year in Turkey and the Hebrew course 

an optional year in Israel. The Chinese 
and Japanese courses also include a 
year in China and Japan respectively. 
For Persian, the faculty decides each 
year whether it is advisable for its 
students to spend their year abroad in 
Iran. In years when Iran is not possible, 
they study in Tajikistan instead.

Typical week
Your time will be divided between 
lectures, tutorials (up to three 
students and a tutor) and language 
classes that will develop your writing, 
speaking and comprehension skills. The 
rest of your time will be dedicated to 
independent study, working on regular 
assignments in reading, writing and 
translation. Seminar and language 
class sizes may vary depending on the 
options you choose or the language 
you are studying, but there would 
usually be no more than around 10 
students and often fewer, while 
lectures are normally around 15–25 
students.

What are tutors looking for?
The ability to learn difficult languages 
from scratch requires strong 
motivation and a capacity for 
sustained and well-organised hard 
work. Oriental Studies also requires 
you to develop skills of analysis, 
argument and essay writing across the 
fields of literature, history and religious 
thought.  
ox.ac.uk/criteria

Oriental Studies BA 3 or 4 years (see individual subjects) 

UCAS codes: see tables
Entrance requirements
A-levels: AAA
Advanced Highers: AA/AAB
IB: 39 (including core points) with 
666 at HL
Or any other equivalent
Students are not expected to have studied 
an Oriental language before. A language to 
A-level, Advanced Higher, Higher Level in 
the IB or another equivalent can be helpful 
to students in completing this course, 
although this is not required for admission.
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 78%
Successful: 23%
Intake: 41
How to apply
  � Tests: OLAT (for Arabic/Hebrew/

Jewish Studies/Persian/Turkish 
options only). For test date and 
registration details: 
ox.ac.uk/olat

  � Written work: two pieces 
ox.ac.uk/writwork

Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding 
Additional costs
During the year abroad, the Oriental 
Institute covers the cost of language 
tuition, but not living costs or flights. 
ox.ac.uk/ugos

Arabic, Chinese, Egyptology and Ancient Near Eastern Studies, Hebrew, Japanese, Jewish Studies, Persian, Sanskrit, Turkish
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Beijing, Kobe  
& Oxford
Peking University hosts the year 
abroad for students of Chinese. 
The University of Kobe is our 
partner in the Kobe–Oxford 
Japanese Studies Programme. 

Arabic and Islamic Studies	 T601 
Arabic with subsidiary language	 T6T9 
Persian	 T613

Persian with subsidiary language	 T6TX 
Turkish	 T600 
Turkish with subsidiary language	 T6TY

year 1 year 2 years 3 and 4

Courses 
	· Elementary language
	· Middle Eastern history and 

cultures

Courses 
Year abroad: approved 
course of language 
instruction

Courses 
	· Core work on language and literature
	· History
	· Specialisation or subsidiary language
	· Islamic Religion (Arabic only)

Assessment 
First University examinations 
after term 3: three written 
papers; an oral exam (Arabic 
only)

Assessment 
Final University examinations at the end of Year 4: 
oral exam and eight or nine written papers (one of 
which has to be a dissertation)

 

OS CAREERS
The skills developed while studying for 
a degree in Oriental Studies are 
greatly appreciated by a wide range of 
employers. Career options include 
finance, the media, commerce, the 
Civil Service, the law, accountancy 
and the arts. Around 30% of Oriental 
Studies graduates go on to further 
study.

Andi, who graduated with a BA in 
Japanese, is Director of International 
Business Development at Ping 
Identity. He says: ‘My time at Oxford 
gave me a good foundation for the 
varied demands of both small and 
large companies, and the skills 

required to handle the constant 
change and learning required in the 
software industry. I’ve had the 
opportunity to do business in Japan 
on several occasions through my 
career.’

Iason, who graduated with a BA in 
Arabic, is a photojournalist, film-maker 
and lecturer currently working for the 
UN in Libya. He says: ‘I have lived in 
Cairo, Damascus, Sanaa and Tehran, 
and covered events like the 2011 
Arab revolts and the Greek economic 
crisis. After studying for a Master’s in 
Persian and Contemporary Iranian 
Studies, I was a Nieman Fellow at 
Harvard.’

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/ugos

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and  
18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Oriental Studies Open Day:
2 May 2020 – booking 
required 

Course details:
www.orinst.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 278312
undergraduate.administrator 
@orinst.ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer this 
course? See page 144

Options listed are only illustrative of what is available. A full list of current options is available on the course website 
(details above).

MORE ABOUT
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Oriental Studies continued 

Egyptology and Ancient Near Eastern Studies  Q401  Egyptology   Q400 
Ancient Near Eastern Studies   Q402 

year 1 year 2 years 3 and 4

Courses 
	· Broad survey of 

civilisations of Egypt and 
the Ancient Near East

	· Language teaching in 
Egyptian or Akkadian

Courses 
	· Addition of second language, or Archaeology and 

Anthropology
	· Language options: Akkadian, Egyptian, Arabic, Aramaic 

and Syriac, Coptic, Hebrew (Biblical and Mishnaic), Early 
Iranian, Sumerian or Hittite (if available)

	· Literary and historical topics through study of texts 
and essay writing

	· Intensive class work
	· Artefact classes

Subject to acceptance, students may also have the 
option of Classical Greek or Latin from the Classics with 
Oriental Studies degree (see page 58).

Courses 
	· Essay writing and 

dissertation work
	· Intensive classes in the 

first and second terms
	· Artefact classes
	· Field of concentration

Assessment 
First University examinations: 
four written papers

Assessment 
Final University 
examinations: ten units

 

Hebrew        Q480

year 1 year 2 years 3 and 4

Courses 
	· Intensive study in Hebrew 

language in all periods
	· Introduction to Jewish 

history and culture

Courses 
	· Intensive language learning
	· Study of history and culture through texts
	· Choice of options from Jewish Studies

Courses 
	· Continued language study
	· Tutorials in history, culture and 

society
Year 3 can optionally be spent abroad 

Assessment 
First University 
examinations: four written 
papers

Assessment 
Final University examinations:     
seven written papers; dissertation
4-year course only; oral examination 
if taking a year abroad

 

Chinese	 T101 

year 1 year 2 years 3 and 4

Courses 
	· Elementary language classes in 

Modern and Classical Chinese
	· History and civilisation of China

Courses 
	· Year abroad at 

Peking 
University

Courses 
	· Extended language classes in modern and classical 

Chinese
	· Interdisciplinary course on modern China
	· Options include: Contemporary Chinese cities in 

literature, art, and cinema; Angst in early China; 
Chinese law and society; or subsidiary languages: 
Tibetan, Japanese or Korean

Assessment 
First University examinations: three 
written papers; an oral exam

Assessment 
Final University examinations: oral examination; seven 
written papers; dissertation; extended essay (for 
candidates who have taken options)

  Options listed are only illustrative of what is available. A full list of current options is available on the course website (see page 121).

Options listed are only illustrative of what is available. A full list of current options is available on the course website (see page 121).

Options listed are only illustrative of what is 
available. A full list of current options is available 
on the course website (see page 121).
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Japanese        T201                                        

year 1 year 2 years 3 and 4

Courses 
	· History and 

culture
	· Intensive 

Japanese 
language classes

Courses 
	· Year abroad at 

Kobe University

Courses 
	· Continued language classes 
	· Classical Japanese
	· Options with tutorials (five subjects to be chosen), from a range of 

specialised subjects within: Classical literature; Modern literature; 
Linguistics; History; Politics; Economics; Society, Art; Subsidiary 
language (counts as three subjects) from: Chinese, Korean or 
Tibetan 

Assessment 
First University 
examinations: three 
written papers

Assessment 
Test at end of course

Assessment 
Final University examinations: oral examination; eight written papers; 
dissertation

 Options listed are only illustrative of what is available. A full list of current options is available on the course website (see page 121).

Jewish Studies        QV91                                      

year 1 year 2 year 3

Courses 
	· Intensive study in Hebrew 

language in all periods
	· Introduction to Jewish history and 

culture

Courses 
	· Options (three subjects to be 

chosen)
	· Intensive language learning

Courses 
	· Options (two subjects to be 

chosen)
	· Tutorials in history, culture and 

society

Assessment 
First University examinations: 
four written papers

Assessment 
Final University examinations: 
seven written papers; dissertation

 Options listed are only illustrative of what is available. A full list of current options is available on the course website (see page 121).

Sanskrit        Q450                                        

year 1 year 2 year 3

Courses 
	· Intensive language learning
	· Introduction to the study of 

ancient Indian civilization

Courses 
	· Continued language learning and 

text reading
	· Study of the historically and 

culturally most important genres of 
Sanskrit literature 

	· Begin subsidiary language options: 
Hindi, Early Iranian, Pali, Prakrit or 
Tibetan 

Courses 
	· Continued language learning and 

text reading
	· Specialisation in one area of 

Sanskrit literature
	· Additional special subject or 

dissertation

Assessment 
First University examinations: three 
written papers

Assessment 
Final University examinations:
nine papers: seven in Sanskrit and 
two in subsidiary languages

Options listed are only illustrative of what is available. A full list of current options is available on the course website (see page 121).
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Philosophy and Modern Languages BA 4 years  with a year abroad 

Philosophy and Modern Languages 
brings together some of the most 
important approaches to understanding 
language, literature and ideas.

The study of philosophy develops 
analytical rigour and the ability to 
criticise and reason logically. It allows 
you to apply these skills to questions 
ranging from how we acquire 
knowledge and form moral judgements 
to the nature of language, art and 
literature. Since many works of 
literature are shaped by the dominant 
philosophical ideas of their epoch,  
the study of philosophy can illuminate 
that intellectual background.

The study of a modern European 
language develops analytical and critical 

abilities as well as highly competent 
linguistic skills. Studying the literature 
written in that language contributes to 
an understanding of many aspects of 
European culture, enabling students to 
develop attention to stylistic and 
terminological detail and rhetorical 
strategies, and sensitivity to cultural 
and historical context, all of which are 
of great value to the study of 
philosophy. Studying these two 
disciplines in parallel has numerous 
advantages and affords students 
greater insights into each. 

The Philosophy Faculty is the largest 
philosophy department in the UK, and 
one of the largest in the world, 
admitting around 450 undergraduates 
annually to read the various degrees 
involving Philosophy. Many faculty 
members have a worldwide reputation 
and our library and other facilities are 
acknowledged as among the best in 
the country.

Oxford’s Modern Languages Faculty 
is one of the largest in the country, 
with a total intake of more than 250 
students a year, including those reading 
joint degrees. The Taylor Institution is 
the biggest modern languages research 
library in the UK. The Modern 
Languages Faculty also has an 
undergraduate lending library, and 
students are able to take advantage of 
the well-equipped Language Centre 
(see page 5).

International opportunities
Students spend a year abroad before 
their final year. Please see Modern 
Languages (page 113) for more 
information.

UCAS codes: see combinations
Entrance requirements
A-levels: AAA
Advanced Highers: AA/AAB
IB: 39 (including core points) with 
666 at HL
Or any other equivalent
Candidates are not required to have any 
experience of studying Philosophy though 
some background reading is highly 
recommended.
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 85%
Successful: 33%
Intake: 21
How to apply
  � Tests: MLAT (including a 

Philosophy test). For test date and 
registration details: 
ox.ac.uk/mlat

  � Written work: one/two pieces 
ox.ac.uk/writwork

Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding
The year abroad has lower fees and 
may have extra funding:  
ox.ac.uk/erasmus.  
Some costs related to year abroad 
activity may be subject to some 
variation as arrangements relating to 
the UK’s decision to leave the EU are 
progressed. For further information 
about additional costs on the year 
abroad see: ox.ac.uk/ugpml.

Course combinations
You can either study Philosophy with a 
modern language you already speak, or with 
a modern language you’d like to learn from 
scratch.

For the following course combinations  
you would usually be expected to have the 
modern language to A-level, or another 
academic equivalent.
Philosophy and:

Czech� VR57
French � VR51
German � VR52
Modern Greek �  VQ57
Italian  � VR53
Portuguese�  VR55
Russian�  VRM7
Spanish � VR54

The following course combinations allow you 
to begin studying a modern language from 
scratch.
Philosophy and:

Beginners’ Czech� VR5R
Beginners’ Modern Greek � VR59
Beginners’ Italian � RV35
Beginners’ Portuguese � VR5M

Philosophy and Czech (with Slovak), French, German, Modern Greek, Italian, Portuguese, Russian or Spanish
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A typical week
Your work will be divided between one or 
two tutorials and about six hours of 
lectures each week, in addition to about 
two or three hours of classes (first-year 
logic, and language classes throughout the 
course). The rest of your week will be 
spent in independent study to prepare 
essays for tutorials and improve your 
command of your language.

What are tutors looking for?
At interview, tutors will be looking for 
interest in the proposed fields of study, 
relevant linguistic ability, a critical and 
analytical response to questions and/or 
texts and the ability to defend a viewpoint 
by reasoned argument.  
ox.ac.uk/criteria

PML CAREERS
Philosophy and Modern Languages 
graduates enter careers including academic 
teaching and research, teaching, commerce, 
banking and financial services, journalism 
and communications. The analytical and 
reasoning abilities gained from a degree in 
Philosophy, combined with the 
communicative skills gained in  
a degree in Modern Languages, make 
graduates highly employable, both in the  
UK and abroad.

year 1 years 2 and 4 (year 3 typically spent abroad)
Courses 
	· Philosophy

	– General philosophy
	– Moral philosophy
	– Logic

	· Modern Languages
	– �Practical language work (two 
papers)

	– �Study of important literary works 
and/or topics (two papers)

Courses 
	· Philosophy

	– Either Early Modern philosophy
	– Or Plato’s Republic
	– Or Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics

	· Modern Languages
	– One literature paper 
	– Practical language work (two papers and an oral examination)

	· Further options
	– �Either four further papers in Philosophy (many options, including a 
thesis) and one further paper in Modern Languages from a range of 
options, which may include prescribed authors from the 12th to 20th 

centuries, options in linguistics, or special subjects
	– �Or three further papers in Philosophy and two further papers in 
Modern Languages as above (one of which may be an extended essay)

	– �Or two further papers in Philosophy (many options, including a thesis) 
and three further papers in Modern Languages as above (one of which 
may be an extended essay)

The options listed above are illustrative and may change. More information 
about current options is available on both course websites (details above).

Assessment 
First University examinations: six 
written papers: two in Philosophy, 
four in Modern Languages

Assessment 
Final University examinations: nine written papers (with a minimum of three 
in Philosophy and four in Modern Languages; one Philosophy paper may be 
replaced by a thesis; some Modern Languages papers may be replaced by a 
thesis or a portfolio of essays); Modern Languages oral examination

Please see 
ox.ac.uk/erasmus
for details of Erasmus 
opportunities for this 
course.

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/ugpml

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Modern Languages and joint 
courses Open Day:
2 May 2020 – booking required
www.mod-langs.ox.ac.uk/
schools/meet-us

Course details:
www.mod-langs.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 270750
office@mod-langs.ox.ac.uk

www.philosophy.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 276926
enquiries@philosophy.ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer this 
course? See page 144

MORE ABOUT
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PPE was born of the conviction that  
the study of the great modern works  
of economic, social, political and 
philosophical thought would have a 
transformative effect on students’ 
intellectual lives, and thereby on society 
at large. This conviction remains as firm 
today as it was then. As the world has 
evolved, so has PPE. The course brings 
together some of the most important 
approaches to understanding the world 
around us, developing skills that are 
useful for a wide range of careers and 
activities.

Studying philosophy develops 
analytical, critical and logical rigour, 
enabling you to apply these skills to 
questions concerning how we acquire 
knowledge or make ethical judgements.

In turn, the study of politics provides a 
thorough understanding of the impact of 
political institutions on modern societies. 
It helps you to evaluate the choices that 
political systems must regularly make, to 
explain the processes that maintain or 
change those systems, and to examine 
the concepts and values used in political 
analysis.

Economics is the study of how 
consumers, firms and governments make 
decisions that collectively determine how 
resources are allocated. An appreciation of 
economics has become increasingly 
necessary to make sense of governmental 
policy-making, the conduct of  
businesses and the enormous economic 
transformations throughout the world.

All three branches of PPE at Oxford 
have an international reputation, 
supported by more than 200 renowned 
scholars. PPE is a highly flexible degree 
that allows you to shape your own path 
through it: you may choose to specialise 
in two branches at the end of the first 
year, or continue with all three. You can 
also explore a wide variety of disciplines, 

specialising in sociology or international 
relations by choosing the relevant Politics 
options.

A typical week
Your weekly timetable will usually be 
divided between six to eight lectures and 
two meetings, which may be either 
tutorials or classes, supplemented by 
private study, which will be mainly spent 
preparing essays or problem sets for 
tutorials and classes.

What are tutors looking for?
Admissions tutors will want to find out if 
you can think clearly and analytically. They 
are less concerned with what you know 
than with how you think and use your 
knowledge. They will seek evidence of 
interest in all three subjects. 

Applicants may enjoy reading some of 
the following sources: Thomas Nagel’s 
What Does It All Mean? and Jennifer 
Nagel’s Knowledge: A Very Short 
Introduction are useful introductions to 
Philosophy. Jonathan Wolff’s An 
Introduction to Political Philosophy, the 
Palgrave Macmillan series Developments 
in British (French, German, East European, 
etc.) Politics and Adrian Leftwich’s What is 
Politics? are good introductory texts for 
Politics. The best introduction to 
Economics is to read the economics and 
business pages of newspapers. Tim 
Harford’s Undercover Economist and Paul 
Krugman’s The Accidental Theorist are 
also recommended. 
ox.ac.uk/criteria

PPE CAREERS
The careers most commonly chosen by 
PPE graduates are in banking and finance, 
politics, journalism and broadcasting, law, 
industry, teaching, social work, 
accountancy, business management, 
management consultancy, advertising and 

Philosophy, Politics and Economics  (PPE)  BA 3 years

UCAS code: L0V0
Entrance requirements
A-levels: AAA
Advanced Highers: AA/AAB
IB: 39 (including core points) with 
766 at HL
Or any other equivalent
You may apply for PPE having done any 
combination of subjects at school, it is not 
necessary to have studied Politics, 
Philosophy and Economics. Mathematics is 
recommended. History is helpful (it may be 
useful on the course).
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 33%
Successful: 11%
Intake: 243
How to apply
  � Tests: TSA. For test date and 

registration details: ox.ac.uk/tsa
  Written work: none required

Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding 
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the many branches of public services, 
including the Civil and Diplomatic 
Services and local government.

Amit was Head of Corporate 
Partnerships at the British Heart 
Foundation. He says: ‘PPE encouraged 
me to be inquisitive, open-minded and 
analytical, preparing me for a career 
that has spanned the private, public 
and charity sectors.’

Jan worked for OC&C Strategy 
Consultants in London. He says: ‘As a 
strategy consultant, I have to break 
down and analyse companies’ complex 
problems and communicate the 

solution clearly to the client. Preparing 
and discussing essays in weekly 
tutorials in Oxford helped develop 
these skills, as well as the ability to 
think outside the box.’

Masa was a reporter at the Financial 
Times. She says: ‘I found the skills I 
learnt reading PPE invaluable. Most 
importantly, the course teaches you to 
think in a very rigorous way. Your 
tutors are constantly challenging you 
and won’t let you get away with woolly 
arguments. While this can initially be 
difficult to get to grips with, it has 
been incredibly useful in my career.’

year 1 years 2 and 3

Courses 
All three branches of PPE are studied equally:
	· Philosophy

	– General philosophy
	– Moral philosophy
	– Elementary logic

	· Politics
	– �The theory of politics (introductory 
political theory)

	– �The practice of politics (introductory 
comparative government and politics)

	– �Political analysis (introductory empirical 
and quantitative methods)

	· Economics
	– �Microeconomics: the functioning of the 
market economy

	– �Macroeconomics: dealing with national 
output and employment, exchange rates 
and policy issues

	– �Mathematical techniques used in 
economics

Courses 
Students choose to continue with all three branches (tripartite) or 
concentrate on any two (bipartite), taking the following compulsory 
courses in the chosen branches along with optional courses:
	· Philosophy

	– Ethics
	– �Either Early modern philosophy or Knowledge and reality or 
Plato’s Republic or Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics

	· Politics (any two of these) 
	– Comparative government 
	– British politics and government since 1900
	– Theory of politics 
	– International relations
	– Political sociology

	· Economics 
	– �If bipartite at least one of Microeconomics, Macroeconomics 
and Quantitative economics

	– �If tripartite, at least one of Microeconomics, Macroeconomics, 
Quantitative economics and Development of the world economy 
since 1800

	– �Option choices in Economics depend on having completed pre-
requisite courses which are one of the courses listed above.

	· Optional courses
	– �Usually more than 50 choices

Please note that the options offered may change. A full list of current options is available on the course website:  
ppe.ox.ac.uk/structure.

Assessment 
First University examinations: three written 
papers

Assessment 
Final University examinations: eight papers, typically assessed by 
written examination, but in some cases by coursework. One of these 
eight papers may be a thesis/supervised dissertation. 

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/ugppe

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Course details:
www.ppe.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 288564
ppeadmissions@socsci.ox.ac.uk

www.philosophy.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 276926
enquiries@philosophy.ox.ac.uk

www.politics.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 278706
ug.studies@politics.ox.ac.uk

www.economics.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 271098
econundergrad@economics.ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer this 
course? See page 144

MORE ABOUT
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Philosophy and Theology BA 3 years

Philosophy and Theology brings together 
some of the most important approaches 
to understanding and assessing the 
intellectual claims of religion.

The study of philosophy develops 
analytical rigour and the ability to 
criticise and reason logically. It allows 
you to apply these skills to many 
contemporary and historical schools  
of thought and individual thinkers,  
and to questions ranging from how  
we acquire knowledge and form moral 
judgements to central questions in  
the philosophy of religion, including the 
existence and nature of God and the 
relevance of religion to human life.

The study of theology provides  
an understanding of the intellectual 
underpinning of religious traditions and 
of the social and cultural contexts for 
religious belief and practice. It brings 
together a wide range of skills and 
disciplines, historical, textual, linguistic, 
sociological, literary-critical and 
philosophical.

Central to this degree is a 
recognition that the parallel study of 
these related disciplines leads to a 
deeper understanding of each.

The Philosophy Faculty is the largest 
in the UK and one of the largest in the 
world. Many faculty members have a 
worldwide reputation, and its library 
and other facilities are acknowledged 
as among the best in the country.

Members of the Faculty of 
Theology and Religion include more 

than 100 academics ranging from 
experts in the ancient languages and 
literature of the world’s religions to 
historians and systematic theologians. 
The faculty’s reputation and excellent 
library facilities attract scholars from  
all over the world.

A typical week
Your weekly timetable will be divided 
usually between one or two tutorials, 
which may take place at your college 
or at the college of a specialist tutor. A 
large part of your week will be spent in 
independent study preparing essays 
for tutorials. You will also attend about 
four to six lectures each week as well 
as classes for some topics, all of which 
take place in the faculty or central 
University buildings. 

What are tutors looking for?
In interviews, tutors look for  
interest in the proposed fields of  
study, a critical and analytical  
approach to abstract questions  
and the ability to defend a viewpoint  
by reasoned argument. You may be  
asked to consider a philosophical or 
ethical question or to study a brief 
text. Whatever the subject of 
discussion, interviewers are interested 
in how you think and how you 
approach questions. Students are not 
expected to have prior subject 
knowledge.  
ox.ac.uk/criteria

UCAS code: VV56
Entrance requirements
A-levels: AAA
Advanced Highers: AA/AAB
IB: 39 (including core points) with 
666 at HL
Or any other equivalent
A subject involving essay writing to A-level, 
Advanced Higher, Higher Level in the IB or 
another equivalent can be helpful to 
students in completing this course, 
although this is not required for admission.
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 48%
Successful: 20%
Intake: 30
How to apply
  � Tests: Philosophy Test. For test 

date and registration details: 
ox.ac.uk/phil

  � Written work: one piece 
ox.ac.uk/writwork

Applicants for this course may be 
interviewed or offered a place for 
Theology and Religion (see p140).
Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding 
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P&T CAREERS
Philosophy and Theology graduates 
have secured wide-ranging positions  
as authors, writers, newspaper and 
periodical editors, academics and 
teachers. Recent graduates include a 
barrister, a member of a political think 
tank, a student at the Royal Academy  
of Music and a marketing executive for 
a philanthropy adviser. Others have 
entered careers such as commerce, 
banking, financial services and 
communications. 

John, now a QC says: ‘I could not 
recommend Philosophy and Theology  
at Oxford more highly. It was such a 
wide-ranging ‘Liberal Arts’ type degree 
with so many subject options. On a 
practical level theology encourages deep 
thought and creative thinking whilst my 
philosophical tutors taught me to 
question and doubt every claim. That 
was an ideal preparation for the Bar.’ 

year 1 years 2 and 3

Courses 
Four papers are taken:
	· The figure of Jesus through the centuries
	· General philosophy
	· Logic and moral philosophy
	· One of the following:

	– Introduction to the study of the Bible
	– Religion and religions
	– New Testament Greek
	– Biblical Hebrew
	– Qur’anic Arabic
	– Church Latin
	– Pali
	– Sanskrit

Courses 
Students take eight papers, either five in Philosophy and three in 
Theology, or five in Theology and three in Philosophy, or four in each. 
A thesis in either subject may be offered as one of these.
All students study:
	· Early modern philosophy or Knowledge and reality
	· Ethics or Plato’s Republic or Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics
	· Philosophy of religion

Remaining papers are chosen from a wide range of options in 
Philosophy and Theology. Students may choose freely from Theology 
papers that cover:
	· Biblical studies
	· Systematic theology and ethics
	· History of religions (Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam and 

Judaism)
	· Religion and religions (Contemporary Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam and 

Judaism)

The options listed above are illustrative and may change. More information about current options is available on the 
course websites (details above).

Assessment 
First University examinations: four papers 
each assessed by written examination 

Assessment 
Final University examinations: eight papers (assessed either by written 
examination or by submitted coursework, depending upon the option), 
or seven papers plus a thesis

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/ugpt

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Course details:
www.philosophy.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 276926
enquiries@philosophy.ox.ac.uk

www.theology.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 270790
general.administrator@theology.
ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer this 
course? See page 144

MORE ABOUT
Choosing to read Philosophy and 
Theology was a controversial 
choice in my heavily science-based 
school – many of my friends 
were confused why I was taking 
what they believed to be an ‘old-
fashioned’ degree – however, they 
could not have been more wrong. 
My experience of joint honours has 
been one of a steady introduction 
to logical, creative thinking with an 
overarching emphasis on empathy 
for those of all different faiths and 
creeds. I sincerely believe it is one 
of the most pertinent degrees 
given current affairs, because, most 
importantly of all, it is about how to 
think. � MEGAN

FROM A P&T STUDENT
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Physics is concerned with the study of 
the universe from the smallest to the 
largest scale; it is about unravelling its 
complexities to discover the way it is  
and how it works. Discoveries in physics 
have formed the foundation of countless 
technological advances and play an 
important role in many scientific areas. 
Many techniques used in medical imaging, 
nanotechnology and quantum computing 
are derived from physics instrumentation. 
Even the world wide web was a spin-off 
from the information processing and 
communications requirements of high-
energy particle physics. The contributions 
of physics to solving global problems such 
as energy production, environmental 
protection, global warming and public 
health are essential and have an 
enormous impact on our society.

Oxford has one of the largest 
university physics departments in the  
UK, with an outstanding and very diverse 
research programme in six sub-
departments:
• Astrophysics
• �Atmospheric, Oceanic and Planetary 

Physics
• Atomic and Laser Physics
• �Condensed Matter Physics (including 

Biophysics)
• Particle Physics
• Theoretical Physics.

Physics at Oxford is challenging and 
mathematical with a strong emphasis on 
fundamental concepts such as optics and 
relativity. There are two undergraduate 
courses, an MPhys and the BA. All 
applicants apply for the four-year MPhys 
in the first instance. The fourth-year 
MPhys option courses bring you to the 
threshold of current research, and can 
lead to subject specialism. The 
department is equipped with state-of-
the-art lecture facilities and teaching 

laboratories. Tutorials give students direct 
and regular access to physicists actively 
involved in research, and provide an 
opportunity to explore scientific ideas 
with experts in the field.

Project work
In the third year, all students carry out a 
short project in the teaching 
laboratories. Students on both the BA 
and MPhys have the opportunity to do 
industry projects investigating a real 
physics problem. There is further 
flexibility to undertake computational 
and experimental projects. A wide 
choice of fourth-year MPhys projects  
is available across all six physics sub-
departments.

A typical week
In the first year your time will be equally 
divided between mathematics and 
physics, with about ten lectures and 
two tutorials plus one day a week 
working on experimental physics in the 
practical laboratories. In the second and 
third years the core and mainstream 
physics topics are covered in tutorials 
and small group classes. Practical work 
is also done during the year. In the 
fourth year you will take two major 
options and the MPhys project.

What are tutors looking for?
Tutors are looking for enthusiastic and 
highly-motivated students with the ability 
to apply basic principles to unfamiliar 
situations. The language of physics is 
mathematics, and formulating physical 
theories requires new mathematical 
structures. Therefore, the tutors are  
also looking for a good level of 
mathematical competence and the ability 
to formulate a problem in mathematical 
terms and then extract the physical 
consequences from the solution.  
ox.ac.uk/criteria

Physics MPhys 4 years

UCAS code: F303 
Entrance requirements
A-levels: A*AA to include 
Mathematics and Physics. The A* 
must be in Mathematics, Physics or 
Further Mathematics.
Advanced Highers: AA/AAB
IB: 39 (including core points) with 
766 at HL (the 7 should be in either 
Physics or Mathematics)
Or any other equivalent
Candidates are expected to have Physics 
and Mathematics to A-level, Advanced 
Higher, Higher Level in the IB or another 
equivalent. The inclusion of a Maths 
Mechanics module is also highly 
recommended. Further Mathematics can 
be helpful to candidates in completing this 
course, although this is not required for 
admission.
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 36%
Successful: 14%
Intake: 181
How to apply
  � Tests: PAT. For test date and 

registration details: ox.ac.uk/pat
  Written work: none required

Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding
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Physics CAREERS
More than 40% of Physics graduates go 
on to study for a higher degree, leading 
to careers in universities or in industry or 
in research and development, technical 
consultancy, manufacturing, and science 
education. Many others enter professions 
unrelated to Physics, such as finance and 
business, where the analytical and 
problem-solving skills they have 
developed are highly sought after.

All about  
Oxford physics
Visit www.physics.
ox.ac.uk/study-here 
to get the inside view from 
current Physics students.

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/ugphysics

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Course details:
www.physics.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 272200
enquiries@physics.ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer this 
course? See page 144

year 1 year 2 year 3 year 4

Current courses 
	· Classical mechanics 

and special relativity
	· Electromagnetism, 

circuit theory and 
optics

	· Mathematical 
methods

	· Differential 
equations and 
waves

Short options, for 
example:
	· Astronomy
	· Complex analysis
	· Quantum ideas

Current courses 
	· Thermal physics
	· Electromagnetism and 

optics
	· Quantum physics
	· Mathematical methods

Short options, for example:
	· Classical mechanics
	· Climate physics
	· Introduction to biological 

physics

Current courses 
	· Fluids 
	· Symmetry and relativity 
	· Atomic and laser physics
	· Nuclear and particle 

physics 
	· General relativity 
	· Condensed matter physics
	· Computational and 

experimental projects
Short options, for example:
	· Advanced quantum 

mechanics
	· Classical mechanics
	· Plasma physics

Research 
Project and two option 
courses:
	· MPhys project

Current major options:
	· Astrophysics
	· Laser science and 

quantum information 
processing

	· Condensed matter
	· Particle physics
	· Atmospheres and 

oceans
	· Theoretical physics
	· Biological physics

The options listed above are illustrative and may change. More information about current options is available on the 
course website (details above).

Assessment 
First University 
examinations: four 
written papers; short 
option paper; 
satisfactory laboratory 
work

Assessment 
Final University examinations, 
Part A (BA and MPhys): 
three written papers; short 
option paper; laboratory work;
individual presentation

Assessment 
Final University examinations, 
Part B: MPhys: Part A plus up 
to five written papers, short 
option paper, mini project, 
laboratory work; BA: Part A 
plus up to four written 
papers, short option paper, 
mini project, laboratory work, 
project report, optional 
industrial project 

Assessment 
Final University 
examinations, Part C 
(MPhys): project report; 
two major option papers

 MMathPhys year 4

The Physics and Mathematics Departments jointly offer an integrated master’s level course in Mathematical and 
Theoretical Physics. Physics students are able to apply for transfer to a fourth year studying entirely mathematical 
and theoretical physics, completing their degree with an MMathPhys. The course offers research-level training in: 
Particle physics, Condensed matter physics, Astrophysics, Plasma physics and Continuous media.  
mmathphys.physics.ox.ac.uk
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This course combines the most  
rigorous and fundamental subjects in  
the sciences and the arts. Physics is 
concerned with unravelling the 
complexities of the universe from the 
smallest to the largest scale. Philosophy 
deals with foundational questions of the 
most general kind: what there is, what 
we know and how we came to know it, 
and how we ought to act and structure 
our lives. Central to both subjects is the 
development and application of clear 
and precise thinking to foundational 
problems, the questioning of received 
wisdom and the critical articulation of 
ideas that aim for an understanding  
of how things are, in the broadest 
possible terms. 

Physics and philosophy are historically 
intertwined and each continues to 
contribute to developments in the other. 
Philosophy played a crucial role in the  
two revolutions of 20th-century physics – 
namely, relativity and quantum mechanics 
– and continues to contribute both to 
foundational research in theoretical physics 
and to the articulation and critique of 
scientific method. Conversely, discoveries 
in physics provide profound implications 
for philosophical inquiry, such as the nature 
of space and time and the behaviour of 
matter at the quantum realm. Students on 
this course can expect to investigate not 
only central developments in both 
subjects, but also this interplay.

Oxford has one of the largest physics 
departments in the UK, with over 100 
academics leading research that spans the 
breadth of physics. This expertise ensures 
the curriculum is updated in the light of 
developments in research. The Philosophy 
Faculty is the largest in the UK, with more 
than 70 full-time members; it admits 
around 450 undergraduates annually to 
read the various degrees involving 
Philosophy.  

The Oxford research group in Philosophy 
of physics is the largest in the world, with 
interests ranging from classical space–time 
theories and foundations of classical 
statistical mechanics, to quantum 
mechanics, quantum field theory and 
quantum gravity.

Philosophy of physics runs through the 
first three years of the course. In the first 
year students delve into 18th-century 
investigations into matter and motion; in 
Years 2 and 3 they investigate the 
philosophical foundations of relativity and 
quantum mechanics.

The fourth-year MPhysPhil options 
bring you to the threshold of current 
research. In this year students may 
specialise in either Physics or Philosophy, 
or continue with a combination, including 
advanced study in the Philosophy of 
physics. Alternatively, students may 
complete the course in three years,  
leaving with a BA.

A typical week
Your work will be divided between 
independent study, tutorials, two or 
three classes and about ten lectures 
each week. Independent study (reading 
for and writing essays, and completing 
problem sets) will take up the majority 
of your working time. Tutorials typically 
take the form of two to four students 
discussing themes arising from essays  
or problem sets with a tutor in the 
students’ college. Lectures and classes 
are typically held in either the 
Department of Physics or the  
Faculty of Philosophy.

What are tutors looking for?
Anyone who has an interest in general 
questions about the nature of science, 
mathematics, the mind, knowledge or 
truth has an interest in philosophy. No 
more than that is needed – you are not 
disadvantaged if you have not studied 

Physics and Philosophy MPhysPhil 4 years

UCAS code: VF53
Entrance requirements
A-levels: A*AA to include 
Mathematics and Physics. The A* 
must be in Mathematics, Physics or 
Further Mathematics.
Advanced Highers: AA/AAB
IB: 39 (including core points) with 
766 at HL (the 7 should be in either 
Physics or Mathematics)
Or any other equivalent
Candidates are expected to have Physics 
and Mathematics to A-level, Advanced 
Higher, Higher Level in the IB or another 
equivalent. The inclusion of a Maths 
Mechanics module would also be highly 
recommended. Further Mathematics can 
be helpful to candidates in completing this 
course, although this is not required for 
admission.
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 30%
Successful: 9%
Intake: 14
How to apply
  � Tests: PAT. For test date and 

registration details: 
ox.ac.uk/pat

  Written work: none required
Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding 

Application information: If your 
application for Physics and Philosophy 
is unsuccessful you will be considered 
for Physics. If you do not want to be 
considered for Physics, please make 
this clear at interview.
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MMathPhys year 4

The Physics and Mathematics Departments jointly offer an integrated master’s level course in Mathematical and 
Theoretical Physics. Physics and Philosophy students are able to apply for transfer to a fourth year studying entirely 
mathematical and theoretical physics, completing their degree with an MMathPhys. The course offers research-level 
training in: Particle physics, Condensed matter physics, Astrophysics, Plasma physics and Continuous media. 
mmathphys.physics.ox.ac.uk
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year 1 year 2 year 3 year 4

Current courses 
	· Physics

	– �Classical 
mechanics 
and special 
relativity

	– �Mathematical 
methods

	– �Differential 
equations and 
waves

	· Philosophy
	– �Elements of 
deductive logic

	– �General 
philosophy

	– �Introductory 
philosophy of 
physics

Current courses 
	· Physics

	– Thermal physics
	– Electromagnetism
	– Quantum physics
	– �Mathematical 
methods

	– Physics practicals
	· Philosophy

	– �Early modern 
philosophy or 
Knowledge and 
reality

	– �Philosophy of 
special relativity

Current courses 
Core topics:
	· Physics – choose two of the following:

	– Symmetry and relativity
	– General relativity
	– Classical mechanics

	· Philosophy – compulsory topics:
	– Philosophy of science
	– Philosophy of quantum mechanics

Extra subjects, choose:
	· Either two Physics papers and/or  

projects from: 
	– The remaining core subject not chosen 
	– Atomic and laser physics
	– Computational and experimental projects
	– Condensed matter physics
	– Fluids
	– Nuclear and particle physics

	· Or one Philosophy paper from a range of 
options

Research 
Three units chosen 
in any combination 
from the lists for 
Physics and 
Philosophy, 
including an 
advanced  
Philosophy of 
physics option.

The options listed above are illustrative and may change. More information about current options is available on the 
course websites (details above).

Assessment 
First University 
examinations: 
three written 
papers in Physics; 
two written papers 
in Philosophy

Assessment 
Final University 
examinations, Part A: 
three papers in 
Physics; satisfactory 
lab work

Assessment 
Final University examinations, Part B: three or 
four written papers in Philosophy; two or four 
subjects in Physics

Assessment 
Final University 
examinations, Part 
C: a mix of three 
written papers and 
essays, or thesis (in 
Philosophy), or 
project (in Physics)

Requirements and applying: ox.ac.uk/ugpp

2020 Open Days: 1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Course details:
www.philosophy-of-physics.ox.ac.uk

www.physics.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 272200
enquires@physics.ox.ac.uk

www.philosophy.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 276926
enquiries@philosophy.ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer this course?  
See page 144

MORE ABOUT
Philosophy before. Philosophy 
tutors will be looking for a critical 
and analytical approach to 
abstract questions and an ability 
to defend a point of view by 
reasoned argument.

The Physics tutors will ask you 
the same style of questions about 
mathematics and physics as they 
ask Physics applicants, to 
determine your mathematical  
and problem-solving ability and 
potential for further study (see 
Physics, page 130).  
ox.ac.uk/criteria

P&P CAREERS
Graduates in Physics and 
Philosophy offer an unusual and 
valuable combination of skills to 
employers in commerce and 
industry. Almost 40% go on to 
study for a higher degree; some 
will enter science professions such 
as research and development, or 
technical roles in industry; many 
others enter professions unrelated 
to the course, such as the public 
sector, including the Civil and 
Diplomatic Services.
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Psychology has been defined as the 
science of mental life, and its scope 
includes a wide variety of issues. It 
addresses such questions as: how do  
we perceive colours? How do children 
acquire language? What predisposes  
two people to get on with each other? 
What causes schizophrenia?

Psychology at Oxford is a scientific 
discipline, involving the rigorous 
formulation and testing of ideas.  
It works through experiments and 
systematic observation rather than 
introspection.

The Oxford Experimental Psychology 
Department is widely regarded as one of 
the leading psychology departments in 
the UK. The department’s size and its 
commitment to excellence in teaching 
and research means there are typically 
four or five research seminars each week, 
in addition to undergraduate lectures and 
classes. At present, there are particularly 
strong research groups in the fields of 
human cognitive processes, neuroscience, 
language, developmental psychology, 
social psychology and psychological 
disorders.

A wide choice of research projects  
is available to students in their final  
year, including projects based in other 
departments and outside the University. 
Experimental Psychology has excellent 
facilities and very close links with 
neuroscience, including neurophysiology 
and neurology, as well as the Philosophy 
and Linguistics Departments. Students 
benefit from the department being one 
of the UK’s most active centres for 
psychological research, with an 
outstanding international reputation.

A typical week
•	��Terms 1 and 2: about six lectures 

and two to three tutorials
•	��Terms 3-8: usually six lectures, one 

to two tutorials and one practical 
class. You will also carry out your 
own research project and be given 
the opportunity to write a 
dissertation and undertake 
independent research.

•	��Term 9: typically two revision 
lectures or tutorials and final 
examinations

What are tutors looking for?
In addition to a very good academic 
record, tutors are keen to see whether 
you appreciate the scope of scientific 
psychology. They will also want to 
check whether you can evaluate 
evidence, are able to consider issues 
from different perspectives, have a 
capacity for logical and creative 
thinking, appreciate the importance of 
empirical evidence in supporting 
arguments, and could cope with the 
quantitative demands of the course. 
ox.ac.uk/criteria

Psychology CAREERS
Experimental Psychology graduates  
enter a wide range of careers including 
professional psychology, education, 
research, medicine, the health services, 
finance, commerce, industry, the media 
and information technology. 

This degree is accredited by the British 
Psychological Society for the Graduate 
Basis for Chartered Membership, 
provided you achieve the minimum 
standard of second-class honours. 

Psychology (Experimental) BA 3 years

UCAS code: C830
Entrance requirements
A-levels: A*AA
Advanced Highers: AA/AAB
IB: 39 (including core points) with 
766 at HL
Or any other equivalent
It is highly recommended for candidates to 
have studied one or more science subjects 
(which can include Psychology) or 
Mathematics to A-level, Advanced Higher, 
Higher Level in the IB or another 
equivalent. Candidates are recommended 
to have an A/7 or above in GCSE 
Mathematics (where GCSEs are taken).
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 39%
Successful: 14%
Intake: 53  
How to apply
  � Tests: TSA. For test date and 

registration details: ox.ac.uk/tsa
  Written work: none required

Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding
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During her time as a Client 
Consultant at Nunwood, Rachel said: 
‘Since graduating I have worked for 
two large market research 
companies specialising in brands and 
advertising research. My degree 
helped me to develop my analytical 
skills as well as gaining project 
management experience, which 
have been invaluable in my chosen 
career path.’

Whilst working as a graduate 
research assistant at Oxford’s 
Department of Experimental 
Psychology, Lauren said: ‘Studying EP 
gave me the opportunity to conduct 
my own research project from its 
inception, from recruiting participants, 
to collecting and analysing data, and 
writing it up in a report. These skills 
have been invaluable to me in my job 
as a research assistant, as it involves 
co-ordinating a large number of 
participants taking part in a 
randomised control trial, and handling 
large amounts of data.’

Terms 1 AND 2 Terms 3–5 Terms 6–9

Courses 
Three introductory courses are taken 
from:
	· Psychology
	· Philosophy
	· Linguistics
	· Neurophysiology
	· Probability theory 

and statistics
Students must sit the examination in 
Probability theory and statistics 
either at Prelims (first-year 
examinations) or as a qualifying 
examination.

Courses 
Students will study core subjects in 
Psychology covering:
	· Perception
	· Cognition
	· Behavioural neuroscience
	· Developmental science
	· Social psychology
	· Individual differences and clinical 

psychology
	· Experimental design and methods

Courses 
Students will choose:
	· Either three advanced options
	· Or two advanced options and a 

dissertation.
Students carry out practical work in 
Psychology:
	· Lab-based ‘block’ practicals
	· Research project

The options listed above are 
illustrative and may change. More 
information about current options is 
available on the course website 
(details above).

Assessment 
First University examinations: three 
written papers

Assessment 
Final University examinations, Part I: 
four written papers, covering all core 
subjects; practical portfolio

Assessment 
Final University examinations, Part II: 
research project; practical portfolio;
three written papers (or two written 
papers and a library dissertation)

  

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/ugpsych

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Course details:
www.psy.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 271353
admissions@psy.ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer this 
course? See page 144

MORE ABOUT

TOP-RANKED
DEPARTMENT IN THE UK

Oxford Psychology is ranked 
No. 1 in the 2020 Complete 
University Guide subject tables.

world-leading 
research

Oxford Psychology achieved 
outstanding results in the 
most recent (2014) Research 
Excellence Framework. Not only 
were we ranked first place in 
the UK for the overall quality of 
our submission, with the highest 
proportion of world-leading 
research, we also scored 100% 
for the quality of our research 
and training environment. 
www.psy.ox.ac.uk/about-us

The struture of this course is currently under review. Up-to-date details on any course changes can be found on the website  
(see above).
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Course combinations

Although it is possible to study papers from 
all three PPL subject areas as part of this 
course (subject to college approval), you 
must apply to specialise in two of the three:

Psychology and Philosophy� CV85
Psychology and Linguistics � CQ81
Philosophy and Linguistics � VQ51

A list of colleges that accept each 
combination of the PPL degree can be 
found at: www.psy.ox.ac.uk/ugcol.

Psychology, philosophy and linguistics are 
closely interrelated disciplines, so studying 
a combination of them allows students to 
explore different aspects of each subject, 
resulting in a very varied and dynamic 
course. Psychology addresses such 
questions as: how do we perceive 
colours? How do children acquire 
language? What predisposes two people 
to get on with each other? What causes 
schizophrenia? Philosophy is concerned 
with a wide range of questions including 
ethics, knowledge and the nature of 
mind. Linguistics is the study of language 
in all its aspects, including the structure  
of languages, meaning (semantics), 
pronunciation, and how people 
understand, mentally represent and 
generate language.

Psychology at Oxford is a scientific 
discipline, involving the rigorous 
formulation and testing of ideas. It works 
through experiments and systematic 
observation rather than introspection. 
The Oxford Experimental Psychology 
Department is widely regarded as one of 
the leading psychology departments in 
the UK. At present, there are particularly 
strong groups in the fields of human 
cognitive processes, neuroscience, 
language, developmental psychology, 
social psychology and psychological 
disorders.

The Oxford Philosophy Faculty is the 

largest philosophy department in the UK, 
and one of the largest in the world. 
Philosophy at Oxford has active interests 
in the philosophy of language and of logic, 
philosophy of mind and the philosophy of 
science, and has very close links with 
those working in neuroscience and 
psychology.

The Faculty of Linguistics, Philology and 
Phonetics brings together scholars 
working in theoretical and descriptive 
linguistics (especially syntax, semantics 
and phonology), experimental phonetics, 
psycholinguistics, linguistics of the 
Romance languages, historical linguistics 
and comparative philology. Unlike other 
subjects in the humanities, it includes  
two scientific research laboratories –  
the Language and Brain Laboratory and 
the Phonetics Laboratory.

A typical week
•	��Terms 1 and 2: about six lectures and 

two to three tutorials
•	��Terms 3-9: about six lectures, one to 

two tutorials and one practical class. 
You may also do independent 
research by carrying out your own 
research project, library dissertation 
or thesis.

What are tutors looking for?
In addition to a very good academic 
record, tutors are keen to see whether 
you appreciate the scope of the two 
subjects that you have chosen to apply 
for. They will also want to check whether 
you can evaluate evidence and are able 
to consider issues from different 
perspectives. It’s also important to have 
a capacity for logical and creative 
thinking, appreciate the importance  
of empirical evidence in supporting 
arguments, and be able to cope with  
the quantitative demands of the course. 
ox.ac.uk/criteria

Psychology, Philosophy and Linguistics (PPL) BA 3 years

UCAS codes: see combinations
Entrance requirements
A-levels: A*AA
Advanced Highers: AA/AAB
IB: 39 (including core points) with 
766 at HL
Or any other equivalent
For Psychology, it is highly recommended 
for candidates to have studied one or more 
science subjects (which can include 
Psychology) or Mathematics to A-level, 
Advanced Higher, Higher Level in the IB or 
any other equivalent. For Linguistics, it is 
helpful for candidates to have studied 
English Language, Mathematics, a science 
or any other language. Candidates are 
recommended to have an A/7 or above in 
GCSE Mathematics (where GCSEs are 
taken).
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 42%
Successful: 14%
Intake: 33
How to apply
  � Tests: TSA and MLAT (for course 

combinations with Linguistics 
only). For test date and registration 
details: ox.ac.uk/tsa and  
ox.ac.uk/mlat.

  Written work: none required
Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding
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PPL CAREERS
Psychology, Philosophy and Linguistics 
graduates can enter a wide range of careers 
including professional psychology, education, 
research, medicine, the health services, 
finance, commerce, industry, the media and 
information technology. 

If Psychology constitutes at least 50% of 
your course, and covers the British 
Psychological Society curriculum, and 
provided you achieve the minimum standard 
of second-class honours, your degree is 
accredited as conferring eligibility for the 
Graduate Basis for Chartered Membership of 
the British Psychological Society. This is 
normally the first step towards becoming a 
Chartered Psychologist.

Terms 1 AND 2 Terms 3–9

Courses 
Three introductory 
courses are taken from:
	· Psychology
	· Philosophy
	· Linguistics
	· Neurophysiology
	· Probability theory  

and statistics

Students studying 
Psychology must sit  
the examination in 
Probability theory and 
statistics either at 
Prelims (first-year 
examinations) or as a 
qualifying examination.

Courses 
After the second term, students can continue to follow a bipartite degree (Psychology 
and Philosophy, Psychology and Linguistics, or Philosophy and Linguistics) or, exceptionally 
and subject to their college’s approval, a tripartite degree (Psychology, Philosophy and 
Linguistics).

Students choosing Psychology will study a choice of core subjects in terms 3–5, plus a 
course in Experimental design and methods, followed by one, two or three advanced 
Psychology options in terms 6–8.

Students choosing Philosophy take three to five courses in Philosophy, from a wide range 
including Philosophy of mind and Philosophy of cognitive science. 

Students choosing Linguistics take three to five courses in Linguistics. For further details, 
see the Paper A and Paper B options at www.ling-phil.ox.ac.uk/fhs-ppl. 

Students opting for a bipartite degree may take a single paper in the third subject. 
Students who are exceptionally permitted to take the tripartite degree must take at least 
two courses in each of the three subjects of Psychology, Philosophy and Linguistics.

The options listed above are illustrative and may change. More information about current 
options is available on the Psychology Department’s website (details above).

Assessment 
First University 
examinations: three 
written papers

Assessment 
Final University examinations: eight papers; two practical portfolios (for Psychology); a 
research project or thesis may also be taken (depending upon the combination of courses).
Students choosing Psychology take the equivalent of two written papers in Psychology in 
the second year based on the core subject areas (see Experimental Psychology, page 134).

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/ugppl

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Course details:
www.psy.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 271353
admissions@psy.ox.ac.uk

www.philosophy.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 276926
enquiries@philosophy.ox.ac.uk

www.ling-phil.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 280400
enquiries@ling-phil.ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer this 
course? See page 144

MORE ABOUT

TOP-RANKED
DEPARTMENT IN THE UK

Oxford Psychology is ranked 
No. 1 in the 2020 Complete 
University Guide subject tables 
and achieved outstanding results
in the most recent (2014) 
Research Excellent Framework
For more details see: 
www.psy.ox.ac.uk/about-us.

The struture of this course is currently under review. Up-to-date details on any course changes can be found on the website  
(see above).
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The course in Religion and Oriental 
Studies offers students an in-depth 
understanding of a number of the world’s 
great religious traditions including 
Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam 
and Judaism. To engage with all the 
different aspects of the course, you will 
have to become something of a historian 
and a philosopher, a textual and literary 
critic, and an accomplished linguist. These 
disciplines together, not only enable 
students to appreciate the qualities of 
religions that can be radically different 
from those in Western societies, but also 
equip graduates with the analytical and 
critical abilities to embark on a wide 
range of careers.

Religion and Oriental Studies enables 
students to study the major world 
religions and their primary languages. It 
provides them with an understanding of 
the intellectual underpinning of religious 
traditions, and of the social and cultural 
contexts for religious beliefs and 
practices. Students can also explore 
topics such as the relationship between 
religions and science, and the place of 
religious ethics in public life. 

Between them, the Faculties of 
Theology and Religion and of Oriental 
Studies include more than 270 
academics, ranging from experts in the 
ancient languages and literature of the 
world’s religions to church historians and 
systematic theologians. The reputations 
of both faculties, together with Oxford’s 
excellent library facilities, attract scholars 
from all over the world.

A typical week
Your typical weekly timetable will be 
divided between one or two tutorials 
and up to six lectures each week. 
Throughout the course and particularly 
in your first year, you will attend at 
least three (and often more) language 
classes each week. A large part of your 
week will be spent in independent 
study to prepare for language classes 
and for tutorials.

What are tutors looking for?
Admissions tutors will be keen to find out 
about your linguistic aptitude and your 
commitment to a wide-ranging course. 
They will be looking for an ability to think 
clearly, form sound arguments and listen 
and respond to counterarguments. You 
may be asked to consider a sample 
language or a philosophical or ethical 
question, or to study a brief text; but 
whatever the subject of discussion, 
interviewers are interested in how you 
think and how you approach questions. 
Students are not expected to have prior 
knowledge of the subject or language.  
ox.ac.uk/criteria

RELOS CAREERS
Oxford graduates in Religion and Oriental 
Studies can expect to go on to careers as 
diverse as the law, social work, the 
media, journalism, publishing, banking, 
management consultancy, accountancy, 
personnel management, teaching, the 
police force and the arts. Employers 
often look favourably on Oxford 
graduates who have learned oriental 
languages.

Religion and Oriental Studies BA 3 years

UCAS code: VT69
Entrance requirements
A-levels: AAA
Advanced Highers: AA/AAB
IB: 38 (including core points) with 
666 at HL
Or any other equivalent
Experience of studying a language, and a 
subject involving essay writing, to either 
A-level, Advanced Higher, Higher Level in 
the IB or another equivalent can be helpful 
to students in completing this course, 
although they are not required for 
admission. Students are not expected to 
have studied any Oriental Language before.
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 74%
Successful: 35%
Intake: 3
How to apply
  � Tests: Judaism/Islam only: OLAT. 

For test date and registration 
details ox.ac.uk/olat

  � Written work: one piece 
ox.ac.uk/writwork

Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding 
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Religion and Oriental Studies is a 
rewarding subject if you like the 
combination of essay writing and 
language learning. You have the option 
to choose a broad range of topics 
offered by the Theology and Religion 
Faculty from history of early Christianity, 
to mysticism, to psychology of religion, 
while the Oriental Studies Department 
provides you with a thorough learning 
of the religious language of your choice. 
For me, this is Sanskrit, for which I 
have five hours of tuition every week. I 
balance this with modules from Religion: 
Nature of religion and the Gospels and 
Jesus to name a few. The tutors also 
offer the chance to let you specialise in 
a topic of your own interest by offering 
tailored supervision for your dissertation. 
This can also be multi-disciplinary as 
you have two faculties to explore your 
interests. � PUJA-ARTI

YEar 1 years 2 and 3

Courses 
	· Religion and religions 
	· One of the following 

languages, each of which have 
three assessment 
components:

	– Greek
	– Hebrew
	– Arabic
	– Tibetan
	– Hindi
	– Pali
	– Sanskrit

Courses 
Students specialise in the study of a religion, particularly through the study of its 
texts in their original languages. Students specialising in Buddhism, Hinduism, 
Islam or Judaism usually continue studying in the language they began to learn in 
their first year. Students specialising in Eastern Christianity take up either Syriac 
or Armenian in their second year, usually having prepared by studying Greek in 
their first year.
Students take seven papers, three in Oriental Studies and three in Religion; the 
seventh may be chosen from either Oriental Studies or Religion. 
In addition, all students must prepare a 12,000-word thesis on a topic of their 
choice, which may be chosen from either Oriental Studies or Religion.

 

The options listed above are illustrative and may change; not all languages are available every year. More information 
about current options is available on the course websites (details above).

Assessment 
First University examinations: 
four papers assessed by written 
and (depending on the option) 
oral examination

Assessment 
Final University examinations: seven papers (assessed either by written 
examination or by submitted coursework, depending upon the option), plus a 
thesis

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/ugrelos

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Oriental Studies Open Day:
2 May 2020 – booking required
orinst.web.ox.ac.uk/article/open-days

Course details:
www.theology.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 270790
general.administrator@theology.ox.ac.uk

www.orinst.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 278312
undergraduate.administrator@orinst.ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer this course?  
See page 144

MORE ABOUTFROM A RELOS  
STUDENT
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Theology and Religion BA 3 years

Theology is an ancient intellectual 
discipline, with continuing and momentous 
social significance around the world today. 
Students gain an understanding of the 
intellectual underpinning of religious 
traditions, and of the social and cultural 
contexts for religious belief and practice. 
In order to engage fully with the questions 
raised by the critical study of Theology 
and Religion, you will have to become 
something of a historian and a 
philosopher, a textual and literary critic, 
and a linguist. The range of disciplines that 
may be encountered on the course makes 
study vibrant and challenging and means 
that our graduates are versatile and 
equipped with a variety of skills.

Oxford has been at the very heart of 
religious debate, reform and turmoil in the 
British Isles for eight centuries, and so the 
faculty here wears a mantle of history not 
available in many other universities. At the 
same time Theology and Religion at 
Oxford is embracing its 21st century 
context: students have the opportunity to 
study five major world religions and their 
primary languages. They can also explore 
the relationship between religion and 
science, the philosophy of religion and the 
place of religious ethics in public life. 

On completion of this course you will 
have gained knowledge and understanding 
of several religious traditions. You will 
have thought about what a religion is and 
how to approach learning about it. You 
will have studied the Hebrew Bible and 
the New Testament, the development of 
Christian doctrine in its historical context, 
and the thought of modern theologians. In 
doing so you will be required to study a 
wide variety of texts, which will develop 
your critical, analytical and comparative 
skills. You will also acquire competence in 
at least one of six languages and should 
find that being able to read sacred texts in 

their original language is a deeply 
satisfying experience.

Members of the Faculty of Theology 
and Religion include more than 100 
academics ranging from experts in the 
ancient languages and literature of the 
world’s religions to church historians and 
systematic theologians. The faculty’s 
reputation and excellent library facilities 
attract scholars from all over the world.

A typical week
Your weekly timetable will be divided 
between one or two tutorials, and a 
large part of your week will be spent in 
independent study to prepare for 
tutorials. In addition you will attend up 
to six lectures each week. In the first 
year this will include three hours of 
language instruction each week. Some 
course options in the second and third 
years are also taught in small classes 
instead of, or in addition to, tutorials.

What are tutors looking for?
Tutors consider your whole application 
very carefully. They look for evidence of  
a consistently excellent academic record, 
for example in GCSEs or other 
examination results. Your submitted piece 
of work should demonstrate your ability 
to construct an argument and to 
communicate your ideas in clear written 
English. Your UCAS personal statement 
should focus on your academic reasons 
for wishing to study Theology and 
Religion; references should comment 
primarily on academic performance.

At interview, tutors will look for your 
ability to think clearly, form sound 
arguments and listen and respond to 
counterarguments; your openness to 
learning; evidence of your enthusiasm  
and motivation for the course; and your 
oral communication skills.  
ox.ac.uk/criteria

UCAS code: V600
Entrance requirements
A-levels: AAA
Advanced Highers: AA/AAB
IB: 38 (including core points) with 
666 at HL
Or any other equivalent
A subject involving essay writing to A-level, 
Advanced Higher, Higher Level in the IB or 
another equivalent can be helpful to 
students in completing this course, 
although this is not required for admission.
3-year average (2017–19)
Interviewed: 66%
Successful: 34%
Intake: 34
How to apply

  Tests: none required
   Written work: one piece

	 ox.ac.uk/writwork
Fees, living costs and funding
Page 186 and ox.ac.uk/funding
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theology CAREERS
While some Theology and Religion graduates 
go on to further academic study, others 
have pursued a wide variety of careers, 
including education, government and the 
public sector, commerce, finance, charitable 
organisations and religious ministry. See 
theology.ox.ac.uk for more information 
about careers.

Rob says of his work as a manager in 
Accenture: ‘People are always surprised when 
I tell them what my degree was! However,  
it really helped shape my analytical skills 
through the tutorial system. The breadth of 
subject matter in Theology prepared me for 
the different subjects I encounter each day 
as a management consultant.’

Chris Bryant MP says: ‘The intellectual 
discipline of theology, its focus on the big 
philosophical and existential issues of 
humanity and its insight into people from 
different cultures, perspectives, religions and 
political beliefs has been immensely useful 
throughout my working life.’

FROM A T&R
STUDENT

year 1 years 2 and 3

Courses 
Four papers are taken:
	· Religion and religions
	· Introduction to the study of the Bible
	· The figure of Jesus through the centuries
	· One of the following languages:

	– New Testament Greek
	– Biblical Hebrew
	– Qur’anic Arabic
	– Church Latin
	– Pali
	– Sanskrit

Courses 
Choice of seven papers across four subject areas, from which 
students select freely:
	· Biblical studies
	· Systematic theology and ethics
	· History of religions (Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam and 

Judaism)
	· Religion and religions (Contemporary Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam 

and Judaism)
All students must also prepare a 12,000-word thesis on a topic of 
their choice  

The options listed above are illustrative and may change. More information about current options is available on the 
course website (details above).

Assessment 
First University examinations: four papers, 
each assessed by a written examination

Assessment 
Final University examinations: seven papers (assessed either by 
written examination or by submitted coursework, depending upon 
the option), plus a compulsory thesis

Requirements and applying: 
ox.ac.uk/ugtheology

2020 Open Days:
1 and 2 July and  
18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Course details:
www.theology.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 270790
general.administrator@
theology.ox.ac.uk

Which colleges offer 
this course? See page 
144

MORE ABOUT

The Oxford tutorial system is 
thoroughly enjoyable and engaging 
because it challenges you to 
defend and develop your views 
on a whole range of topics and 
authors. Being able to talk to some 
of the leading academics in the 
world really encourages you to 
reflect on your own thinking and 
writing. Theology incorporates 
such a broad range of skills that 
are transferable to many different 
situations, from literary-critical 
to historical-critical to evaluative 
skills. The subject gives you 	
great potential for academic and 
personal development. � GEMMA
  

TOP-RATED Theology 
Department IN THE UK 
and europe

and third in the world in the 
2019 QS World University 
rankings, by subject.
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Oxford’s colleges are at the heart of the Oxford student experience, and make our 
University a very special place to study and live. There are over 30 colleges and halls, 
and all undergraduate students belong to one. If you come here, you are likely to 
spend much of your time in your college, particularly in your first year.

A ready-made community 
Each of these academic communities  
is made up of academic and support staff,  
and students. All colleges and halls* provide 
a safe, supportive environment, leaving you 
free to focus on your studies, enjoy time 
with friends and make the most of the huge 
opportunities on offer. Colleges run lots of 
their own clubs and societies, and you can 
always set up your own. Intercollege sport 
and drama can be a fun way to meet people 
from other colleges. Students mix freely 
across colleges and you are welcome to have 
friends over. You will also meet other people 
from other colleges in your department and at 
university-wide events.

* Permanent Private Halls (PPHs) are similar to colleges except they are smaller, offer fewer courses 
and were founded by particular Christian denominations. Students at PPHs are members of the 
University just like students at colleges, with access to the same University facilities and activities. 

Your college essentials:
–  �Porters’ lodge (a staffed entrance and 

reception)
–  �Dining hall
–  �Lending library (often open 24/7 in term time)
–  �Student accommodation
–  �Tutors’ teaching rooms
–  �Common room (JCR) 
–  �Chapel and/or music rooms
–  �Laundry
–  �Green spaces
College facilities are generally similar, but  
have a look at how they compare on page 146. 

Junior Common Rooms (JCRs) 
Every college has its own Junior Common 
Room or JCR. This collectively refers to all the 
undergraduate students in a college. Elected 
students form the JCR committee, which 
organises lots of events and campaigns on 
behalf of the students in their college. The  
JCR also refers to a room in your college  
where you can meet friends, get a cup of  
coffee and watch TV.

What are colleges?

When you accept an offer of a place at Oxford 
you will enter into two separate contracts: one 
with the University and one with your college. 
While you are admitted by your college, you 
are awarded your degree by the University.
ox.ac.uk/oxforddegree
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College tutorial teaching 
Tutorials typically take place in your college 
with your academic tutor(s), who teach 
as well as do their own research. They are 
responsible for assessing applicants in line 
with departmental criteria and conducting 
interviews (see page 184). They decide who 
comes to their college and who they will 
teach. The other student(s) in your college 
tutorials will be from your year group, doing 
the same course as you, and will normally 
be at your college. For more on personalised 
tutorial teaching, see page 14.

Wellbeing matters 
College academic tutors support your 
academic development but you can also ask 
their advice on other things. Lots of other 
college staff, including welfare officers, help 
students settle in and are available to offer 
guidance on practical or health matters. 
Current students also actively support 
students in earlier years, sometimes as part  
of a college ‘family’ or as peer supporters 
trained by the University’s Counselling 
Service. See pages 9–10 for more.

Location of colleges 
You can see from the map (page 192) that 
the University’s colleges make up much 
of Oxford’s city centre. There is no central 
University campus. A few colleges are slightly 
further from the centre. Typically, they feel 
spacious and have large gardens, sometimes 
running alongside the river. None is more than 
a fifteen-minute walk or five-minute cycle 
ride to the main University buildings, such 
as the Bodleian Libraries. They may also be 
conveniently near privately rented student 
accommodation.

Do I pay to live in my college? 
Students pay for accommodation and food, 
although this is often heavily subsidised. Costs 
vary across colleges and are likely to increase 
annually. ox.ac.uk/collegesrentsetc
Sometimes it is possible to arrange college 
accommodation out of term time, in which 
case the cost might change. See also page 
182 on accommodation and page 186 for 
information on costs and funding support.

College pride is big, but it doesn’t get 
in the way of intercollege friendship. 
I’ve never felt so welcomed and liked 
as I do at my college.
� TAMSIN

Come and look around 
The best way to find out about colleges is to come and see them. If you can make it 
to an open day (see page 188) then you will also be able to talk to current students 
and tutors. If you will only have a short time in Oxford, try and shortlist four or five 
that offer your course before coming. For more on visiting see ox.ac.uk/ugvisit.

http://ox.ac.uk/collegesrentsetc
http://ox.ac.uk/ugvisit


144

Ba
lli

ol

Br
as

en
os

e

Ch
ris

t C
hu

rc
h

Co
rp

us
 C

hr
is

ti

Ex
et

er

H
ar

ris
 M

an
ch

es
te

r

H
er

tf
or

d

Je
su

s C
ol

le
ge

Ke
bl

e

La
dy

 M
ar

ga
re

t H
al

l

Li
nc

ol
n

M
ag

da
le

n

M
an

sfi
el

d

M
er

to
n

N
ew

 C
ol

le
ge

O
rie

l

Pe
m

br
ok

e

Q
ue

en
's 

(T
he

)

Re
ge

nt
's 

Pa
rk

St
 A

nn
e'

s

St
 B

en
et

's 
H

al
l

St
 C

at
he

rin
e'

s

St
 E

dm
un

d 
H

al
l

St
 H

ild
a'

s

St
 H

ug
h'

s

St
 Jo

hn
's

St
 P

et
er

's

So
m

er
vi

lle

Tr
in

it
y

Un
iv

er
si

ty
 C

ol
le

ge

W
ad

ha
m

W
or

ce
st

er

W
yc

lif
fe

 H
al

l

Archaeology and Anthropology        Archaeology and Anthropology
Biochemistry (Molecular and Cellular)                          Biochemistry (Molecular and Cellular)
Biology                      Biology
Biomedical Sciences                  Biomedical Sciences 
Chemistry                              Chemistry
Classical Archaeology and Ancient History                    Classical Archaeology and Ancient History
Classics                        Classics
Classics and English                 Classics and English
Classics and Modern Languages                    Classics and Modern Languages
Classics and Oriental Studies                   Classics and Oriental Studies
Computer Science                   Computer Science
Computer Science and Philosophy            Computer Science and Philosophy
Earth Sciences (Geology)        Earth Sciences (Geology)
Economics and Management                     Economics and Management
Engineering Science                            Engineering Science
English Language and Literature                                English Language and Literature
English and Modern Languages                           English and Modern Languages
European and Middle Eastern Languages                 European and Middle Eastern Languages
Fine Art              Fine Art
Geography               Geography
History                                 History
History (Ancient and Modern)                        History (Ancient and Modern)
History and Economics                 History and Economics
History and English                History and English
History and Modern Languages                            History and Modern Languages
History and Politics                             History and Politics
History of Art         History of Art
Human Sciences           Human Sciences
Law (Jurisprudence)                                Law (Jurisprudence)
Law with Law Studies in Europe                               Law with Law Studies in Europe
Materials Science        Materials Science
Mathematics                              Mathematics
Mathematics and Computer Science                    Mathematics and Computer Science
Mathematics and Philosophy                         Mathematics and Philosophy
Mathematics and Statistics                            Mathematics and Statistics
Medicine                             Medicine
Medicine (Graduate Entry)          Medicine (Graduate Entry)
Modern Languages                            Modern Languages
Modern Languages and Linguistics                           Modern Languages and Linguistics
Music                        Music
Oriental Studies             Oriental Studies
Philosophy and Modern Languages                           Philosophy and Modern Languages
Philosophy, Politics and Economics (PPE)                                 Philosophy, Politics and Economics (PPE)
Philosophy and Theology                Philosophy and Theology
Physics                              Physics
Physics and Philosophy                  Physics and Philosophy
Psychology (Experimental)                     Psychology (Experimental)
Psychology, Philosophy and Linguistics                    Psychology, Philosophy and Linguistics
Religion and Oriental Studies         Religion and Oriental Studies
Theology and Religion               Theology and Religion

 
This information is correct as of January 2020, but is subject to change.
For marked courses, available course combinations vary between colleges.

Which colleges 
offer YOUR course?
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Archaeology and Anthropology        Archaeology and Anthropology
Biochemistry (Molecular and Cellular)                          Biochemistry (Molecular and Cellular)
Biology                      Biology
Biomedical Sciences                  Biomedical Sciences 
Chemistry                              Chemistry
Classical Archaeology and Ancient History                    Classical Archaeology and Ancient History
Classics                        Classics
Classics and English                 Classics and English
Classics and Modern Languages                    Classics and Modern Languages
Classics and Oriental Studies                   Classics and Oriental Studies
Computer Science                   Computer Science
Computer Science and Philosophy            Computer Science and Philosophy
Earth Sciences (Geology)        Earth Sciences (Geology)
Economics and Management                     Economics and Management
Engineering Science                            Engineering Science
English Language and Literature                                English Language and Literature
English and Modern Languages                           English and Modern Languages
European and Middle Eastern Languages                 European and Middle Eastern Languages
Fine Art              Fine Art
Geography               Geography
History                                 History
History (Ancient and Modern)                        History (Ancient and Modern)
History and Economics                 History and Economics
History and English                History and English
History and Modern Languages                            History and Modern Languages
History and Politics                             History and Politics
History of Art         History of Art
Human Sciences           Human Sciences
Law (Jurisprudence)                                Law (Jurisprudence)
Law with Law Studies in Europe                               Law with Law Studies in Europe
Materials Science        Materials Science
Mathematics                              Mathematics
Mathematics and Computer Science                    Mathematics and Computer Science
Mathematics and Philosophy                         Mathematics and Philosophy
Mathematics and Statistics                            Mathematics and Statistics
Medicine                             Medicine
Medicine (Graduate Entry)          Medicine (Graduate Entry)
Modern Languages                            Modern Languages
Modern Languages and Linguistics                           Modern Languages and Linguistics
Music                        Music
Oriental Studies             Oriental Studies
Philosophy and Modern Languages                           Philosophy and Modern Languages
Philosophy, Politics and Economics (PPE)                                 Philosophy, Politics and Economics (PPE)
Philosophy and Theology                Philosophy and Theology
Physics                              Physics
Physics and Philosophy                  Physics and Philosophy
Psychology (Experimental)                     Psychology (Experimental)
Psychology, Philosophy and Linguistics                    Psychology, Philosophy and Linguistics
Religion and Oriental Studies         Religion and Oriental Studies
Theology and Religion               Theology and Religion

 
 Check ox.ac.uk/whichcolls for the latest information 

http://ox.ac.uk/whichcolls
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Founded	 1263	 1509	 1546	 1517	 1314	 1786	 1282	 1571	 1870	 1878	 1427	 1458	 1886	 1264	 1379	 1326	 1624	 1341	 1810	 1879	 1897	 1962	 1278	 1893	 1886	 1555	 1929	 1879	 1555	 1249	 1610	 1714	 1877		

UG student numbers	 373	 345	 430	 256	 335	 102	 400	 346	 412	 400	 310	 382	 241	 287	 398	 315	 345	 330	 113	 419	 76	 468	 376	 383	 399	 390	 339	 404	 295	 399	 461	 411	 22	  

UCAS campus code	 O	 V	 2	 3	 4	 6	 7	 Q	 A	 B	 C	 D	 E	 F	 G	 H	 I	 J	 8	 K	 1	 L	 M	 N	 R	 S	 T	 U	 W	 X	 Y	 Z	 P

College accommodation																																		                                

All first years on site	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Usually offered for first year 						    


									       


				  


		


		


	


			 


								      
and one other year

Usually offered for three years					     		  	 	 	 	 						      			   		  							       	 	 	 	 	

Usually offered for all years 	 	 	 	 			   	 			   	 	 	 		  		  							       	 		  	 	 	 	  	 	

Some vacation storage	
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
	


	


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
	


	


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
		

for international students

Catering																																		                                

Dining hall	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  	 	 	 	 

Bar	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		

Café	 	 	 		  		  		  		  	 	 		  		  			   		  		  	 	 	 	 			   	 		

Facilities																																		                                

Gym on site	 				    		  		  	 				    		  		  		  		  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		

The University also has central gym and sports facilities that students from any college are welcome to use: see page 24.                                	Most colleges, if they don’t have their own gym, do offer either free or discounted membership at these University gym facilities.		

Boathouse	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 			 

Library open 24/7	 	 		  	 	 	 	 	 	 		  	 			   	 	 	 	 	 		  		  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Computer rooms/stations	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  	 	 	 	 	

Wi-Fi throughout college	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  	 	 	 	 	

Music room	 	 	 	 	 		  	 	 	 	 	 		  	 	 	 	 		  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		

Theatre/performance space	 	 	 	 	 				    	 	 	 	 	 			   	 		  		  	 	 		  	 				    	 		

Chapel	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		  		  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Multi-faith prayer room										          	 				    	 									         							       		

If there is no dedicated multi-faith room, many colleges are happy to provide an appropriate prayer space.																									                       

Clubs & societies activities																																		                                

Music society	 	 	 	 	 		  		  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		  		  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		

Orchestra(s)			   				    	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 			   		  		  		  	 	 	 	 	 			   		

Choir(s)	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		

Dramatic society	 	 	 	 	 				    		  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  	 	 	 		

College student magazine/paper	 	 			   		  	 			   		  	 	 	 	 						      		  		  		  	 		  		

Some subject societies	 	 	 	 	 		  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 			 

Other societies	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		

There are hundreds of University-wide clubs and societies that students from any college are welcome to join; see pages 8 and 22. 	 																					                   
				  
If you have a question about a college’s facilities, please ask them. 
Colleges will try to accommodate a student’s needs, where possible.
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*mature (21+) students only 

Founded	 1263	 1509	 1546	 1517	 1314	 1786	 1282	 1571	 1870	 1878	 1427	 1458	 1886	 1264	 1379	 1326	 1624	 1341	 1810	 1879	 1897	 1962	 1278	 1893	 1886	 1555	 1929	 1879	 1555	 1249	 1610	 1714	 1877		

UG student numbers	 373	 345	 430	 256	 335	 102	 400	 346	 412	 400	 310	 382	 241	 287	 398	 315	 345	 330	 113	 419	 76	 468	 376	 383	 399	 390	 339	 404	 295	 399	 461	 411	 22	  

UCAS campus code	 O	 V	 2	 3	 4	 6	 7	 Q	 A	 B	 C	 D	 E	 F	 G	 H	 I	 J	 8	 K	 1	 L	 M	 N	 R	 S	 T	 U	 W	 X	 Y	 Z	 P

College accommodation																																		                                

All first years on site	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Usually offered for first year 						    


									       


				  


		


		


	


			 


								      
and one other year

Usually offered for three years					     		  	 	 	 	 						      			   		  							       	 	 	 	 	

Usually offered for all years 	 	 	 	 			   	 			   	 	 	 		  		  							       	 		  	 	 	 	  	 	

Some vacation storage	

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
		

for international students

Catering																																		                                

Dining hall	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  	 	 	 	 

Bar	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		

Café	 	 	 		  		  		  		  	 	 		  		  			   		  		  	 	 	 	 			   	 		

Facilities																																		                                

Gym on site	 				    		  		  	 				    		  		  		  		  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		

The University also has central gym and sports facilities that students from any college are welcome to use: see page 24.                                	Most colleges, if they don’t have their own gym, do offer either free or discounted membership at these University gym facilities.		

Boathouse	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 			 

Library open 24/7	 	 		  	 	 	 	 	 	 		  	 			   	 	 	 	 	 		  		  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Computer rooms/stations	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  	 	 	 	 	

Wi-Fi throughout college	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  	 	 	 	 	

Music room	 	 	 	 	 		  	 	 	 	 	 		  	 	 	 	 		  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		

Theatre/performance space	 	 	 	 	 				    	 	 	 	 	 			   	 		  		  	 	 		  	 				    	 		

Chapel	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		  		  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Multi-faith prayer room										          	 				    	 									         							       		

If there is no dedicated multi-faith room, many colleges are happy to provide an appropriate prayer space.																									                       

Clubs & societies activities																																		                                

Music society	 	 	 	 	 		  		  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		  		  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		

Orchestra(s)			   				    	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 			   		  		  		  	 	 	 	 	 			   		

Choir(s)	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		

Dramatic society	 	 	 	 	 				    		  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  	 	 	 		

College student magazine/paper	 	 			   		  	 			   		  	 	 	 	 						      		  		  		  	 		  		

Some subject societies	 	 	 	 	 		  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 			 

Other societies	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		

There are hundreds of University-wide clubs and societies that students from any college are welcome to join; see pages 8 and 22. 	 																					                   
				  
If you have a question about a college’s facilities, please ask them. 
Colleges will try to accommodate a student’s needs, where possible.
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How do I DECIDE? 
Each college is different so you may like to 
consider their:
–  �size and age
–  �location – how close it is to the city centre, 

your department, the park, the river, the 
sports centre

–  �accommodation – number of years of 
college accommodation, where it is, how 
much it will cost

–  �grants or other funding 
–  �facilities – see the college facilities table on 

pages 146–147
–  �access – most colleges have facilities and 

accommodation for disabled students; 
however, given the age of the buildings, 
some areas of some colleges are not 
accessible for students with mobility issues. 
See page 31 for further advice.

If at all possible, come to an open day and 
look around several colleges. This will help 
you decide what college characteristics and 
facilities are important to you.

Is there a college which is best
for my course?
Colleges do not have specialist subjects, and 
provide a very high standard of teaching for  
all the courses they offer. 

What if I can’t decide? 
Then you can make an open application by 
choosing campus code 9 on your UCAS 
application. This will mean your application will 
be assigned to a college or hall that has relatively 
fewer applications for your course in the year 
you apply. In 2019, 17% of applicants made an 
open application. Tutors have no preference for 
direct or open applications: they are looking for 
the best applicants for their course.

Which college is easiest to get into? 
Competition for places is strong at all our 
colleges. None of them is easy to get into. If 
any college is particularly over-subscribed, 
applications may be reallocated and considered 
by another college. All colleges have signed up 
to a Common Framework on Admissions, which 
means the same application process for your 
course at every college.

Does every college offer 
every course? 
No, although most colleges do offer most 
courses. Please see pages 144–145 to find out 
which colleges offer which courses.

Although l didn’t actually 
apply to my college, I have 
absolutely fallen in love with 
it and couldn’t be happier.
� IZZY

Do YOU choose?

Visit some colleges: ox.ac.uk/ugvisit
Watch at www.ox.ac.uk/
collegechoice for more advice on 
choosing a college.

Not exactly. You can put a college’s campus code on your 
UCAS form to specify a preference, but you might still be 
shortlisted and offered a place by another college. This 
‘reallocation’ helps us ensure that the best candidates, 
regardless of which college they select, are offered places. 
In 2019, 35% of successful applicants got an offer from a 
college they didn’t specify on their application.

http://ox.ac.uk/ugvisit
http://www.ox.ac.uk/collegechoice
http://www.ox.ac.uk/collegechoice
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Balliol

Centrally located on Broad Street, Balliol 
is close to laboratories, lecture theatres, 
libraries and shops. Balliol led the way in 
turning Oxford into a place open to all 
on merit: if you are hardworking, 
passionate about your subject and 
ambitious to excel, you will find like-
minded people here whatever school or 
cultural background you come from. 

With a large number of tutorial  
fellows, the college has a reputation  
for academic excellence alongside a 
friendly atmosphere and lively spirit of 
intellectual debate. The student body  

is arguably one of the most active  
in the University. Balliol offers a wide  
range of subject societies, sports and 
cultural activities which allow students 
to get to know each other and enjoy 
their leisure time.	

College accommodation is available to 
undergraduates throughout their course. 
College life is subsidised in many ways; 
in addition, eligible students can apply 
for a wide range of maintenance and 
hardship grants, and special funds for 
research and travel.

UCAS campus code: O
Finding out more
www.balliol.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 277777 

Admissions information
+44 (0) 1865 277758
undergraduate@balliol.ox.ac.uk

2020 Open Days 
1 and 2 July and 18 September 
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Location
Balliol stands on Broad Street in the 
city centre, just metres from the 
Bodleian Library and a short walk or 
cycle ride from University academic 
departments. Its modern annexe is a 
5-minute walk away on Jowett 
Walk. Map ref 1.

Balliol is...

…there to 
support me. In 
my second year I 
needed a Student 
Maintenance 
Grant and a 
short-term loan, 
which really 
helped with living 
costs. 
� ISIS

What can you study at Balliol? 
See page 144

…excellent  
tuition in a really 
supportive 
environment. �
� NICHOLAS 

…the tutorials. My 
favourite thing is 
that I can talk about 
maths for a couple of 
hours with a world-
leading expert and 
just one tutorial 
partner. 
� SULAIMAN

…really central, it has really great 
academic, social and sporting facilities, 
which makes it a pretty amazing place to 
live and study. 	
� BEATTIE

http://www.balliol.ox.ac.uk
mailto:undergraduate@balliol.ox.ac.uk
http://ox.ac.uk/opendays
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Brasenose

Situated in Radcliffe Square, Brasenose 
is a friendly college at the heart of the 
University and city. We are able to 
accommodate undergraduates in single 
rooms for all years of study at our main 
site or nearby Frewin complex. 
Brasenose provides delicious and 
affordable food in both our 
16th-century dining hall and café. There 
are also shared kitchens at Frewin. Our 
lively bar is a fantastic place to relax. We 
hold an annual week-long summer arts 
festival plus many more music, arts, 
sports and society events throughout 

the year. Our students run many special 
events including Chinese New Year and 
Burns Night celebrations, charity 
auctions, diversity workshops, fancy-
dress parties and more. 

Brasenose’s libraries are open 24 hours a 
day. We have our own sports ground 
and boathouse, and a large common 
room with entertainment of many kinds. 

Brasenose is an inclusive and diverse 
community where all members of the 
college family support each other.

UCAS campus code: V
Finding out more
www.bnc.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 277830 

Admissions information
+44 (0) 1865 277510
admissions@bnc.ox.ac.uk

2020 Open Days
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Location
Brasenose College is accessed via 
the beautiful Radcliffe Square, near 
to the main University libraries, labs 
and lecture theatres, right next to 
the bustling High Street. Our Frewin 
Hall complex is 5 minutes’ walk from 
the main site. Map ref 2.

Brasenose is...

…being amongst 
people who are 
always so ready to 
be involved. From 
fancy dress parties 
to the Christmas 
pantomime. � JESS

What can you study at 
Brasenose? See page 144

…the friendly 
atmosphere 
amongst people 
from a vast 
array of 
backgrounds. �
� ATTY

…the amazing 
location – you 
really are at 
the heart of 
this historic 
city. � ADAM

…having 
amazing 
food that’s 
also just so 
cheap. 
� BRAD

…being offered accommodation 
for all your years of study, and it’s 
all either on the main site or a 
five-minute walk away. I love that 
we’re always central! � TORI

http://www.bnc.ox.ac.uk
mailto:admissions@bnc.ox.ac.uk
http://ox.ac.uk/opendays
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Christ Church

Christ Church is one of the larger 
colleges, offering places for most 
undergraduate courses. It has a vibrant 
and diverse community and is 
committed to attracting talented 
students, whatever their background. 
Christ Church is fortunate to be able 	
to complement the generous financial 
support provided by the University. 
Christ Church students live in college 
rooms throughout their course and 
benefit from subsidised dining in the 
famous 16th-century hall. 

The college has a magnificent 
18th-century library, a specialised law 
library and two well-equipped computer 
rooms. The library is open 8am to 1am. 
There is a college bar in addition to the 
Junior Common Room, which has its 
own café. A dedicated music room, as 
well as the activities associated with the 
renowned Cathedral Choir, encourage an 
active music scene. Regular drawing 
classes are held in the art room, and the 
Picture Gallery has a world-famous 
collection. There are also specialist 
sports facilities and grounds, and 
flourishing sports clubs.

UCAS campus code: 2
Finding out more
www.chch.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 276150 

Admissions information
+44 (0) 1865 276181, 276196
admissions@chch.ox.ac.uk

2020 Open Days
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Location
Christ Church is on St Aldate’s, close 
to the city centre, the High Street, 
the Bodleian Library and other 
University departments. On the 
other side of the college is Christ 
Church Meadow with its peaceful 
river walks. Map ref 3.

Christ Church is...

…a sense of 
community. There’s 
enough of us for 
there to be variety 
and a lot of people 
to meet, but at the 
same time I really 
feel at home here. �
� SARAH What can you study at Christ 

Church? See page 144

…a big college, 	
so you keep 
meeting new 
people well into 
2nd and maybe 
even 3rd year. �
� RAAFI

…having supportive 
tutors who challenged 
me when I understood 
the material, but also 
helped me when things 
didn’t make sense. 
� PATRICIA

…meeting such a diverse range of 
people that any worries about 
stereotypes are soon dispelled. 
� RACHEL

http://www.chch.ox.ac.uk
mailto:admissions@chch.ox.ac.uk
http://ox.ac.uk/opendays
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Corpus Christi

Boasting a strong sense of community 
and a friendly atmosphere, Corpus 
Christi is one of Oxford’s older and 
smaller colleges. It prides itself on a 
strong tradition of openness, tolerance 
and fairness. Corpus Christi combines 
history with modernity; the college’s 
magnificent 16th-century library is still 
used by students today. With over 
60,000 books, 24-hour opening, 
computerised catalogues and numerous 
PCs, it is both a convenient and beautiful 
place to work. 

Students benefit from access to a 	
sports field and boathouse, TV rooms, 
the Junior Common Room and the 	
Beer Cellar. There is also an auditorium 
suitable for concerts, productions, 
parties and lectures. Amongst the most 
active of the many clubs are the 
dramatic society – the Owlets – and 
the choir. Corpus has an impressive 
social calendar with a ball every 	
other spring and a fair each June, 	
which features the college’s famous 
tortoise race! 

UCAS campus code: 3
Finding out more
www.ccc.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 276700

Admissions information
+44 (0) 1865 276693
admissions.office@ccc.ox.ac.uk

2020 Open Days
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Location
Corpus is less than 5 minutes’ walk 
from the city centre and Bodleian 
Library and 10 minutes from the 
departments and science 
laboratories, but is tucked away 
from the noise of the city, looking 
out over Christ Church Meadow 
towards the river. Map ref 4.

Corpus Christi is...

…the college 
tortoise and 
the beautiful 
gardens. 
� FREYA 

What can you study at Corpus 
Christi? See page 144

…a fantastic 
community 
spirit. 
� JAMES

…weekly film 
nights and a 
ton of welfare. 
� MEGAN

…the small 
and cosy 
feel. 
� MEREDITH

…right at 
the heart 
of the city. 
� EMILY

http://www.ccc.ox.ac.uk
mailto:admissions.office@ccc.ox.ac.uk
http://ox.ac.uk/opendays
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Exeter	

Exeter is the fourth-oldest college in 
Oxford, with a small, friendly and 
inclusive community of students and 
staff. Accommodation is provided for 
three years of an undergraduate’s 	
course and probably for a fourth year. 	
All first years live on the main college 
Turl Street site. Other college 
accommodation is in vibrant east Oxford 
(with self-catering facilities) and the 
modern Cohen Quadrangle in 
fashionable Jericho. Three meals a day 
can be eaten in hall during term. 

Students have exclusive access to our 
college careers office and internship 
programme. Facilities include an 
extensive library (open 24/7 during 
term), on-site gym, stunning dining hall, 
cosy bar, chapel, music practice rooms, 
performance space, learning space and 
sports ground. We have a beautiful 
garden, with views over Radcliffe 
Square. Exeter is home to a wide range 
of student groups, clubs and societies, 
including our excellent student-led choir, 
music, theatre, and sports teams.

UCAS campus code: 4
Finding out more
www.exeter.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 279600

Admissions information
+44 (0) 1865 279668
admissions@exeter.ox.ac.uk

2020 Open Days
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Location
Exeter College’s entrance is on Turl 
Street, in the centre of Oxford, close 
to the main libraries, departments, 
shops, restaurants and bars. The 
entrance to Cohen Quad is a few 
minutes’ walk away in Walton Street. 
Map ref 5.

Exeter is...

…having 
communal 
spaces, which 
are really well 
used. 
� EMMA

What can you study at Exeter? 
See page 144

…small enough that you’ll 
never feel lost, but big enough 
that everyone finds their 
place. It’s a very inclusive 	
and diverse environment, 
making it easy to settle in. 
� MADDY

…having fun with college sports 
teams – they’re all really close 
and friendly communities, as I’ve 
found with the rugby team. �
� GEORGE

…impressive 
catering facilities, 
particularly at 
lunch time where 
there’s so much 
choice on offer. 
� JADE

http://www.exeter.ox.ac.uk
mailto:admissions@exeter.ox.ac.uk
http://ox.ac.uk/opendays
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Harris Manchester

Harris Manchester is the only Oxford 
college that is dedicated solely to 
mature students (21+ with no upper  
age limit). It has a warm and friendly 
atmosphere. There is a great deal of 
support available and each student is 
treated as an individual. Our diversity of 
age, nationality and background makes 
the college a very interesting and 
vibrant society. The college has a 
number of scholarships for second 
undergraduate degrees. College 

accommodation is all on the main site, 
and students can generally live in for at 
least the first and final years of their 
course. Our excellent librarians manage 
some 70,000 volumes, and the library 
itself is open to students 24 hours a day 
during term time. Each student also has 
a small book grant to spend as they 
wish. The student community is socially 
active, with a lively variety of sporting 
and cultural events. 

UCAS campus code: 6
Finding out more
www.hmc.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 271006

Admissions information
+44 (0) 1865 271009
admissions@hmc.ox.ac.uk

2020 Open Days
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Location
Harris Manchester is centrally 
situated in a quiet location on 
Mansfield Road, just a few minutes 
away from the Bodleian Library, 
most department libraries, the 
Science Area and other University 
facilities. Map ref 6.

Harris Manchester is...

…a familial, 
warm, and 
supportive 
environment 
for scholars. 
� LYNNE

What can you study at Harris 
Manchester? See page 144

…fantastic 
resources, 
including a 
beautiful and 
well-stocked 
library. 
� TIM

 …the pursuit of 
academic excellence 
supported by a tight-
knit and caring college 
community. �
� CHRISTOPHER

…accepting of 
everyone – 
literally no two 
students are alike.
� JASMINE

…where they have 
learned your first name 
before you walk through 
the door.
� BILL

for students aged 21+ only

http://www.hmc.ox.ac.uk
mailto:admissions@hmc.ox.ac.uk
http://ox.ac.uk/opendays
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…meeting 
people from a 
huge variety of 
backgrounds 
and making 
friends for life. �
� ANDREW

...studying and 
living in a 
supportive, 
considerate and 
progressive 
community.� INA

…joining in and 
having fun with 
our inclusive 
clubs, teams 
and societies.
� AISHA

…one big family 
where you 
know you can 
get support.
� IMAD

…a wonderful home away 
from home. � KATIE

Hertford	

Hertford is known for its friendly and 
informal atmosphere, which we believe 
fosters positive working relationships 
between tutors and students. We’re 
academically ambitious for our students 
and support them to fulfil their potential. 
We pride ourselves on our inclusive 
ethos – we pioneered access to Oxford 
for women and under-represented 
groups – and our generous college 
bursaries mean that you’ll be able to 
access financial support if you need it.

We offer accommodation throughout 
your course, on our main site or at our 
nearby annexes. Every room has Wi-Fi 
and access to shared kitchens. Meals are 

available in college and at our south 
Oxford site, and we have optional formal 
dinners twice a week.

Our 24/7 library has unlimited 
borrowing. We also have a gym, a  
music room and a lively student bar  
and café. Off-site, we have sports 
grounds, tennis and squash courts and  
a superb boathouse.

Hertford students are passionate about 
their interests. They host an annual arts 
festival and an equal opportunities  
week, while societies range from 
economics to jazz and we have a 
wonderful inclusive choir.

UCAS campus code: 7
Finding out more
www.hertford.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 279400

Admissions information
+44 (0) 1865 279404
undergraduate.admissions@ 
hertford.ox.ac.uk

2020 Open Days
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Location
Hertford is right in the heart of the 
historic city centre. We’re surrounded 
by some of Oxford’s most beautiful 
buildings and next door to the 
Bodleian Library. Accommodation 
includes rooms on the main site, 
purpose-built annexes by the river, 
and houses in north Oxford, all  
around 10 to 25 minutes’ walk away. 
Map ref 7.

Hertford is...

What can you study at 
Hertford? See page 144

http://www.hertford.ox.ac.uk
mailto:undergraduate.admissions%40hertford.ox.ac.uk?subject=
mailto:undergraduate.admissions%40hertford.ox.ac.uk?subject=
http://ox.ac.uk/opendays
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…supportive and generous. It 
helped me attend a conference 
and a ski trip! I couldn’t have 	
gone otherwise.� SUSIE

Jesus College

At the heart of the city, Jesus College is 
known as one of the friendliest of 
Oxford’s colleges. We’re an inclusive and 
informal place, where the well-being 
and success of our students are our 
highest priorities. To instil this sense of 
community, all of our undergraduates 
can live in college accommodation for 
their entire degrees. 

Jesus College students can enjoy the 
best possible education regardless of 
their backgrounds. Generous access 
bursaries are available for any student in 
financial need. This money does not 

need to be repaid, and is given on top  
of University bursaries. To maintain high 
standards, there are also awards to 
recognise academic achievement and 
progress, as well as support for extra-
curricular activities. It is little wonder 
that the college has been voted 
amongst the best for student 
satisfaction since 2010. 

Jesus College has had Welsh connections 
since its founding in 1571, although our 
students now come from all over the  
UK and abroad.

UCAS campus code: Q
Finding out more
www.jesus.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 279700

Admissions information
+44 (0) 1865 279721
admissions.officer@jesus.ox.ac.uk

2020 Open Days
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Location
Jesus College is located on the 
historic Turl Street, in central Oxford. 
It is very close to the main libraries, 
the Science Area, the famous 
Covered Market, High Street shops, 
cinemas and theatres. Map ref 8.Jesus College is...

…able to provide 
college-owned 
accommodation for 
every year of your 
degree. This means 
you get to stay with 
your friends! 	
� JESS

What can you study at Jesus 
College? See page 144

…a tight-knit 
place, where you 
quickly get to 
know the people 
you’re studying 
with and those in 
other years. 
� SAANJH

…a truly inclusive, 
colourful and 
empowered 
community where 
we look after each 
other.� PETER

http://www.jesus.ox.ac.uk
mailto:admissions.officer@jesus.ox.ac.uk
http://ox.ac.uk/opendays
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Keble

Keble College was originally established 
to extend access to Oxford University, 
and it remains true to that founding 
vision. We aim to foster the highest 
academic achievement for all our 
students, from all backgrounds and 
every corner of the globe. We are a 
large college with our undergraduate 
facilities on one main site. Our size 
allows us to have at least two fellows 
(tutors) in all our main subjects, which 
means our students can always get the 
academic support they need. 

The college’s striking Victorian 
architecture houses some of the best 
student accommodation in Oxford, while 
our beautiful dining hall (the longest in 
Oxford) allows the college to maintain 
the tradition of dining together on both 
informal and formal occasions.

Our students pride themselves on being 
welcoming and friendly. You won’t find a 
Keble ‘type’, but you will find a supportive 
environment made up of students from 
a range of different backgrounds.

UCAS campus code: A
Finding out more
www.keble.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 272727 

Admissions information
+44 (0) 1865 272708
admissions@keble.ox.ac.uk

2020 Open Days
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Location
The college is adjacent to the 
University Parks, between the 
Science Area and the Radcliffe 
Observatory Quarter. The main 
libraries are close by and the city 
centre is 5 minutes’ walk away. 	
Map ref 9.

Keble is...

…the place I’ve felt most 
‘myself’ ever. It’s given 
me countless 
opportunities to broaden 
my intellectual horizons 
as well as get involved in 
plenty of extra-curricular 
activities. I can’t imagine 
being happier elsewhere.
�  SHONA What can you study at Keble? 

See page 144

…an extremely warm and 
welcoming community. I never 
feel out of place as an 
international student and have 
found my second home here. �
� MARYAM

…one of the friendliest 
places you can be in 
Oxford, while at the 
same time being so big 
and lively! Students and 
staff alike are always 
happy to help with 
anything, making it such 
a supportive academic 
and social environment. �
� REEM

…one of the 
most welcoming 
environments in 
Oxford and a 
truly wonderful 
place to live! 
� OPE

http://www.keble.ox.ac.uk
mailto:admissions@keble.ox.ac.uk
http://ox.ac.uk/opendays
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…my first home 
away from 
home; where I 
grew up, studied 
what I loved and 
made friends for 
life. Looking back 
I can’t think of a 
better place to 
have spent my 
undergraduate 
years!� AKILA

…a very 	
open-
minded and 
vibrant 
college. 
�  NEIL

...stunning 
gardens, 
especially in 
the summer 
– a haven 
from the 
hustle and 
bustle of 
touristy 
Oxford. 
� TOYIN

…the friendly, supportive atmosphere 
that the tutors and students create. 
The gardens are beautiful to spend 
time in throughout the year, and 
having such a big library on site is 
incredible. � LAURA

Lady Margaret Hall 

LMH began with nine women and is now 
a vibrant academic community 
transforming the lives of hundreds of 
students. We are diverse, open, 
intellectually curious and pioneering. We 
continue to break boundaries as the first 
Oxford college to establish a Foundation 
Year for under-represented students. 
Our students work with internationally 
distinguished scholars who are dedicated 
to tutorial teaching and welfare support. 
LMH has an exceptionally beautiful site 
with gardens which run down to the 
river. Grants and scholarships are 

available to enable students to achieve 
their academic potential. We are 
committed to supporting disabled 
students and helping them achieve their 
potential. Undergraduates are 
guaranteed a room on the college site 
for three years of their course. Our 
beautiful well-stocked library is a great 
place to study; you can access and 
borrow books 24/7. We also have a 
theatre, music practice rooms, a gym, 
tennis courts, playing fields and punts.

UCAS campus code: B
Finding out more
www.lmh.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 274300
@lmhoxford

Admissions information
+44 (0) 1865 274310
admissions@lmh.ox.ac.uk

2020 Open Days
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Location
LMH is a 5-minute walk to the 
Science Area and next to the 
University Parks. It takes about 	
5 minutes to cycle to the centre 	
of Oxford (a 15-minute walk). 	
Map ref 10.

LMH is...

What can you study at Lady 
Margaret Hall? See page 144

…being given 	
the opportunity 
to fulfil my 
academic 
potential in a 
friendly and 
supportive 
environment. 
� PHIL

http://www.lmh.ox.ac.uk
mailto:admissions@lmh.ox.ac.uk
http://ox.ac.uk/opendays
https://twitter.com/lmhoxford?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
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Lincoln

Located in the heart of the city, Lincoln  
is one of Oxford’s smaller colleges with 
about 300 undergraduates. We 
guarantee accommodation for each  
year of your course. All first-year rooms 
have ensuite facilities, as do a significant 
proportion of our other rooms. Our 
library is one of the most beautiful  
in Oxford.

We know that finance can be a barrier to 
university and we provide a number of 
generous bursaries, as well as grants and 
scholarships, to support those who 

require help. Our food is regarded as 
excellent and our dining hall serves  
three meals every day during term  
time. Our popular college bar also  
serves lighter meals.

We provide free membership to the 
University gym and have a sports field 
and boathouse. We have college teams  
in most sports and a number of student 
societies. Drama and music are 
particularly popular and each year the 
Turl Street Arts Festival provides a special 
focus for student-led arts events.

UCAS campus code: C
Finding out more
www.lincoln.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 279800 

Admissions information
+44 (0) 1865 279836
admissions@lincoln.ox.ac.uk

2020 Open Days
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Location
Lincoln is located in the centre of 
Oxford on Turl Street, just minutes 
from many of Oxford’s departments, 
faculties, libraries, shops and 
restaurants. All of our undergraduate 
accommodation is also in central 
Oxford, within a 10-minute walk  
of the main site. Map ref 11.

Lincoln is...

…inclusive of all; it 
celebrates diversity 
and creates a strong 
sense of community. 
� NUPUR

…right at the centre of all 
the action in Oxford. 
� KENNETH

What can you study at 
Lincoln? See page 144

…the most caring 
community in 
Oxford; both 
academically and 
pastorally, the 
college has 
supported me in 
whatever capacity 
I’ve needed. 
� HANNAH

…in an amazing central 
location. And we have the 
most incredible library. �  
� LILIAN

http://www.lincoln.ox.ac.uk
mailto:admissions@lincoln.ox.ac.uk
http://ox.ac.uk/opendays
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Magdalen

Magdalen (pronounced ‘Maudlen’) has 
some of the most beautiful buildings in 
Oxford, new as well as ancient. It is set 
in 100 acres of grounds, which include 
the deer park and Addison’s riverside 
walk. Magdalen’s spaciousness has 
helped to determine its character – 
passionate about academic excellence 
and other achievements – but also 
diverse, informal, inclusive and without 
pressure to conform to any stereotype 
or set of views.

Besides the University’s financial 
support, the college’s own Student 

Support Fund provides outstandingly 
generous grants to many of its 
undergraduates, while there are also 
large numbers of travel, research and 
book grants awarded each year, along 
with annual tutorial prizes for the most 
promising and successful of our 
students.

We have our own professionally 
maintained grounds for football, rugby, 
cricket and hockey, nine tennis courts, 
our own squash courts and an all-
weather pitch (all on-site), as well as an 
extremely well-equipped boathouse. 

UCAS campus code: D
Finding out more
www.magd.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 276000

Admissions information
+44 (0) 1865 276063
admissions@magd.ox.ac.uk

2020 Open Days
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Location
Magdalen is conveniently located at 
the end of the High Street, a 10- 
minute walk from the centre of town, 
University libraries, and the Science 
Area. First-year accommodation is 
located across Magdalen Bridge. 
Map ref 12.

Magdalen is...

…a friendly 
and vibrant 
LGBT scene, 
which comes 
to the fore 
during the 
annual Oscar 
Wilde dinner. 
� BILLY What can you study at 

Magdalen? See page 144

…a huge number of 
opportunities to try 
things I’d never 
have felt 
comfortable 
enough to do 
before.� RACHAEL

…at the heart of 
many traditions, 
including the unique 
May Morning 
celebrations. 
� LOUISA

…Addison’s Walk 	
in the sun to catch 
up with friends and 
see the deer. 
� MARIA

…excellent 
teaching and 
supportive 	
tutors as well 	
as a huge 	
variety of 
inclusive social 
activities. 
� AMELIA

http://www.magd.ox.ac.uk
mailto:admissions@magd.ox.ac.uk
http://ox.ac.uk/opendays
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…a full social 
calendar. 
There’s 
always lots 
going on. 
� GABE

…all about equality. 
We have a diverse 
and friendly student 
body and great 
financial support 
available. 
� LUCY

…full of new 
ideas. There is a 
real energy about 
Mansfield, and 	
a nonconformist 
streak that 	
marks us out 
from the rest. 
� JOE

…the best 
college for 
vegetarian 
and vegan 
food in 
Oxford. 
� LIBBY 

Mansfield	

Throughout its history Mansfield has 
worked hard to make an Oxford 
education available to previously under-
represented groups. The proportion of 
our UK students from the state sector is 
the highest of any college. Our small size 
and welcoming ethos make Mansfield a 
warm, informal environment where 
tutors and students work together to 
achieve academic excellence and sustain 
a progressive and lively community. 

All undergraduate students are housed 
in Mansfield accommodation. Most 

students, including all first years, live on 
the main college site, with the rest in 
college accommodation a 15-minute 
walk away. The majority of rooms on the 
main site are ensuite, with several large 
kitchens for student use. The college 
offers excellent food at reasonable 
prices in the Chapel Hall, whilst the 
Crypt café offers a more informal eating 
and study space. Our well-stocked 
libraries are open 24 hours a day, and 
students have access to free sports 
facilities.

UCAS campus code: E
Finding out more
www.mansfield.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 270999

Admissions information
+44 (0) 1865 282920
admissions@mansfield.ox.ac.uk

2020 Open Days
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Location
Mansfield occupies one of the best 
sites in Oxford, a short walk away 
from the Science Area and 
University libraries and close to the 
city centre, but in a quiet position 
near the University Parks. 	
Map ref 13.

Mansfield is...

What can you study at 
Mansfield? See page 144

…a small space 
with a big heart. 
� ZEYNAB

http://www.mansfield.ox.ac.uk
mailto:admissions@mansfield.ox.ac.uk
http://ox.ac.uk/opendays
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Merton

Merton is...

…diverse but a 
family, a home 
but not a 
bubble, 
beautiful but 
more than an 
old building. 
� ELEANOR

What can you study at 
Merton? See page 144

…a pretty place, 
but it is made by 
the people – the 
thriving, friendly 
and supportive 
community is what 
sets us apart. 
� SARAH

…where 
I’ve 
found 
friends 
for life. 
 �  TANG

…an inclusive 
community with 
the perfect 
balance of fun 
and academia. 
� DAN

Merton is one of the oldest and most 
beautiful colleges in Oxford, with 
medieval and 17th-century buildings – 
including our 13th-century chapel – and 
glorious, extensive gardens protected by 
the city wall. Modern facilities include a 
lecture theatre and five new music 
practice rooms.

Ours is a close-knit community with a 
friendly and stimulating atmosphere, and 
superb academic and welfare support. 
We have a strong ethos of widening 
participation and are keen to attract 
talented applicants, whatever their 
background.

Undergraduates can live in college-
owned accommodation for their whole 
course. Many rooms are ensuite, and 
two are fully accessible for students 
with disabilities, one with an adjacent 
carer room. Merton’s hall food is 
amongst the tastiest and best value  
in the University, charged on a pay-as-
you-go basis. Student kitchens are  
also provided. 

Merton offers generous financial 
support including grants for buying 
books, language learning, course-related 
expenses, projects, and travel.

UCAS campus code: F
Finding out more
www.merton.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 276310 

Admissions information
+44 (0) 1865 286316
undergraduate.admissions@ 
merton.ox.ac.uk

2020 Open Days
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Location
From a quiet, cobbled lane off the 
High Street, Merton overlooks 
meadows stretching down to the 
River Thames. It is just a few minutes 
from University libraries and 
departments. Our Holywell Street 
annexe is close to the Science Area. 
Map ref 14.

…full of amazing opportunities 
you didn’t even know you 
needed! � KAVEETA

http://www.merton.ox.ac.uk
mailto:undergraduate.admissions%40merton.ox.ac.uk?subject=
mailto:undergraduate.admissions%40merton.ox.ac.uk?subject=
http://ox.ac.uk/opendays


163

New College

New College is one of the largest and 
most architecturally striking colleges, 
with beautiful gardens and a variety of 
excellent facilities. 

We are very proud of our wonderful and 
diverse student body, and encourage a 
friendly, open atmosphere throughout 
the college in which everyone can 
flourish both socially and academically. 

The college has a rich musical tradition, 
in no small part due to our world-
famous chapel choir, and we celebrate 

music of all styles and eras. We have a 
college orchestra, a number of choral 
groups, and several practice rooms – 
including a dedicated ‘Band Room’. 

New College also has fantastic sports 
facilities. Students can join one of our 
many teams, or just head down to the 
sports ground to play more casually.

Our students run a wide range of 
societies, from music and dance to 
drama and film – there’s something 	
here for everyone!

UCAS campus code: G
Finding out more
www.new.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 279555 

Admissions information
+44 (0) 1865 279272
admissions@new.ox.ac.uk

2020 Open Days
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Location
New College is in the very heart of 
the city. Its central location offers 
convenient access to departments, 
as well as the vibrancy of the city 
centre itself. Map ref 15.

New College is...

…driven but 
caring members 
of one very 
unique family, 
with a variety 	
of talents and 
interests. 
� ARAN

What can you study at New 
College? See page 144

…a particularly 
musical college… 
the best decision 
I have made. �
� ELLEN

…more than its 
Hogwarts-like beauty. It 
looks like a castle but 
it’s definitely a home; 
there’s a really strong 
sense of community. 
� GEORGIA

…lovely people and 
fantastic student support 
outside of the classroom. 
� BROGAN

http://www.new.ox.ac.uk
mailto:admissions@new.ox.ac.uk
http://ox.ac.uk/opendays
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...a college 
alive with 
conversations 
across 
different 
subjects. 
� AMANDA

...a sociable environment where 
people are happy to talk to each 
other across the year groups and feel 
part of a college-wide community in 
quite a natural way. � AIDAN

Oriel 

Oriel was the first college to be founded 
by a king, back in 1326. We are a high-
achieving academic community with a 
24/7 library and tutors who take a keen 
interest in the academic and personal 
formation of their students in tutorials, 
seminars and numerous informal 
contexts. We aim to prepare our 
students for their future lives.

Being a small college gives Oriel a 
noticeably friendly atmosphere. Our 
main site with its beautiful quads is close 
to the Bodleian Library, the town centre 
and Christ Church Meadow. We offer all 

our undergraduates accommodation 
throughout their studies, and highly-
subsidised formal dinners are available 
most evenings. The college has a 
dedicated welfare team and offers help 
with bursaries, travel grants and 
scholarships for academic excellence, 
encouraging applications from all 
backgrounds.

Our vibrant college life ranges from a 
pancake race to a summer Shakespeare 
play. Oriel excels on the sports field and 
the river. We have a dedicated music 
room and superb chapel choir.

UCAS campus code: H
Finding out more
www.oriel.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 276555

Admissions information
+44 (0) 1865 276522
admissions@oriel.ox.ac.uk

2020 Open Days
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Location
Oriel’s entrance is in Oriel Square 
between historic Merton Street and 
all the amenities of the town centre. 
Across the High Street is the 
Bodleian Library. The meadows  
and river are just around the corner. 
Map ref 16.

Oriel is...

What can you study at Oriel? 
See page 144

...a family 
with its own 
culture, 
where 
everyone is 
valued for 
who they are.
� SEB

...able to accommodate you for 
three or four years, meaning 
the sense of college 
community becomes really 
strong as you go through your 
degree. � MADDY

http://www.oriel.ox.ac.uk
mailto:admissions@oriel.ox.ac.uk
http://ox.ac.uk/opendays
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PEMBROKE
COLLEGE OXFORDPembroke

Pembroke is a lively, inclusive and 
supportive academic community, with a 
commitment to excellence. Our strong 
interdisciplinary ethos and collaborative 
environment encourages undergraduates, 
graduates and academic staff to work 
together, and enables Pembroke students 
to enhance their studies with a broader 
outlook on the world. We support each 
other as individuals and members of a 
close-knit community and also offer 
extensive welfare provision.

Pembroke is able to offer undergraduate 
students accommodation for at least 

three years of their degree. We also have 
a 24-hour library, and our Junior 
Common Room (JCR) is proud to own an 
art collection and gallery!

Our commitment to academic excellence 
is underwritten by generous book grants 
for humanities and social science 
students, fully funded summer 
internships for science students, and 
travel grants. We also offer a generous 
scholarship scheme for high-performing 
students, and hardship funds to support 
those in need.

UCAS campus code: I
Finding out more
www.pmb.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 276444 

Admissions information
+44 (0) 1865 276412
admissions@pmb.ox.ac.uk

2020 Open Days
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Location
Pembroke is located in the heart of 
Oxford city centre, just off  
St Aldate’s. Map ref 17.

Pembroke is...
…supportive staff 
and students. 
Come with an 
open mind – I’m 
involved in 
projects and 
societies that I 
would never have 
envisaged being 
part of prior to 
Oxford. �
� ISABEL

What can you study at 
Pembroke? See page 144

…truly special. It is not simply an 
incredible academic institution 
where you are given the tools and 
freedom to grow intellectually and 
delve into areas of study both 
exciting and new, but is also an 
environment which in being so 
caring and warm, aids and allows 
you to develop your passions and 
‘self’ beyond the curriculum, at 
every turn. � CAROLINA

…a close 
community that 
makes you feel at 
home right from 
the start of 
Freshers’ Week 
and has made my 
past four years at 
Pembroke the 
best years of my 
life. �  JESSICA

...superbly helpful in letting 
you develop, be it by 
funding internships or 
helping organise extra-
curricular events. Pembroke 
gives all that and much 
more. � MICHAEL

http://www.pmb.ox.ac.uk
mailto:admissions@pmb.ox.ac.uk
http://ox.ac.uk/opendays


166

THe Queen’s College

The student body at Queen’s is diverse, 
dynamic and inclusive, with the college 
hardship fund providing generous 
support in cases of financial need. Both 
students and tutors are passionate 
about their chosen fields, and the 
college also has a strong tradition in 
music, sport and drama. The popular JCR 
(Junior Common Room) tea is held daily 
on weekdays in the common room and 
is evidence of the strength of the 
undergraduate community, where 
friendships commonly form across both 
year and subject groups.

As a place to live, study and socialise, 
Queen’s is a fabulous mix of old and 
new. The 17th-century Upper Library  
is one of the finest reading rooms  
in Oxford, while the New Library is  
a fantastic contemporary space for 
study. Musical performances, film 
screenings and visiting speakers are 
hosted in the state-of-the-art 
auditorium, only a short walk from  
the striking classical architecture of  
the Front Quad. 

Our undergraduates are our best 
ambassadors: you can now speak  
to them directly at  
www.queens.ox.ac.uk/ask.

UCAS campus code: J
Finding out more
www.queens.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 279120

Admissions information
+44 (0) 1865 279161
admissions@queens.ox.ac.uk
2020 Open Days
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Location
Queen’s stands prominently on the 
High Street, a few minutes’ walk 
from the Bodleian Library, the 
University’s Science Area, Christ 
Church Meadow and the city centre. 
Buses to London leave from right 
outside the front gates. Map ref 18.

Queen’s is...

What can you study at 
Queen’s? See page 144

…friendly, 
inspiring, 
beautiful.
� LIZZIE

…having a financial 
support system that 
means everyone is on 
a level playing field. 
 � ROSS

…close to both 
the centre and 
Cowley Road, 
giving students 
two different 
but equally 
fascinating 
perspectives 	
of Oxford.
� GABRIELLE

…the unique bond 
between the students.
� NICOLE

…never being 
bored! There is 
always 
something to 
get involved in, 
something new 
to try.
� ELI

http://www.queens.ox.ac.uk
mailto:admissions@queens.ox.ac.uk
http://ox.ac.uk/opendays
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…a small 
college, so it’s 
really easy to 
get to know 
everyone, 
regardless of 
year or subject. 
� TABBI

…warm, 
welcoming 
and genuinely 
homely. 
� NAOMI

…a feeling of 
inclusion which 
is second to 
none. 
� SAM

…always being 
surrounded by 
friendly faces. You 
will never go into 
dinner, the JCR or 
the bar and there 
not be someone 
happy to chat to you. 
� ELLIE

Regent’s Park	 Permanent Private Hall

Regent’s Park College specialises in the 
arts, humanities and social sciences. Our 
beautiful quad offers a retreat from the 
bustle of the city, but also puts you just 
minutes from everything you will need.

Regent’s is famed for its friendly 
atmosphere and strong sense of 
community, and its undergraduates 
often excel in the sporting and cultural 
life of the University as well as in 

academic results. Tutors give meticulous 
care to the academic well-being of their 
students, providing them with a 
supportive environment as they move 
towards success in their final 
examinations. Students are members of 
many college committees including the 
Governing Body, and their views are 
actively sought in determining college 
policies.

UCAS campus code: 8
Finding out more
www.rpc.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 288120

Admissions information
+44 (0) 1865 288153
academic.administrator@ 
regents.ox.ac.uk

2020 Open Days
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Location
Regent’s is located in the city centre, 
just off St Giles’. We are located 
within walking distance of most of 
the University faculties, 
departments and libraries and 
conveniently located to enjoy 
Oxford’s parks, cafés and 
restaurants. Map ref 19.

Regent’s Park is...

What can you study at 	
Regent’s Park? See page 144

…hands-down the best 
quad in Oxford – a tranquil 
green retreat. � HOLLY

http://www.rpc.ox.ac.uk
mailto:academic.administrator%40%20regents.ox.ac.uk?subject=
mailto:academic.administrator%40%20regents.ox.ac.uk?subject=
http://ox.ac.uk/opendays
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...about the 
diversity, the 
chat and the 
vibrant 
atmosphere, 
as well as the 
feeling that 
you’re part of 
a team. � ALEX

…not pretentious 
or intimidating – 
you get to enjoy 	
all the 
architecture 
around Oxford 	
but live in a place 
which is informal 
and welcoming – 
the best of both 
worlds. � AMY

St Anne’s 

St Anne’s is a down-to-earth, friendly 
and independent-minded college. It is 
modern in its outlook and architecture 
and open to the world, informal and yet 
academically demanding. We are proud 
to be a diverse and inclusive community 
and we take student welfare extremely 
seriously. We stand, above all, for the 
following principles: opportunity, 
collaboration and being forward-looking 
and far-reaching. 

St Anne’s is renowned for the quality of 
its food. Most meals are relaxed affairs 
but there are also formal guest nights. 

All undergraduate accommodation 
includes communal kitchens for self-
catering, and we have a popular on-site 
coffee shop. Our large library is open 24 
hours a day and houses over 110,000 
books. We hold many events throughout 
the year including regular music nights, 
film screenings and guest lectures. We 
have an a cappella choir, an orchestra 
and a wide range of sports teams. The 
Junior Common Room organises 
everything from discussion groups to  
art classes. 

UCAS campus code: K
Finding out more
www.st-annes.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 274800

Admissions information
+44 (0) 1865 274825
admissions@st-annes.ox.ac.uk

2020 Open Days
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Location
St Anne’s is north of the city centre 
– 5 minutes by bike – by the 
University Parks and close to the 
Science Area, Ashmolean Museum, 
Modern Languages and Classics 
faculties, and Mathematical and 
Oriental Institutes, as well as the 
Radcliffe Observatory Quarter. 	
Map ref 20.

St Anne’s is...

…about having an 
excellent support 
network when 
things don’t go 
according to  
plan – both 
academically and 
non-academically. 	
� CLAIRE

What can you study at  
St Anne’s? See page 144

…about collaboration rather 
than competition, which is 
really encouraging.� SOPHIE

…a wonderfully 
welcoming 
community of 
students and staff 
from all kinds of 
backgrounds, 
made all the 
better by our 
college tortoise, 
Tortellini! � RAMANI

http://www.st-annes.ox.ac.uk
mailto:admissions%40st-annes.ox.ac.uk?subject=
http://ox.ac.uk/opendays
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…a close-knit community 
that is friendly and yet full 
of diverse and interesting 
opinions.� MARC

…knowing 
everyone within 
a few weeks, 
something 
impossible at a 
larger college, 
and this really 
does help with 
feeling more at 
home.� OLIVIA

…being in a small 
cohort, which 
means plenty of 
individual and 
group support – 
I’m glad to be part 
of the Benet’s 
community. � JOE

…forging lasting 
friendships with 
fellow students 
from every year 
group – this 
diversity has 
really helped to 
challenge and 
stimulate how I 
approach my 
own studies. �
� CORMAC

St Benet’s Hall Permanent Private Hall

Small and friendly, St Benet’s is the 
nearest equivalent today to the first 
halls of the University, with close daily 
contact between tutors and students. 
Originally founded for Benedictine 
monks, the vast majority of its 	
students are now men and women 	
of all faiths and none. Graduates and 
undergraduates form a joint student 
body of about 120, specialising in the 
humanities and social sciences. 
Particularly homely, St Benet’s provides 
a strong sense of community within  

the hall, and full engagement in 
University activities outside it. Students 
and staff all eat together at one 
common table and share one main 
common room. With no separate high 
table for tutors, the hall strives to create 
a relaxed, egalitarian atmosphere. The 
hall has its own drama club and rowing 
team, but students participate in many 
other clubs and teams, having won 
historically more sporting Blues per head 
than any other college.

UCAS campus code: 1
Finding out more
www.st-benets.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 280556

Admissions information
+44 (0) 1865 280559
senior.tutor@stb.ox.ac.uk

2020 Open Days
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Location
St Benet’s is at 38 St Giles’, close to 
the very centre of Oxford and to the 
Radcliffe Observatory Quarter. It is 
ideally situated for relevant 
departments and libraries. A second 
building is 10 minutes’ walk away at 
11 Norham Gardens. Map ref 21.

St Benet’s is...

What can you study at  
St Benet’s ? See page 144

…having tutors who 
can afford you a 
massive amount of 
time thanks to the 
small student-to-
teacher ratio. � JAMES

http://www.st-benets.ox.ac.uk
mailto:senior.tutor@stb.ox.ac.uk
http://ox.ac.uk/opendays
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…such a friendly place 
with great student 
welfare! � MARIA

…a place 
where our 
tutors seem 
to really care 
about our 
development 
outside of 
academic 
work as well 
as within it. 
� GEORGE

…a diverse 
community of 
students, coming 
from different 
backgrounds, 
studying different 
subjects, and 
having different 
interests.�  NINA

St Catherine’s

Catz is Oxford’s youngest 
undergraduate college and one of its 
largest and most diverse communities. 
We treasure the traditional values of 
Oxford college life, but pursue a 
distinctly modern agenda.

We offer a wide range of subjects, with 
a broadly even split between science 
and arts. The college is proud of its 
place at the forefront of innovation, 
research and contemporary culture. Its 
modern architecture (Grade I listed) and 
restful open spaces give the college a 
friendly and relaxed atmosphere.

The vast majority of undergraduates live 
in college for three years. There are 
excellent facilities, including a large 
college library, well-equipped computer 
rooms and a spacious and comfortable 
Junior Common Room. Sport, music, art 
and drama enjoy a high profile in the 
college; on-site there are squash courts, 
a gymnasium, a punt house, a music 
house for practice and performance, 	
and theatres for both indoor and 
outdoor productions. 

UCAS campus code: L
Finding out more
www.stcatz.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 271700

Admissions information
+44 (0) 1865 271703
admissions@stcatz.ox.ac.uk

2020 Open Days
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Location
St Catherine’s is situated in an ideal 
location: very close to the city centre, 
yet surrounded by meadows, parks 
and water. The Science Area and 
many University libraries and 
departments are nearby (including 
English, Law, Economics and Politics). 
Map ref 22.

St Catherine’s is...

…the best of 
both worlds – 
modern but still 
has traditional 
aspects. I would 
definitely call it 
home. 
� MADELEINE

...a tranquil 
environment, due to 
the lack of tourists 
and the surrounding 
nature, which makes 
Catz a special place 
for me. 
� TEODOR What can you study at  

St Catherine’s? See page 144

http://www.stcatz.ox.ac.uk
mailto:admissions@stcatz.ox.ac.uk
http://ox.ac.uk/opendays
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…home to tutors 
who are the most 
intelligent, 
supportive and 
interesting people 
I have ever met. 
� MEG

…full of wonderful 
tutors who listen 
to your academic 
needs and do 
everything they 
can to help you 
achieve your 
potential. 
� LOTTIE

…famous for 	
its food. Our 
chef is amazing, 
and every meal 
is brilliant, even 
for a fussy 	
eater like me! 
� HASEEM

…the perfect 
environment 	
in which to 
stretch yourself 
academically, to 
explore new ideas 
and to pursue 
your interests 
wherever they 
may take you. 
� ADAM

St Edmund Hall	

St Edmund Hall is home to a large, 
diverse and inclusive community. 
Renowned for our friendly and relaxed 
atmosphere, we are nevertheless firmly 
committed to academic excellence and 
opportunity. The hall’s intake of 
approximately 110 undergraduates, 
selected on merit and irrespective of 
background, comprises students with 
academic ability, passion for their 
subjects and the potential to excel. 
Known across the University as 	
‘Teddy Hall’, the college can be traced 
back to the 13th century. 

Today it is a beautiful blend of the old 
and new, with buildings dating from 
every century since the 16th, including 
the atmospheric college library set in 	
the reconfigured Norman church of 	
St Peter-in-the-East. We have thriving 
sports teams, as well as a long 	tradition 
in music, creative writing and journalism. 
We provide college grants and 
Masterclass awards to fund academic 
materials, travel and extra-curricular 
activities, as well as prizes for high-
achieving students.

UCAS campus code: M
Finding out more
www.seh.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 279000

Admissions information
+44 (0) 1865 279009
admissions@seh.ox.ac.uk

2020 Open Days
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Location
St Edmund Hall occupies a tranquil 
and relaxed location in the city 
centre, just off the High Street in 
Queen’s Lane, with easy access to 
departments, libraries, museums 
and shops. Map ref 23.

St Edmund Hall is...

What can you study at  
St Edmund Hall? See page 144

…a really inclusive 
community where 
there’s always something 
to get involved in. 
� NATHAN

http://www.seh.ox.ac.uk
mailto:admissions@seh.ox.ac.uk
http://ox.ac.uk/opendays
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St Hilda’s

St Hilda’s is one of the larger progressive 
colleges, situated alongside the River 
Cherwell in a spacious and beautiful site.

The motto of St Hilda’s is excellence 	
and equality. This captures a very clear 
and powerful focus on supporting our 
students – to be the best they possibly 
can academically, in an environment 
which allows them to thrive – whatever 
their background. 

The college is a caring academic 
environment, with passionate and 
committed tutors. St Hilda’s also offers 	

a generous range of financial awards for 
academic work, travel, sport and other 
activities. All first-year students live on 
the college’s main site, where self-
catering facilities are available, as well 	
as a highly rated dining hall, a gym and 
one of the most extensive library 
collections.

St Hilda’s provides all the right 
ingredients for success in your degree, 	
in one of the most friendly and relaxing 
settings to be a student in Oxford.

UCAS campus code: N
Finding out more
www.st-hildas.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 276815

Admissions information
+44 (0) 1865 286620
college.office@st-hildas.ox.ac.uk

2020 Open Days
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Location
The college is on a beautiful riverside 
site with easy access to the city 
centre, the University sports 
complex and the lively culture  
of east Oxford. Map ref 24.

What can you study at  
St Hilda’s? See page 144

…feeling at ease 
with some of 
the best welfare 
support in the 
whole of the 
University. �
� NEYET

…generous. With the help 
of a bursary, I have been 
able to thrive both 
academically and in my 
own self-development. �
� RUTH

St Hilda’s is...

...tutors and 
lecturers who are 
so passionate 
about their 
subject – I’ve 
benefited 
tremendously 
from the tutorial 
system. �
� SUSANNAH

…in a great 
location split 
right between 
the great city 
centre and 
the lively 
Cowley Road. 
� JASPER

...grounded and 
friendly. You meet 
people with a wide 
range of experiences, 
from a range of 
different cultures. 
The atmosphere is 
always interesting, 
never competitive. 
� LAWRENCE

http://www.st-hildas.ox.ac.uk
mailto:college.office%40st-hildas.ox.ac.uk?subject=
http://ox.ac.uk/opendays
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…having a 24-hour 
library, which is the 
dream. It is a very 
open, light space with 
excellent resources. 
� ANNA

…far enough 
from town to 
have huge open 
grounds, but 
close enough to 
get to lectures 
in five minutes! �
� JESSY

…a big college, so there’s 
something and someone for 
everybody – you’ll certainly find 
a group of people for you. 	� ELISE

St Hugh’s 

St Hugh’s is one of the largest colleges 
in Oxford, set in beautiful and extensive 
grounds just north of the city centre. 
Known for its tranquil gardens, the 
college was established to offer an 
Oxford education to women who could 
not afford the fees of the University at 
the time. St Hugh’s now accepts men 
and women, welcoming students from 
every kind of background; it retains a 
strong sense of its radical tradition and 
of the importance of opening Oxford to 
all who would do well here. 

St Hugh’s offers accommodation (much 
of it ensuite) for all years of an 
undergraduate’s course, along with a 
large, well-stocked college library and 
Bodleian Reading Room. The college is a 
supportive environment; funds are 
available to address unforeseen financial 
hardship. There is a gym and student-
run bar, and the college’s chapel and 
separate multi-faith prayer room are 
open to all college members, regardless 
of belief.

UCAS campus code: R
Finding out more
www.st-hughs.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 274900 

Admissions information
+44 (0) 1865 274910
admissions@st-hughs.ox.ac.uk

2020 Open Days
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Location
St Hugh’s College is about 12 
minutes’ walk from the city centre: 
within easy reach of University 
departments and libraries, many of 
which are also slightly north of the 
centre. The college lodge can be 
found on St Margaret’s Road. 	
Map ref 25.

St Hugh’s is...

What can you study at  
St Hugh’s? See page 144

…having fantastic tutors – 
each has their own style, 	
but tutorials are always 
really interesting. The 
workload has been just what 
I’d hoped for – challenging, 
but without leaving you 
feeling too overwhelmed. 
� CURTIS

http://www.st-hughs.ox.ac.uk
mailto:admissions%40st-hughs.ox.ac.uk?subject=
http://ox.ac.uk/opendays
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...the place 
I’ve met the 
most 
interesting, 
intelligent and 
impressive 
people.
� BEN

...able to provide me 
with amazing 
opportunities.
�  CELINE

...great for cheap 
and good quality 
food – especially 
hall breakfasts. 
� AMY

...fantastic for 
accommodation. You 
can live in for all 
years of your course. 
� HARRY

St John’s 

St John’s is proud of its reputation for 
academic excellence within a vibrant, 
supportive and socially diverse 
community. We offer one of the widest 
ranges of subject choice for 
undergraduates, taught by tutors and 
lecturers who are experts in their fields. 
Our excellent academic facilities include 
a new, fully accessible study centre.

Undergraduates benefit from reasonably 
priced meals and accommodation. With 
on-site rooms guaranteed for the 
duration of a degree, we are able to 

build a strong sense of community. We 
also offer additional grants and prizes to 
help with academic-related expenses, 
such as books and computing 
equipment, travel and vacation study, 
projects and dissertations. 

A diverse range of programmes and 
facilities for art, music, sport and drama 
offer all our students the chance to 
pursue their wider interests, from 
beginner to expert level.

UCAS campus code: S
Finding out more
www.sjc.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 277300

Admissions information
+44 (0) 1865 277317
sarah.jones@sjc.ox.ac.uk

2020 Open Days
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Location
You can find us in the city centre, 
just off St Giles’ and a short walk 
from many departments and the 
Science Area. We have extensive 
grounds and beautiful gardens. 	
Map ref 26.St John’s is...

What can you study at  
St John’s? See page 144

...a supportive 
community 
coupled with 
outstanding 
facilities and 
teaching. 
� JOLA

http://www.sjc.ox.ac.uk
mailto:sarah.jones%40sjc.ox.ac.uk?subject=
http://ox.ac.uk/opendays
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...a college 
where you’ll be 
appreciated for 
being yourself. 	
� SAGA

...a 10/10 close-
knit and inclusive 
community, 
whether you 	
are mid-essay 	
or mid-pint. 
� HAMISH

St Peter’s

St Peter’s is noted for its friendliness, 
flexibility, inclusivity, informality and 
excellent relations between students 
and tutors. We encourage students 	
from all backgrounds to apply. A student 
finance officer is available to help 
students. 

Accommodation includes single study 
bedrooms on the main site and purpose-
built ensuite residences (with small 
communal kitchens) a short walk away. 
A delicious range of food is available 
three times a day on a pay-as-you-go 
system. There is also a student-run bar. 

The library is open 24 hours a day and 
has a dedicated law library.

A wide range of sports is played at 	
St Peter’s. The college has access to 
shared sports facilities, including a 
boathouse and subsidised gym 
membership. 

Artistic activities and college 
publications flourish, and distinguished 
speakers regularly give talks. Music is a 
particular strength, with a strong 
instrumental, mixed choral and jazz 
tradition. 

UCAS campus code: T
Finding out more
www.spc.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 278900 

Admissions information
+44 (0) 1865 278863
admissions@spc.ox.ac.uk

2020 Open Days
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Location
The college is in the very centre of 
Oxford, close to University 
departments and libraries, and with 
easy access to both bus and railway 
stations. Oxford’s shops, cafés, 
theatres and cinemas are also just 
minutes away. Map ref 27.

St Peter’s is...

...a well-grounded 
atmosphere and 
vibrant student body. �
� SAM

What can you study at  
St Peter’s? See page 144

...everyone 
being so 
supportive of 
each other. 
St Peter’s is 
truly a home 
away from 
home! �
� OLIVER

...is made up of amazing 
people, especially the 
staff and tutors who are 
always willing to go 
above and beyond to 
make sure you feel 
supported in every way 
possible.� CHRISTY

http://www.spc.ox.ac.uk
mailto:admissions@spc.ox.ac.uk
http://ox.ac.uk/opendays
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…a community 
where freedom 
of expression is 
accepted and 
valued.
� FIN

Somerville

From its foundation in 1879 Somerville’s 
graduates have been changing the 
world. Our former students include two 
prime ministers, the only British woman 
to win a Nobel Prize for science, and 
pioneers in literature and public service. 
Somerville provides strong support to its 
students to help them achieve their full 
potential. 

Every undergraduate is able to live on the 
main college site for the duration of their 
degree. Somerville is known for its good 
food and has a bar/coffee shop serving 
food and drink throughout the day. 

Somerville has one of the best 
undergraduate libraries in Oxford, 
containing more than 100,000 books 
and open 24 hours a day. 

Generous travel and special project 
grants are offered to help students 
widen their experience during vacations 
and to help with volunteering. 

The college has an excellent choir, a 
non-auditioned orchestra with an 
approximate level of Grade 5 and  
above, and a wide range of team  
sports including rugby, football,  
netball, rowing and squash.

UCAS campus code: U
Finding out more
www.some.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 270600

Admissions information
+44 (0) 1865 270619
admissions@some.ox.ac.uk

2020 Open Days
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Location
Somerville is next door to the 
mathematics and humanities facilities 
in the Radcliffe Observatory Quarter, 
and a 5-minute walk from the 
Science Area. It is easy to walk or 
cycle to anywhere else in the 
University. Map ref 28.

Somerville is...

…a place you 
look forward 
to returning to 
after every 
vacation. 
� LEANNE

What can you study at 
Somerville? See page 144

…the right 
balance of 
academia, 
fun and 
friendliness.
� NINA

…a place where you 
can be yourself and 
feel at home.
� BARNABY

…a feeling of home, regardless of 
who you are, where you’re from, 
your gender or race or sexuality. �
� CATRIN

http://www.some.ox.ac.uk
mailto:admissions@some.ox.ac.uk
http://ox.ac.uk/opendays
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…down to 
earth and 
friendly, set 	
in spectacular 
surroundings. 
� MARK

…a fantastic 
place to work 
and relax on 
our vast lawns 
in the sun. 
� NICK

…a super friendly 
community; the 
size of our student 
body means that 
we all know each 
other well! 
� KATHY

…by far the 
best choice 
I have ever 
made! 
� LAURA

Trinity	

Trinity is a medium-sized college 
occupying a beautiful, spacious site in 
the city centre. Relationships between 
students and tutors are open and 
friendly.

We welcome applicants from all 
backgrounds and are committed to 
ensuring each student benefits fully 
from their time at Trinity. We provide 
accommodation for all years of an 
undergraduate course and our food is 
renowned as among the best in Oxford. 
Our excellent facilities, generous 
bursaries and welcoming student 

community are the ideal basis for 
academic success.

Our students are involved in a wide 
range of activities, and reflect a diverse 
and inclusive community. The Trinity 
Players stage at least two productions a 
year, including one on our lawns. Many 
of our sports teams flourish. Our non-
auditioned choir gives recitals both in 
Oxford and on tour, in recent years 
visiting Tuscany, Budapest and Madrid. 
Many subjects also have their own 
societies, hosting guest speakers and 
social events.

UCAS campus code: W
Finding out more
www.trinity.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 279900

Admissions information
+44 (0) 1865 279874
admissions@trinity.ox.ac.uk

2020 Open Days
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Location
Trinity’s central location means our 
main entrance on Broad Street is 
just a stone’s throw from the 
Bodleian Library, while our back gate 
on Parks Road puts us 5 minutes’ 
walk from the Science Area. 	
Map ref 29.

Trinity is...

What can you study at Trinity? 
See page 144

…always feeling 
welcomed and 
appreciated. 
� HANNAH

http://www.trinity.ox.ac.uk
mailto:admissions@trinity.ox.ac.uk
http://ox.ac.uk/opendays
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University College

Students from all sorts of backgrounds 
find that Univ’s inclusive and friendly 
atmosphere enables them to pursue 
their academic interests to the highest 
level. The pioneering Univ Opportunity 
Programme has increased the number of 
places available, in particular for able 
students from disadvantaged 
backgrounds.

Our commitment to provide the best 
possible support to our students begins 
immediately on arrival with our free pre-
sessional Maths Week for students of 
the relevant sciences. Two 24-hour 
libraries provide constant access to 

numerous workstations and resources. 
Alongside our reputation for academic 
excellence we have strong welfare and 
student support systems and offer a 
generous bursary scheme.

Many students take advantage of a 
wealth of extra-curricular opportunities 
including music, drama and sport. Our 
enthusiastic student ambassadors 
engage with prospective applicants to 
inform and encourage them.

Though having a claim to be Oxford’s 
oldest college, we are thoroughly 
forward-thinking in aspiration and 
modern in outlook. 

UCAS campus code: X
Finding out more
www.univ.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 276602

Admissions information
+44 (0) 1865 276677
admissions@univ.ox.ac.uk

2020 Open Days
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Location
Univ is on the High Street, just 
minutes away from libraries, lecture 
theatres and laboratories, and close 
to shops, restaurants, parks and the 
river. Historic and modern buildings 
surrounding tranquil courtyards and 
leafy gardens contrast with the busy 
street outside. Map ref 30.

Univ is...

…a casual 
chat to 	
the porters 
on your 
way to a 
lecture. �
� SOPHIE

What can you study at Univ? 
See page 144

…a home 
away from 
home where 
I’ve always 
felt welcome. 
� TALLY

…a place full of 
people who are 
unapologetically 
friendly. �
� MANINDER

…being 
challenged 
academically 	
in a supportive 
environment. 
� MEGAN

…a sigh of relief when you’ve come 
back from a busy morning straight into 
the waiting arms of a ‘Welfare Tea’. 
� LEENAH

http://www.univ.ox.ac.uk
mailto:admissions@univ.ox.ac.uk
http://ox.ac.uk/opendays
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…the most gorgeous library where 
you can curl up on a beanbag with a 
view of the gardens. 
� LINETTE

…the home of 
great debate, 
encouraging 
freedom of 
thought and 
expression. 
� ROWAN

…a place 
where you 
can be 
yourself. 
� KATIE

…always 
having 
someone to 
support 
you. �
� GEORGIA

…a supportive 
environment 
with stimulating 
tutors. 
� JACK

Wadham	

Wadham has high academic standards, 
maintained in an informal atmosphere. We 
welcome academic excellence, diversity 
and independence, and are known for our 
inclusive and welcoming culture. We are 
committed to supporting a progressive 
student body, and our access work is at 
the core of all we do. 

Wadham is one of the larger colleges.  
Our Student Union provides facilities  
and support for students, and organises 
charity, cultural, entertainment and 
welfare events. Students have access to 
excellent facilities, including a 24-hour 
library with over 40,000 texts. There  
are frequent productions in our theatre 

and in the Holywell Music Room. Sports 
facilities include a gym, badminton and 
squash courts, a boathouse and a sports 
ground with pavilion.

Wadham undergraduates are normally 
offered accommodation for the standard 
duration of their studies (ie three or four 
years), including two years on the main 
college site. An exciting new building, 
opening in summer 2020, provides  
a visionary undergraduate centre, 
complete with music room, arts room, 
café, bar and social and study space, 
situated at the heart of the college. High-
quality and affordable meals on the main 
site are available to all students.

UCAS campus code: Y
Finding out more
www.wadham.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 277900

Admissions information
+44 (0) 1865 277545
admissions@wadham.ox.ac.uk

2020 Open Days
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Location
Located in the city centre, Wadham 
has large, quiet grounds, with some 
of the most beautiful gardens and 
buildings in Oxford. The Bodleian 
Library is just across the road and 
the Science Area is only a few 
minutes’ walk away. Map ref 31.Wadham is...

What can you study at 
Wadham? See page 144

http://www.wadham.ox.ac.uk
mailto:admissions@wadham.ox.ac.uk
http://ox.ac.uk/opendays
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…a wonderful environment both as a 
place of learning and a home. Such a 
large student body means that there 
are so many opportunities to meet a 
variety of people and gather a great 
support network within college. � CAITLIN

…having such a 
tangible sense 
of support and 
encouragement 
– the staff and 
students have 
become my 
second family. �
� HANNAH

Worcester

Worcester is...

…like this green 
oasis at the heart of 
the city. It has 
plenty of wide open 
space to go for a 
wander – if you 
don’t mind making 
way for our ducks! �
� FRANCIS

What can you study at 
Worcester? See page 144

…a community. I 
know I can ask 
anyone for help and 
advice, whether it’s 
an essay I’m confused 
about or where is 
best to store my bike! 
� ELEANOR

Worcester College is a happy and 
supportive community, committed to 
combining academic excellence with 
becoming genuinely representative of our 
society. We welcome students from a 
huge variety of backgrounds, with the 
conviction that academic achievement 
and integrity acquire and retain their value 
only in a culture of diversity, inclusion and 
accessibility.

Worcester has about 400 undergraduates 
from the UK and around the world, and 
offers accommodation to all 
undergraduates for three years. All rooms 
are on-site or close by, over two-thirds 
are ensuite, and most have shared 

kitchens (though our food is cheap and 
excellent, so eating in hall is very popular). 
On-site facilities include 24-hour library 
access, sports fields, a gym, an 
auditorium, a dance studio, chapel, and 
multi-faith prayer room.

The college cares deeply about the 
welfare and well-being of all its students, 
and is committed to ensuring that 
students should not be adversely affected 
by financial hardship. In addition to the 
University’s bursaries and scholarships, 
Worcester students can apply for a book 
allowance, vacation study grants, and a 
wide variety of emergency and long-term 
hardship support.

UCAS campus code: Z
Finding out more
www.worc.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0) 1865 278300 

Admissions information
+44 (0) 1865 278391
admissions@worc.ox.ac.uk

2020 Open Days
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Location
With its 26 acres of award-winning 
gardens, it is easy to forget that 
Worcester is in the heart of the city, 
a 10-minute walk from the train 
station and only a short walk to  
many libraries and departments!  
Map ref 32.

http://www.worc.ox.ac.uk
mailto:admissions@worc.ox.ac.uk
http://ox.ac.uk/opendays
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…playing an important role in my 
understanding of what it means 
to ‘do theology’ in a community. 
� ALISTAIR

Wycliffe Hall Permanent Private Hall for students aged 21+ only

Wycliffe is a warm and welcoming 
evangelical theological college, which 
places a strong emphasis on Christian 
community and commitment. Students 
are encouraged to play an active part in 
the life and worship of the hall. We aim 
to equip our students through excellent 
academic teaching, practical ministry 
experience and living as part of a vibrant 
and supportive Christian community. 

Wycliffe students and tutors 
consistently gain the highest academic 
awards within the University and our 
alumni have experienced some fantastic 
success as theologians, apologists and 
church leaders.

Wycliffe accepts mature students 	
(those aged 21 and over) to study for 
the BA in Theology and Religion or the 
BA in Philosophy and Theology, very 
often with Senior Status (where the 
student has already completed an 
undergraduate degree, and may start 	
an Oxford undergraduate degree in its 
second year). Wycliffe also offers 
specialist courses for those wishing to 
train for Christian ministry.

Our student body is delightfully diverse, 
comprising women and men of many 
different nationalities and traditions. 
Such an environment makes for a rich 
and creative milieu of ideas, and lifelong 
friendships.

UCAS campus code: P
Finding out more
www.wycliffehall.org.uk/study
+44 (0) 1865 274200 

Admissions information
+44 (0) 1865 274205
recruitment@wycliffe.ox.ac.uk

2020 Open Days
1 and 2 July and 18 September
ox.ac.uk/opendays

Location
The hall is a 5-minute walk from 	
the historic centre of Oxford and 	
is adjacent to the beautiful 
University Parks. Map ref 33.

Wycliffe Hall is...

What can you study at 
Wycliffe Hall? See page 144

…a supportive and 
stimulating college as 
well as great fun, which 
well prepared me for my 
future. � LYDIA

…doing it all together in a 
community: a great place 
to be and one which is 
really authentic. 
� HANNAH

http://www.wycliffehall.org.uk/study
mailto:admissions@wycliffe.ox.ac.uk
http://ox.ac.uk/opendays


182

On arrival 
All first-year students are offered college 
accommodation either on the main site of 
their college or in a nearby college annexe. 
This means that your neighbours will also 
be ‘freshers’ and new to life at Oxford. This 
accommodation is guaranteed, so you don’t 
need to worry about finding somewhere to 
live after accepting a place here. All this is 
organised for you before you arrive. 

Other years 
Some students move into private 
accommodation with friends after their first 
year but all colleges offer at least one further 
year of accommodation. Some offer this for 
the entire duration of your degree. Regardless 
of whether you are living in college, your 
tutorials will normally be in your college and 
you will still have access to all college facilities 
(including hot meals and washing machines!) 
and welfare support.

Types of college accommodation 
Accommodation does vary across colleges, so 
if you are able to come to an open day before 
making an application be sure to have a look 
round several different colleges. There is a 
wide range of accommodation, some with 
ensuite bathrooms, some with shared kitchens 
and some with shared living space, but no one 
has to share a bedroom. 
If you can’t visit, then have a look at our 
virtual college tours, which include student 
accommodation. 
ox.ac.uk/virtualtours

Outside term time 
Students usually stay in college during term time 
only, so for three terms of eight to nine weeks 
each. However, it may be possible to arrange to 
stay in college accommodation over the holidays 
or to stay with friends renting privately. Some 
people use this time to work, others just enjoy 
being in Oxford. You may also be able to arrange 
to store your belongings in your college if you 
need to.

Living out 
Moving into private accommodation can be 
a good option if you want to live with friends 
from other colleges. For many people, this is 
the perfect way to experience independent 
living for the first time. It does tend to be 
more expensive, as you normally pay for the 
house during the holidays as well as term time. 
The University’s Accommodation Office can 
help you find suitable places to rent. Rental 
accommodation is rarely more than a few 
minutes from the city centre. 

Can I commute? 
All undergraduates are required to live within six 
miles of central Oxford, or 25 miles if living with 
your parent(s) or guardian(s). There are some 
exceptions to this but overall Oxford believes 
that this adds to the strong community feel 
within every college.

Accommodation

Read more about college living on 
page 142
Visit colleges on Oxford open days; 
see ox.ac.uk/opendays

http://ox.ac.uk/virtualtours
http://ox.ac.uk/opendays
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UCAS APPLICATION

q Start working on it from June 2020

–  choose your course 
– � choose a college or decide on an  

open application (see page 148)
– � write your personal statement
– � organise your academic reference

q �Check if you need to take a test and 
what this involves

q Submit from early September

q Final deadline 6pm on 15 October

tests

q �Confirm which test(s) you need 	
to take

q �Find out how to prepare and practise 
using the sample papers online 

q �Find test centre (your school or 	
college or open centre)

q Register with test centre

q �Get your test candidate entry number 
from your test centre as proof of entry 
by 6pm on 15 October* 

q �Take test on 4 November

*Except Law, see www.lnat.ac.uk

ox.ac.uk/tests

ucas.com

JUNE July august September

Thinking of 
DeferRing entry?
This is not always possible so we 
recommend you check with your 
course department first.

HOW YOU APPLY
2021 entry
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October November December January

written work

q �Check if needed for 
your course

q �Submit to your college 
by 10 November

interviews
If you are shortlisted 	
1–20 December

decisions
Find out if you have an 
offer in January 2021

ox.ac.uk/writwork

ox.ac.uk/interviews

By

15 October
UCAS application

and test 
registration

ox.ac.uk/apply
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What it costs

How will I PAY FOR it?
–  �Around 1 in 4 UK and EU students currently 

receives a bursary.
–  �Oxford offers one of the most generous financial 

support packages available for UK students, and 
this may be supplemented by support from your 
college.

–  �Oxford is excellent value for money. We offer 
intensive and personalised teaching through 
tutorials, but our course fees (including those for 
international students) are still the same as most 
other top English universities.

–  �The University’s extensive resources can also 
help keep costs down. Books on course reading 
lists can normally be found in libraries. College 
food is heavily subsidised. 

–  �All UK students can receive a tuition fee loan 
from the government to cover their course fees 
as well as funding towards their living costs. 
Currently, students are only expected to begin 
to pay this back once they have completed their 
course and are earning over a set amount.  

Receiving an Oxford Bursary means I’m 
not limited financially to committing to 
extra-curricular activities… It makes my 
time at Oxford easier, as I don’t have to 
worry about finance, and also supports 
me in any endeavours relevant to my 
degree, such as concerts or workshops. 
� KAVANA

I come from a single parent family, 
and my mum has a chronic illness, 
as a result of which I’ve been her 
carer on and off for around five 
years. Money stress was the last 
thing I needed as I was preparing 
to come to Oxford… so getting 
my Crankstart offer took a huge 
weight off my shoulders. Without a 
doubt, the Crankstart Scholarship 
was one of the most valuable 
opportunities I’ve ever been given.
� ELLE

Is your family income £27,500 or less?    
Oxford offers generous non-repayable bursaries of up to 
£5,000 p.a. to eligible UK students as part of the Crankstart 
Scholarship programme. These awards include funded internships 
and volunteering opportunities.
ox.ac.uk/funding �

186



How much is it?
course fees 
–  �What you pay each year is determined by 

your fee status (based on your nationality and 
where you usually live).

–  �The fees for all undergraduate students in 
2021-22 will be confirmed in autumn 2020. 

–  �While fees will usually increase annually the 
University caps the amount of that increase, 
for students continuing on the same course. 
For those eligible to pay fees at the Home rate, 
these are subject to a governmental fee cap.  
ox.ac.uk/ffchanges-fees

–  �The 2020-21 course fees for Home/EU 
students are £9,250.

–  �Fee rates for EU students starting a course 
in the academic year 2021-22 are currently 
unknown, and it is not known whether 
support will be available, due to uncertainties 
surrounding the UK’s planned departure from 
the EU. 
ox.ac.uk/students/oxford-and-the-eu

–  �Overseas and Islands students should visit 
ox.ac.uk/ugfees for information about their 
course fees.

Living costs 
–  �These costs depend on your lifestyle but allow 

around £1,135 to £1,650 a month to cover 
essentials like your room and food. 

–  �Budget over nine months to cover the full 
academic year including the holidays. 

–  �Any additional costs associated with your 
course, such as field trips or special equipment 
can be found at: ox.ac.uk/courses.

Receiving the bursary has helped 
me to afford accommodation and 
study costs for my course without 
struggling financially, which makes all 
the difference to my peace of mind. I 
can not only just focus on my academic 
responsibilities but take a more active 
role in student societies and college life. 
ABIGAIL

The Oxford-Arlan Hamilton 
and Earline Butler Sims 
Scholarship
A full scholarship of fees and living 
costs for a UK resident of Black African 
or Black Caribbean heritage from a 
disadvantaged background. 
ox.ac.uk/funding 

UK Government support
–  �All UK students can receive a government 

tuition fee loan for their course fees as well as 
funding towards living costs. 	  
www.gov.uk/apply-for-student-finance

–  �Student finance applications open from 	
early 2021: 
   England: www.gov.uk/student-finance
   Scotland: www.saas.gov.uk
   Northern Ireland: 
   www.studentfinanceni.co.uk
   Wales: www.studentfinancewales.co.uk

Oxford support
–  ��We will provide Oxford Bursaries  

of between £3,200 and £500 p.a. to eligible 
undergraduates with family incomes of  
£0–£42,875.

–  �Non-repayable bursaries of up to a maximum  
of £7,200 p.a. will be available to support 
eligible UK students who are care leavers or 
estranged (studying without family support).

–  �Oxford Travel Supplements of between £200 
and £500 will be available for UK bursary 
holders who live more than 80 miles from 
Oxford.

–  �Find out about funding availability and study 
costs using the Fees, Funding and Scholarship 
search at: ox.ac.uk/ffsearch.

–  �UK students who have a funding shortfall or 
need to meet additional exceptional costs once 
on-course will be able apply to our Student 
Support Fund for non-repayable assistance.

–  ���Colleges often have additional funds including 
travel awards, prizes and book grants.  
ox.ac.uk/funding.

  ox.ac.uk/funding

Eating in college is 
really cheap, and you 
rarely have to buy 
books because Oxford 
has everything. � MAEVE
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OXFORD OUTREACH 

2020 UNIVERSITY OPEN DAYS    
1 and 2 July and 18 September

2020 department-specific  
open days
Classics – 20 March
Geography – 15 June
Law – 16, 17 and 18 March
Materials Science – 18 and 19 February, 31 March
Mathematics – 25 April and 2 May 
Modern Languages – 2 May
Oriental Studies – 2 May

Events for you
So you can be sure whether Oxford might be the 
right university for you, we run thousands of events 
every year for students thinking of applying: both in 
Oxford and near you. 
We particularly welcome students who are 
academically able and intellectually curious, and  
who don’t know anyone who has been to Oxford,  
or whose parents haven’t been to university.

It was by far the best university experience I have had 
which I went back to tell all my teachers and peers about.  
I was quite worried about not being what Oxford wanted 
but the lovely ambassadors assured me that I had the 
qualities and grades to apply, they really helped me to 
believe in myself. � STUDENT CONFERENCE ATTENDEE

In 2018/19, we ran over  

2,500 outreach events 

Explore 
our calendar of events: 

ox.ac.uk/outreachevents

Come to Oxford
If you are able to visit, Oxford has a lot on offer 
whether you are taking part in one of our events  
or visiting independently.
–  ��Why not visit us for an open day? We hold 

University-wide open days three times a year 
and some of our departments hold additional 
open days too.

–  �Are you in Year 11 at a UK state school?  
You should consider applying for UNIQ.  
This is a totally free academic residential 
programme you can attend in Year 12. 
Applications normally open the previous 
December and close in January. 
www.uniq.ox.ac.uk

–  �Shadow an Oxford student for the day to 
find out what studying here is really like! 
studentshadowing@oxfordsu.ox.ac.uk

–  �Encourage your teachers to find out more 
about our Pathways programme for the 
opportunity to attend study days and more, 
for non-selective UK state schools.  
www.pathways.ox.ac.uk 
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NEAR YOU
�If you can’t visit us, then we will try and	
come to you. 
–  �Every school and college in the UK has  

an allocated Oxford college, or group of 
colleges as a first point of contact, who  
will be working closely with schools and 
communities in your area. Find your link 
college at ox.ac.uk/linkcolls or go to  
ox.ac.uk/oxford-uk if you are from the  
North East or North West.

–  �We attend higher education fairs across the 
UK, offering you the chance to talk face-to-
face with a university representative. Find 
your nearest event: ox.ac.uk/outreachevents 

–  �Meet tutors, current students and admissions 
staff at the Oxford and Cambridge Student 
Conferences in March 2020. Register at:  
www.oxfordandcambridgeoutreach.co.uk

–  �OxNet works with hub and link schools to 
deliver academically intensive courses, study 
days and summer schools in the heart of local 
communities.  
www.oxnet.org

–  �We work with Target Oxbridge to support 
black African and Caribbean students and 
students of mixed race with black African and 
Caribbean heritage to increase their chances 
of getting into the Universities of Oxford or 
Cambridge. 

[Since the conference] 
I have been bubbling 
with enthusiasm and the 
SLT at my school are so 
delighted with the ideas 
I have had to support 
our students and those 
of the wider community.
�PARTICIPANT AT THE TEACHERS’ 

SUMMER SCHOOL

Target Oxbridge allowed me to make 
an informed decision as to whether the 
University was for me, participate in a 
residential and thus acquire a first-hand 
insight into life at Oxford. 
� TARGET OXBRIDGE PARTICIPANT

  ox.ac.uk/access
ox.ac.uk/ugvisit

Always available online   
Wherever you are, you can visit Oxplore and   
tickle your brain cells with our Big Questions. These 
questions explore complex ideas across a wide 
range of subjects and encourage lateral thinking. In 
this way, they reflect the kind of thinking students 
undertake at Oxford.  
www.oxplore.org 

Teachers
Find out more about what Oxford can offer you: 
from CPD-accredited residential programmes, 
to help with supporting your students in their 
applications. 
ox.ac.uk/teachers

Anywhere in the world
Wherever you are, we welcome your interest 
in Oxford and hope you will participate in our 
events, online or face to face.
–  �Find out if we are visiting near you:  

ox.ac.uk/intvisit
–  �If we can’t come to your school in person, 

we are happy to offer a virtual visit. Email 
international.recruitment@admin.ox.ac.uk 

–  �Get advice from Oxford and Cambridge  
on our collaborative website:  
www.oxfordandcambridgeoutreach.co.uk 
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please read carefully
The University will seek to deliver each 
course in accordance with the descriptions 
set out in the relevant course webpage at 
the time of application and the corresponding 
Course Information Sheet sent to applicants 
with their offer of a place. The course web-
pages can be accessed at ox.ac.uk/courses. 
However, there may be situations in which it 
is desirable or necessary for the University to 
make changes in course provision, either 
before or after enrolment.
The University will not make very substantial 
changes to courses (for example, a change 
to the course title, significant restructuring, 
substantial change in course content, or the 
introduction of a progression hurdle) which 
would impact on students who have already 
begun their course. In exceptional 
circumstances it may be necessary for the 
University to make such a change after 
acceptance of a place by an offer-holder. 
This will not happen less than 3 months 
before enrolment. The offer-holder will be 
notified of the change (as compared with  
the description in their Course Information 
Sheet) and offered the opportunity to 
withdraw from the course. 
Other changes could be made to course 
content, delivery and teaching provision 
because of developments in the relevant 
subject, enhancements in teaching or 
assessment practice, requirements of 
external accreditation processes, changes in 
staffing, resource constraints or changes in 
the availability of facilities. Such changes will 
take account of the reasonable expectations 
of prospective and current students.
Offer-holders will be notified of any material 
change (as compared to the description in 
their Course Information Sheet) and offered 
the opportunity to withdraw from the course. 
On-course students will be consulted about 
any proposed material course change (except 
changes which are solely for their benefit) 
which would affect the part of the course 
which they have already started studying.
The provision of course options which 
depend on the availability of specialist 
teaching, or on placement at another 
institution, cannot be guaranteed in advance.
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getting around oxford

See also the University’s
interactive map at: 
ox.ac.uk/maps	

Mobile Oxford – more maps 
plus live travel and weather 
information at: 
m.ox.ac.uk

Access guide: 
www.admin.ox.ac.uk/access	
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University Science Area – SA
For further information see: 
ox.ac.uk/maps

Undergraduate 
colleges and halls

Departments/faculties
SA: See University Science Area map below

Museums and libraries 

Student services

	 1	 Balliol C5

	2	 Brasenose C6

	3	 Christ Church C6

	4	 Corpus Christi C6

	5	 Exeter C5

	6	 Harris Manchester D5

	7	 Hertford C5

	8	 Jesus C5

	9	 Keble C4, SA

	10	 Lady Margaret Hall C2

	11	 Lincoln C6

	12	 Magdalen E6

	13	 Mansfield D4, SA

	14	 Merton D6

	15	 New College D5

	16	 Oriel C6

	17	 Pembroke C6

	18	 Queen’s College, The D6

	19	 Regent’s Park* B4, SA

	20	 St Anne’s B3

	21	 St Benet’s Hall* B4, SA

	22	 St Catherine’s E4

	23	 St Edmund Hall D6

	24	 St Hilda’s E7

	25	 St Hugh’s B2

	26	 St John’s C5

	27	 St Peter’s B6

	28	 Somerville B4

	29	 Trinity C5

	30	 University College D6

	31	 Wadham C5

	32	 Worcester B5

	33	 Wycliffe Hall* B3

* Permanent Private Hall

	  1   –  2   Archaeology B5, SA

	  3   –   5   Biochemistry SA

	  6   –   7   Biology SA

	  8   –  10  Chemistry SA

	11	 Chinese Studies B2

	12	 Classics B5

	13	 Computer Science SA

	14	 Continuing Education B4

	15	 Earth Sciences SA 

	16	 Economics E4

	 17  –  22  Engineering Science SA

	23	 English D4

	24	 Experimental Psychology A3

	 25  –  26  Fine Art D6 & E7 [off map]
	27	 Geography SA

	28	 History B5

	29	 History of Art B6

	30	 Human Sciences B2

	31	 Japanese Studies B3

	32	 Law D4

	 33  –  34  Linguistics, Philology & Phonetics B5, B4

	 35  –  37  Materials Science SA

	38	 Mathematics B3

	 39  –  47  Medical Sciences (including Old 
Road Campus and hospital sites E6) 
SA & E6  [off map]

	48	 Modern Languages (Taylor Institution) B5

	49	 Music C7

	50	 Oriental Studies B5

	51	 Philosophy B4

	 52  –  56  Physics SA

	57	 Politics & International Relations E4

	58	 Saïd Business School A5

	59	 Social & Cultural Anthropology B2

	60	 Sociology E4

	61	 Statistics SA

	62	 Theology & Religion A3

	1	 Careers Service B3

	2	 Counselling Service B5

	3	 Disability Advisory Service B5

	4	 Equality & Diversity Unit B5

	5	 Examination Schools D6

	6	 Language Centre B4, SA

	7	 Oxford University Sport Centre E7

	8	 Student Union Offices B5

Places of interest 
	 1	 Christ Church Cathedral C6

	2	 Holywell Music Room C5

	3	 Sheldonian Theatre C5

	4	 University Church, St Mary’s C6

	5	 University Club D4, SA

	6	 University of Oxford Shop C6

	A	 Ashmolean Museum of Art 		
& Archaeology B5

	B	� Bate Collection of Musical 			 
Instruments C7

	 C	 Bodleian Library C5

	D	 Botanic Garden E6

	 E	 Christ Church Picture Gallery C6

	 F	 English Faculty Library D4

	G	 Japanese Library B3

	H	 K B Chen China Centre Library B2

	 I	 Latin American Centre Library B2

	 J	 Law Library D4

	K	� Leopold Muller Memorial Library for 	
Hebrew and Jewish Studies B4

	 L	 Museum of the History of Science C5

	M	 Music Faculty Library C7

	N	 Oriental Institute Library B5

	O	� Oxford University Museum of Natural 
History C4, SA

	P	� Philosophy and Theology Faculties 
Library B4

	Q	 Pitt Rivers Museum C4, SA

	R	 Radcliffe Camera C5

	 S	 Radcliffe Science Library C4, SA

	T	 Sackler Library B5

	U	 Sainsbury Library A5

	V	� Sherardian Library of Plant Taxonomy 
C4, SA

	W	 Social Sciences Library E4

	X	 Taylor Institution Library B5

	Y	� Tylor Library of Social and Cultural 	
Anthropology B2

	 Z	 Weston Library C5
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